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Victory Quest I:

Rain

Prologue

Holonet News Update-7 Weeks After The Battle of

Geonosis (TBoG)

Pal patine addresses the Jedi

Y esterday, at a ceremony inthe Jedi Temple, Supreme Chancellor Pal patine announced

that the Jedi arethebest Protectorsthe Republic could haveever asked for inthistimeof great
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need. Hethen declared that all Jedi who fought inthe CloneWarswould beplacedinthe
Republic Archives.

L ater that day the Supreme Chancellor awarded General Obi-Wan Kenobi and his
Padawan Anakin Skywalker withmedal sfor their bravery at several recent battles.

CLICK HERE FOR FULL STORY

No News on Dooku's Whereabouts

| narecent Senatemeeti ng The Supreme Chancellor stated that RepublicIntelligenceis

workingvery hardtolocatethe Separatist L eader Dooku. Unfortunately heal soreportedthat
Dooku could be on any of the main Separatist planets.

CLICK HERE FORF ULL STORY

Republic States That Separatists Are moving in on
Ylesia
| nanewsconferencethismorni ng General Cambini announced that Separatist forces

havebeguntoinvadeY lesia. Hewasableto provideno other information except that at the
moment the Separatistsforceshaveonly begun their onslaught.

CLICK HERE FORFULL STORY
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Part 1: Assault

In Orbit of Ylesia-7 weeks after TBoG

“ThisisRed5, I'mtaki ng heavy damage by Droid Starfighters.”

“Understood, 5” pipedin 6.

Jedi Knight Rince Vunian looked over at Red 5 and replied, “Cominginto helpyou5,
leader out.”

The Jedi Starfighter Vunian was at the controls of dived downtowardsRed 5 at a
rapid rate. Vunian brought hisfighter slightly to theright and fired several shotsat the Droid
Fighter. TheGreenenergy lasersgrazedthefighter’ sright wing. Therather flat and brown
fighter suddenly swung back around at V unian, itswing ablaze, and openedfire. Vunianrolled
to the right to avoid the sudden surprise attack and once again shot out. Thelaserscompletely
missed theenemy starfighter. It flew up and openedfireon Vunianyet again. Thelasers
peppered V unian sshieldsbut did not break throughthem. The Jedi Knight reacted to this
guicker thenthe Droid had expected by charging at thefighter causingthe Droidfighter tobarrel

roll totheright. Withthisdistraction Rince Vunian had that extrasecondto align himself at an
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appropriate anglein which tofire at the ship. He pressed down hard on hisfire button on his
control stick. Thelasersripped the enemy craft apart.

This constant dog fighting had begun once the Separatists had arrived above Y lesia.
Rince Vunian and his squad had been sent up to hold back the fighterswhileit gave the General
at the Republic base below timeto breath and act. VVunian, who was Red Squadrons|eader,
immediately decidedtotakeonthe Starfightersfirst, thentakecareof thelarger shipsnext.
Unfortunately the Separatist |anding craft were approaching Y lesia ssurface faster than was
calcul ated.

“We need to engage the landing craft immediately,” he spokeinto hiscomm. “2,3and 6
you' rewithme. Therest of you takedownthosefightersandfast. Thencomeassist us.” With
that he pushed hiscontrol stick forward and diveddownthroughY lesia satmosphere.“Let’s
engage the Landing Craft closest to the base.”

All of the others gave an affirmative click to Vunian. They wereready.

“Take out thecraftsenginesfirst,” spokeVunian. Thelanding craft had twowingson
itstop and had arectangular shapetotherest of it. The ship wasalight brown all over and had
twin enginesnear thebottom aft. VVunianwasalready roaring towardsthem and opening fire at
therather largecraft. Infact itssizewasmany timesgreater than aJedi Starfighter's.

Neverthel essitsshiel dsdid not hold out agai nst the combined power of four starfighters. Oneof
the engines blew apart sending debrisall over. At this point the landing craft opened fire upon
thestarfighters. Vunian quickly barrel rolledto avoidthebarrageof fireyet someof it still tested

hisshield strength. Luckily Vuniandid not panicand hisshiel dskept sturdy. Without amoments
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hesitation helocked onto one of the other engineswith hismissilesandlet it loose. Themissile
did not miss. Inahugeexplosion thefinal enginewasripped off of the Separatist ship.

“Nicejob folkslet’s go to the next one!” AsVunian spoke thelanding craft
plummetedtothehazy groundof Ylesia. Y et thepilotspaidlittleattentiontothat event which
they knew wasinevitableasthe enginesal so held thethrustersto hel p keep the ship al oft.
Without them the ship would plummet. And that it did.

“ThisisRed 7 to red leader! We can't hold out these fighters. There aretoo
many!!!1”

“Break off!!!1,” hollered Vunian.

“Red 7, do you copy? Red 8,5,47
“None of them survived,” moaned Red 2, afemale Bothan.
Vunian felt tearsforming in hiseyes. “Break off and head to the base Red Flight.
We have no cover.”

With that Vunian once again dived towardsthe surface of Ylesia. Heslowly began
to pull up and head towardsthe makeshift Republic base. Inside of him hefelt guilty. Heknew
thosedeathswerehisfault. Heshould haverealized it sooner that they couldn’t hold out. Y et he
was too tied up in hisown attack to notice. A Jedi should not feel guilty because of the pass.
Guilt helpsnothing. Y et thisold Jedi lesson did not help Vunianintheleast. Totakeit off of
his mind he contacted the baseto report.

“Genera Kenohi, thisis General Vunian, comein.”
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“1 copy you,” spoke the Jedi Knight.

“Red Flight isreturning. We have heavy casualties.”

Coruscant-Palpatine’ s Office

General Cambini passed around Supreme Chancellor Palpatine’ soffice. The

officewallswereablood red and ahuge window was behind Pal patine’ sdesk. Outsideit
revealed Coruscant anditshugecities. At themoment the Chancellor sat thereat thevery
moment, thinking over about what he had just been reveal ed.

“Ylesiaisalost hope, then?’ asked the Chancellor.

The General nodded. He was an older man but not yet balding, ahuman whose
looksawayssaid“importance”. “ Our forces are being pushed back into the Republic base.
Within afew hours Ylesiawill fall.”

Pal patine rose and hislong robes hit the floor. “Then order afull retreat. | will
have no more loss of life.”

“Immediately, Chancellor.”

Ylesia
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RinceVunian careful ly landed hisstarfighter at the Republic port near the

base. He hopped out and reveal ed himself asayoung handsome mal e human with aponytail
that went just alittle bit below his shoulders. His Jedi robesflew up in the wind as he jumped
down. Rincejogged forward towardsthe base when he saw it explodein ahugeball of fire.
Piecesof metal flew away from the base creating massdestruction near theoutskirtsof the
base.
Rincegrabbed hiscomlink and tried to contact General Kenobi. “ Kenobi, do
you read?’
“Yes. | survived the explosion easily. Y ou know the tricks.”
“All towell, General. Should | get my folksto the Evac ships?’
“At once. May the Force be With Y ou.”
“And you, General.”
Rincelooked back at the Jedi Knightsthat were with him. “All right, let’ s head
to the Evac ships!” They didn’t argue. They would beinsaneto, V unian thought. We have no
chances here.

At that moment the ground in front of him exploded.

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

9

Ord Mantell

Jedi Knight Zair Dashin glanced around thedowntrodden Cantina. Actualy, it
israther “uptrodden” comparedtotheothers, hethought. Zair wasaZabrak male, humanoid,
with several blunt hornsontop of hishead. “ Bartenddddddddder, “ he managed to slur out.
“Another Corrrrrrrrellian Allllle. And makkkkeittt faster damnit!!!”

The bartender gave him aweird look but got the drink anyhow. And he did it
fast.

Zair glanced around theroom again. Hewas dressed in asmugglersoutfit asa
disguisefor hisundercover mission, which wasto seek out Separatist information on their new
bases. One, whichwasrumoredto beon Ord Mantell itself. The planet of Ord Mantell was
beautiful insomeareasanddirty inothers. Unfortunately informationwasawaysinthedirty
section.

“Get up.” Zair turned to look at the speaker. A female human stood behind
him with ablaster pistol in hand.

“Cannnnnnnnnnn | hhhelppp...p...p you,” he managed.
“Outside. NOW.”

Zair stood. “1 don’t think so.” With that he removed hislightsaber and

activatedit. “Bad moveassuming | wasdrunk, dear.” Withthat hecut theblaster neatly intwo

and gave thewoman ahard shovein the stomach. He picked her up and dragged her out onto
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the empty street just outside of the Cantina. “ Now, what seemsto betheproblem?’ The
womantriedto struggleout of hisgrip andfailed. “Who areyouworking for and how did they
know who | was, huh? C' mon spill it.”

“Dooku. Heishere. On Ord Mantell. | received an order to capture you and
kill youonly if necessary. Thatisall.”

“Great. People like you make my job so enjoyable. | appreciateit. Oh, and
give Dooku my regards, Tell him 1’1l call him up the next timel’minthearea.” With that helet
her go and he stood back up. Now that he knew that therewasindeed abase hereit wastime
toinformtheJedi Council of it. Hewalked causally down thestreetsto hisshipwaitingin
Docking Bay 12. Zair glanced back and saw that the Bounty Hunter had left. No doubt she
wouldleavetheplant assoon aspossiblefearing thewrath of the Separatist |eader Dooku. Zair

shook hishead in disgust. Some people...

Ylesa

Rincewent flyingforward and prepared himself for thehard landing. He

curled upinto aball and rolled once he hit the ground.
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“A droid bomber,” said one of the Jedi, “Red 2” from behind him. She
hurried up next to him. “ The othersareall dead.” A sick feeling grew in Vunian’ s stomach.
“TheEvac shipsaren’t far. Let’shurry!” he said asthey both hurried off to

the Escape Ships.

Ord Mantell

Jedi Master Y odaappeared in Zair Dashin’ s cockpit, viaahologram. The

sguat, green Jedi M aster |ooked griminresponseto Dashin’ snewsthat aSeparatist basewas
on Ord Mantell.
“Getting closer to the corethey are,” stated Y oda. “ Dangerousthis can be.”
“Without adoubt,” replied Dashin. “1 will infiltrateit if you like but I will need
help.”

Master Y odanodded. “ This| can giveyou.”
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|t waswith great amusement that Rince V unian walked down the streets of

OrdMantell to meet Zair Dashin. Hehad paired up with Zair not morethanayear or so agoto
arrest several piratesthat wereraiding shipsonthe Outer Rim. To stay theleast it wasnon-stop
fooling around on Zair’ s part. He had seen Zair quite often around the Jedi Templ e after that
mission. Zair was adefinite example of aJedi on the edge.
Ahead of Vunian stood Zair waving his handsto get his (or some woman’s)
attention. Vunian ran up to him and greeted him with a“hello” and abroad smile.
“Vunian!! How areyou?’ asked Zair loudly.
“You know that | prefer be called “Rince”.”
“SoVunianitis!”
Vunianjust rolled hiseyesinresponse. “ So what are we up against?’

“Well, to be quitetruthful | don’t really know. All that | know isthat a Separatist
baseishere. Aremissionistoinfiltrateit and figure out thethreat. Oh and aren’t you supposed
tobeat Ylesa?’

Vunian frowned. “Well the Separatists attacked Y lesia. Welost. After we
evacuated | wasinformedthat | should meet you here. Master Y odadidn’t want usto attack
yet. He felt that we should get information on surrounding info on other Separatist basesinthe

area. Onceweaobtain thisinfo the Republic will attack.”
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“Well I'm excited,” replied Zair.

Vunian just sighed.

| t waslateinthe eveni ng when thetwo Jedi headed to their hotel rooms.

Vunianand Dashin had tried to get informati on on the Separati st outpost during the course of
theday. Unfortunately they had discovered nothing.

Vunian sighed as he dlid into bed later that night. “Well at least weknow it is
probably not around here.”

Zair nodded. “Without adoubt we have made some progress. | mean an
entire outpost can’t go unnoticed unlessit isreally small. In that caseit may not be much of a

threat. Besideswho canlieto afacelike mine, en?’
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“1 think your face would make them tell the truth but it wouldn’t be from good
looks. More like sheer terror. Poor folks.”
“Perhaps. Or maybe you're just jealous.”
Vunian rolled hiseyes. “Oh, bang on. Now head to bed.”
“No goodnight kiss?’ he chuckled.
“Errrr...”

“I"ll take that asano.”

“Yes, gir.”
“Thank you. Wewill start our search alittlelater in the morning than usually.”
“Why?"
“For two reasons. Anyone with decent info will still be asleep and two, I'm
tired.”
“That isnot very Jedi like of you.”
“Many of my friends were murdered today. | am quite exhausted.”
“I’m quite sorry about that,” Zair said truthfully.
“Besides,” continued Vunian, “who are you to talk about being like a Jedi?’
Zair just laughed.

“Indeed.” And with that V unian went to sleep.
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Ylesa

Ezzan, aDark Jedi Kni ght, surveyed thewreckage of the Republic base. He

smiled. Sweet victory, hethought. Withtheamount of Jedi dead it would make hisjob much
easier.

“ThisisEzzan to Defera, do you copy?’ He paced back and forth waiting for
her reply. Hisshort dark hair blew inthewind but hisharsh face showed no emotion
whatsoever.

“What isit, Ezzan?’ Deferaanswered crisply.
“1 count ten Jedi dead. Unfortunately Vunian is not among them.”
“Did you really expect himto be? Heistoo good to die easily.”
“You' d be surprised at how many well trained Jedi meet a swift end.”
“l didn’t say it wouldn’t be swift,” sheretorted. “ Just not...easy. Nevertheless
Dookuwill be happy at the progresswe made. Thisisexactly what hewanted. Weare set to
dig, correct?’
“Y es. Send down the machines.” Ezzan clicked off the comlink and

approached OHH-8, the commanding droid. OHH-8 was skinny looking and had a snouted
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faceplate. Only thegold markingson him distinguished himfromtheother Battle Droids. “The
diggersare under your command OHH-8. Be careful.”
“Yes, sir,” hismechanical voice responded.

Ezzan just nodded in response and hurried back to histransport.

Part Two: Infiltration

Ord Mantell

Earlythe next morning (much to Vunian’ sdissatisfaction) thetwo Jedi

headed out onceagainto seek out information. They visited each of the Cantinasnear their hotel
yet found out littleto no information. Just vague rumorsand such. Asthey started to head out of
theareathough theinformation beganto get alittlemoreuseful. Atfirstjustlittlethings. Like
“Yes, | am pretty surethereisabaseinthe Northern hemisphere, thought thegovernment has
deniedit.” Then later on: “I’ ve seen strangethings near Guhad City. Many strangethings.” This

rumor they heard many times.
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“Takeusto Guhad City, please,” Zair asked the Taxi driver after they stood
waiting for onefor awhile.

“That isalong waysfrom here, sir,” said the Taxi Driver, afemale Rodian.
“1 cannot takeyou that far. Y ou will need to take the hover train.”

Thetwo Jedi stayed on the hover train for about three hours and they then
got off and found themselvesin Guhad City.

“1 don’t seethecity,” commented Zair. Nor was there much of acity to
speak of. The“ City” wasrural and had largefarmsand mansionsyet only alittle of industry and
business. About ten or so kilometersaway |oomed extraordinarily tall mountains. When the Jedi
looked up at them he couldn’t even seethe tops.

“Well, | rather likeit,” stated Zair.
“Asdol,” replied Vunian. “Yetit doesn’'t seem asif the Separatistswill be
inthecities. Itislikely wewill haveto head to the mountains.”

Zair nodded In agreement. “Fun, fun, fun hiking. Y’ know thisiswherethe
adventureis. Straining our legsand such. It really doesn’t get...”

“Oh, do shut up.”
“By your command, my lord.”
Vunian nodded. “ Just keep that up. | like that attitude.”
“Don’t get used toit.”
“Oh herewe go.”
“You started it.”
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“Now really, SHUT UP!!1”

Their bickering continued asthey walked down the streetsto find astore
wherethey could get hiking gear. The streetswere empty of peopleand up ahead wasasmall
littlestorethat looked asif it could supply themwith thereneeds. They thenturnedto approach
the store. Asthey walked in they were still bickering.

“Zair, thereisno need for thisl We are Jedi. We should be at peace.”

“Ohyou know I’'m only kidding,” responded Zair. With that he walked up
to the cashier. “Hello I’mwondering if you have any excellent hiking gear.”

The cashier, afemale Gran, looked up and noticed Zair’ slightsaber
hanging from hisbelt. “ Oh, your one of them. Why should | help you?’

Zair smiled. “Because | have alightsaber and can cut off your head. |
would then proceed to march around town with it and scream “ Bring out yaheads!” good
enough for you?’

The cashier mumbled a curse but brought them out the gear they requested.
Thetwo Jedi thanked the cashier and | eft.
“You aways handlethingssowell,” chuckled Vunian to Zair asthetwo left.

“Thanks!”

Coruscant-Palpatine’ s Office
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| twasneari ng nightfall on Coruscant. Many of thecitiesskyscrapershad

already turned ontheir lights. M ost peoplewerereturning home. They did notincludethe
Supreme Chancellor and hisstaff. They all sat inhisred colored officein a briefing that would
decidethecourseof actionsthat would decidewhat typesof actionwould betaken over the
next few days.

“Another strike? That | can understand. But this attack that you are
proposing could take out civilians,” General Cambini wasexplainingtothe Supreme Chancellor,
himself. “| realizethat you and the Senatewant to strike back quickly but an attack onthe
factorieson Garqi? Theciviliansof that planet arenear thefactories. Many of themcan be
harmed if welet an al out attack.”

Supreme Chancellor Pal patine turned away from looking out the window,
hisfaceneutral yet Cambini knew that he had to have been frustrated at thel ossesthat the
Republic had been taken. But rash action hel ped nothing.

Palpatine looked straight at the General. “ Did innocent lives ever stop the
Separatistsbefore?Need | namethebattles? General, wearenot attacking Civilians. Someof
them may get hurt but neverthel essthat should not halt our progressioninto Separatist space.”

Genera Kit Fisto, aJedi, unlike Cambini stood up his, green tentacles
waving. “ Sir,” hebegan, “ should we not concentrate on defense? I f the Separatists launch
another assault it may bedifficult tofend them off if our forcesareelsewhere. Besides, the
factorieson Garqi arenot the only onesthe Separatistshad. It would not makeadifference

overal.”
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“| disagree,” replied the Chancellor. “It would show that we are not afraid
to take the battle right to them.”
Cambini shot back up. “Garqi is not that closeto Zeneb, the Separatists
HQ. It would hurt them but not badly enough that it would change the course of the war, as
Genera Fisto hasalready said.”
The Chancellor turned back to look out the window. “Nevertheless, give
the order to attack Garqi.”
“What of the Civilians,” asked Fisto, from his seat.
“We are not going out of our way to hurt them, General yet some maybe
hurt or killed anyhow. Thisiswar after all.”
Cambini shook his head. “ Sir, we can face heavy lossesthereand if...”
“Givetheorder,” interrupted Pal patine.
“Sir, you have to understand that...”
“Doit.”
“With al do...”
“STAND DOWN, GENERAL!!!'If | haveto, I'll givethe order myself.
Isthat understood, General Cambini?’
“Yes, gir.”
“Then give the order.”

“No, gir.”
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“Get out of my office, Cambini!” yelled the Chancellor. “You are
henceforth to report to General Fisto. Thereisno longer any need for youto come here.
Understood?’

“Yes, gr.”

Ord Mantdll

T he Jedi had been hiki ng up themountaintrail for several hours. Thetrail

was often hard to navigate dueto theimmense amounts of plant life.
Nevertheless the two Jedi continued their hike even if they wereforced to
make along detour.
“Y’know what is bothering me,” asked VVunian as he walked.
“You forgot to shave, again?” Zair replied pretending to sound shocked.
“What do you mean “again”?’
“Never mind. So what isit?’
“Well the shopkeeper was back in the town. There seemsto be hatred
towardsthe Jedi or the Republic or both. It may bethat the Separatists are sending false

informationaround.” Vuniansighed. “ 1t never ends, doesit? Thesedamn political ideasgetting
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sent around. Andthenfrompoliticstowar. It makessolittlesense. | seelittle hopethat the
Confederacy will be eager tojoin back up at theend of thewar. Join up with the Republic that
is”

Zair kept silent asthey continued to walk, pondering what Vunian had

said. Finally he spoke. “ Thereismoreto thisthan wethink. There has to be. Even the Council

knows. Something bigishappening, V unian. Something VERY big.”

Ylesa

The Following Day

Ezzan stood before the hol ographic figure of Defera. Shewas

transmitting from Zeneb, the capitol of the Separatists.

Deferawas, like Ezzan, a Jedi Padawan who had been turned to the
dark sideby Count Dooku either shortly beforeor after thebeforethe Battle of Geonosis. Y et
Deferawasthemore powerful of thetwo and Ezzan and Deferaboth knew it. Shewas, ontop
of that, abeautiful womanwithlongblack hair. Her facewasawaysneutral unlessshewas

extremely angry. Sheworeablack capearound her clothes, which conceal ed her lightsaber.
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Ezzan wore an almost identical outfit and it made him look like he was
gliding when he walked.
“We have dug down twenty-fivekilometers!” hewas saying. “Does

Dooku want usto go deeper still?”

“Yes,” replied Defera. “ Another ten should befine.”

Ezzan shook hishead. “ It will take avery long timeto get down
another ten kilometers. It gets harder to dig the farther we go down.”

Deferasmiled. “But you can do it, can you not?’
“Yes”

“Excdlent.”

Ord Mantdll

RinceVunianreachedthe top of themountainsonly afew seconds

after Zair McDashin did.
“Hal Beat yal” bragged Zair.

“Yesyou did. Your egoisquitebigger than mine. Congratul ations.”
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“| take thisaward with great honor and would like to say that it was
al ME. Nooneelse”

“Oh, herewe go.”
“What?’

Vunianjust ignored him and looked down the opposite side of the
mountain that they had climbed up on. All that he could seewasmoregreenlife. Nothing even
remotely dangerous|ooking. Y et something till felt wrong.

“Something is definitely wrong here,” spoke VVunian. “ Something
dark ishere Zair. Do you senseit too?’

“Yes. Thereisadisturbancein the Force. No doubt about that.”
Zair moved forward tolook down. “Wait. A disturbanceinthebushes. Right th...”

Zair was cut off by ablaster bolt that flew towards them. Then the
shooter revealed it self: a Super Battle Droid. It wastall, about the size of ahuman male. On
eacharmwasarepeatingblaster. The Droid wasgreen unlikemost of the Super BattleDroids,
whichwereusually blue. Thisonewasgreen no doubt to camouflageitself. Neverthelessthe
Jedi reacted swiftly. Thebothignitedtheir greenlightsabers, ready to deflect any boltsshot at
them. Asthey ignitedtheir bladesthey ran downtowardsthedroid. It continued tofirerapidly
at them asthey approached. Both Jed easily deflected the bolts that were sent towards them.
With Vunian’ sfreehand he Force pushed thedroid forward. The Droidlanded ontheground
withathump and Vunian plunged hislightsaber right inthemiddle of it.

“No doubt they know we are hear now,” said Zair.
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“Let’smoveforward,” replied Vunian, “and hopefully get them of f
our tracks. Atthesametimelet usseeif we canlocatethe Separatist Base.” Withthat thetwo

Jedi hurried forward.

Jork Hinnk was quitedrunk when hisaide, aGran like himsalf,

camein.

The aide, snocked at Jork’ s state ran over too him. Like most
Gran Jork had three eyes protruding from hisface and hisskinwasabrownish color. Theaide
shook Jork. “ Sir, weareat Ord Mantel| we are schedul ed to meet with the Separatist |eader
here! It wouldn’t look good if wewerelate!” Theaidethen gave Jork somewater to drink.
“Comesirwemost hurry and go!” Theaide grabbed Jork and began to hel p him up when Jork
came out of hisdrunken stupor.

“To the Separatist Base!” Jork declared. “But first, one more

drink.”

“But, sirt!!”

“A ship!” declared Zair. Over there.”
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“Where,” asked Vunian as they descended the mountain.
“Therel!”

“Where isthere?”

“Thereisover therel!!”

Vunian put a hand to his head and sighed. “Point toit,” he
ordered. “Andnotvaguely.” Zair complied. “Oh,” responded V unian. “ That small craft downat
the base of the mountain.”

“Well | don’t see another,” replied Zair.

“That isit! From now on you can't talk!”
“What if it isan emergency?’

“Only then.” Vunian then began to jog down the mountain
towardsthecraft. “Let’ sapproach it fromtheback. I’ m surethereisaback entrance. At least
I’m pretty sure.”

Zair shook his head mockingly.

“Oh be quiet, you,” Vunian mocked back.

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

27

A few minutes|ater the Jedi duo crawled behind the rather

bland craft. BothVunianand Zair ignited their lightsabersand sliced through the back of the

ship.
The two climbed throw the hole into adimly lit room where two
Gran stood.
“Who are you?’ asked one of the Gran.
“A personwith alightsaber,” responded Zair. “Now who are
you?’

The Gran laughed. “And why should | tell you?’ Zair brought up
hislightsaber and the Gran took two stepsback. Vunianjust smiled.
“I’dtalk,” Vunian said after amoment of tense silence.
The Granfinally spoke. “1 am Jork Hinnk, a representative of
the Gran colony of Uhj IV.”
“Why areyou here?’ asked Vunian.
“Totalk with the Separatist |leader here about an alliance.”
Zair beamed. “Oh really? Perhaps, if you would just step into

the bridge and activate your recording unit, we'll let youlive.”
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T he Commander of the Separatist forceson Ord Mantell was

Fugh Wirs, arather heavy Munn. Like all Munn he had athin face compared to humans yet
heavy to hisownrace. Hisskinwasadirty brown and hehad little hair to speak of. FughWirs
had been assigned to Command Ord Mantel| after |eading asuccessful assault onWoik I1.
Count Dooku thought him good enough acommander to be ableto lead the forces hidden on
Ord Mantell.

Or at least that iswhat Fugh bragged. In fact Count Dooku,
theleader of the Separatiststhought Fughincompetent and that the only reason he succeeded at
Woik Il wasdueto overwhelming forcesonthe side of the Separatists. Hethen placed Fugh on
OrdMantell, asit wasajob any military Commander could do. Thenoncetheforcesof Ord
Mantell were needed Dooku would assign another commander.

Y et there was something Fugh was good at: he wasan
excellent diplomat. Thushehad been asked to organizeatreaty withthe GranfromUhj 1V.
Thereforewhen one of the guards stated that two men, one ahuman the other aZabrak, were
coming up, hewasquitesurprised. TheMunnimmediately started hollering that therewasno
report of any humanscoming; just Gran and that thiscould beabreach of security. Theguard
then responded that the humanswere the diplomatsfrom Uhj IV asthe Gran diplomats had
becomeratherill. They even had arecording to show that they werewho they said they were.
Fugh nodded to himself thinking he had doneafinejob in asituation that had almost becomea

crisis.
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A few seconds later two men dressed in Gran robes stepped
out of theturbolift that brought them up to Fugh’ schambers. Hischamberswererather large
with ahugetableinthemiddlefor feasting and several rather comfortablelooking sofas. Fugh
proceeded to invite the two men to take aseat at thetable.

“A feast!” said the Zabrak in delight. “Oh, I’'m so hungry, too!

Thank you so much.”

Fugh cleared histhroat to call attention to himself (which was
not unusual). “ So | gather that youwould liketofeast. Excellent. | will call for thefood at once.”
With that he hurried over to the comlink and asked hisbutler to bring up the main course at
once.

“Nice place you have here,” said the human.
“The only thing nice hereisthefood,” responded the Zabrak
rudely. “ Theplace certainly needs somedecorating. Sowhy arewe her Foo?”’

“It’s, Fugh,” Fugh said.

“Uh huh. Sure.”

“We are here so we don’t alert ourselves to any Republic
forcesinthearea. Onceweareready we can strike at some of theworldscloser tothecore
from here. The Republic would never suspect it. Hell, we can even hit Bimmiel from here. The
Republichasanicestrongholdthere.” Fughleaned closer tothetwo* diplomats’. “ Actually

rumor hasit that we plant strike at Bimmiel next!”
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The Zabrak shrugged. “Old newsreally. The Republic has

figured that out for awhile now.”
“Oh.”
The human leaned forward. “But let’ s start bargaining.”

“But thefood isjust arriving,” complained Fugh as the butler
camein and placed thefood down. “Must we start so soon?’

“Yes”

Fugh sighed. “If youinsist. We, asin the Separatists, are
willingtogiveyou protectionfromtheRepublic by pacing several fortressesonyour Colony
world. But not only that, youwill receiveall that you need from usunlikewhat you got fromthe
Republic. All your needswill be supplied to you.”

The Zabrak laughed. “What aload of...”

The human cut him off with aglare and then returned his
gaze back to Fugh. “And what isit that you want in return?’

Fugh leaned back in his chair. “Loyalty. Some of your
resources. Hereistheexact agreement,” heanswered ashe pushed several paperstowardthe
human. The human then looked them over and pushed them back to Fugh.

“No deal,” said the human as he stood up. “Oh, and one

morething. Y ou' reunder arrest.” With that both of the Jedi stood and ignited their lightsabers.
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Coruscant-Palpatine’ s Office

M aster Y odasat ashelistened to Supreme Chancellor

Pal pati ne speak about the planning of the defense of Bimmiel.

“Where,” the Chancellor was saying, “is Rince Vunian?|
believehecould beof usetous. Heisan excellent General. Unlike some Jedi Knightsheknows
how to Command.”

Master Y oda straightened. “Made to be Commanders,
Jedi are not.”
The Chancellor nodded. “But may you call him back to
Coruscant assoonaspossible. Inthemeantime Genera Fistowill beon Bimmiel until Vunian
arrives. Can you do that for me Master Y oda?’
“No.”
“What? What do you mean?’ Palpatine was quite
surprised but managed not to show it.
“On amore important mission heis.”

“But Bimmiel ismore important.”

“Few live on Bimmiel. Evacuated they can be. The
people of Ord Mantell, evacuated they cannot be.”
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“Very well. But do not let him stay there longer than is

necessary. We need him assoon asispossible.”

Ord Mantell

Rince Vunian could tell that Fugh had believed their

lieswith no suspicion. It wasawonder that hewasstill incommand. Y et thiswasnot thetimeto
examinethe Confederacy’ sreasonsfor itsactions. Vunian went forward and lifted Fugh from
his seat.
“All right, Fugh, | need you to destroy thisfacility.

Immediately. Then| need youto send out afal se messageto Zeneb saying that therewasan
overloadinoneof your larger war machinesandthat several chain reactionscompl etely
obliteratedtheentirefacility. Then, of coursel’ m sureyouwill find thetimetokissuptothem,
I’ ve no doubt of that. Unlessof courseyou blow up thisfacility and come with us back to
Coruscant and makeit ook likeyouwereatraitor. Now beforeyou decidejust remember how
much of aforgiving man Count Dooku isbeforeyou makeyour decision, all right?’

Fugh looked like he was ready to vomit. He eventually
managed to gather up the strengthto nod hishead and say, “I’ [l do asyou say. But | will not

returnwithyouto Coruscant, | will stay here. None of you damn Force userswe pull meaway
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from my duty. Count Dooku will have hisrevenge on the people of Ord Mantell. Mark my
words on that.”

Vunian smiled. “I doubt that.” He turned to Zair. “Zair,
issue amessage to the Republic that we need a fleet to cometo Ord Mantell to protect it froma
Separatist attack. It doesn’t haveto beabig one. Thereare plenty of other Republic planets
near herethat can comeand hel p push back the Separatists.” Heturned back to Fugh. “Now,
go and issue the self destruct.” Fugh nodded and entered in afew codes on hiscomputers.

“Done,” he muttered.

“Excellent,” smiled Vunian. “Now let’swait for the
boom.”

Zair, back from sending the message, slowly crept
behind Fugh. “BOOM!” hescreamed. Fughjumpedand Zair chuckled. Vunianjust smiledand
shook his head.

A few seconds later the ground shook. “ That wasit,”
said Fughin defeat. “Now pleaseleave.”

Vunian smiled. “ Thereis no escape. The Republic will
be heresoon. Oh, andif you don’t transmit that message| can’t promiseyou much hospitality
when the Republic getsyou.”

With that the two Jedi left.
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Part Three: Error

Coruscant-Palpatine s Office-Night

General Kit Fisto hurried into the Chancellors

office, something hedid not usually do. “Sir, | have urgent news.”
The Chancellor looked up. “What isit, Genera? A
problem?’

Fisto took a seat and began his story. “Only afew
minutesagowereceived atransmissionfromOrd Mantell. It wasfrom Jedi KnightsMcDashin
and Vunian. They informed usto send afleet to Ord Mantell asthey had destroyed the base
therebut fear that retribution might come swiftly from the Separatists.”

The Chancellor nodded. “Very well. Send two assault
ships.”

“That isthe problem, sir. Before the message reached
us. A Separatist fleetinterceptedit. They areat Ord Mantell already. The Separatistshave
blockedit.” Fisto sighed. “If we send afleet there we can face heavy loses. The Separatists can

facethoselosesyet we can't.”
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The Chancellor stood. “I see. Ord Mantell will receive
no help I’'m afraid. We cannot spare the resources. Y ou may announce that to the public in the

morning.”

Ord Mantdll

T he Jedi had reached the i ty that evening and were

prepared to head back to Coruscant when several thingswent wrong.

“Oh, Sithspit!” yelled Vunian. Above the city loomed
ahuge Separati st spacecraft. It wasdonut shaped with alarge Control Bridgeinthemiddle
forming asphere. From the hangers on the craft the Jedi could see Droid Starfighters depart the
ship. “Wegottaget out of hereand fast. If they find usherenotelling what they will doto Ord
Mantell.”

“Vunian.” Zair had stopped in the middle of the street.
“It'stoo late.”

The lone Separatist craft was joined by many others

likeit. Withthose camelanding craftsfilled with droidsready to conquer Ord Mantell. Then

camethe lon Cannons.
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Giant blue energy shot down from the sky and
destroyed the nearby mountainsso to destroy any hidden Republic station that wasnot
discovered by theincompetent Fugh. Thentheenergy hit the Separatist base. No doubt to kill
Fughandtheothersinleaguewithhimduetotheir failure. Thebaseexplodedinahugefireball
that seemed to engulf the entire mountain.

“By the Force,” muttered Vunian. “They are
destroying everything near here. They hopetokill usandin doing so killing thousands of
innocents.”

Zair was too horrified to respond.

“We haveto turn ourselvesin,” said Vunian. “Itis
the only way to stop this massacre.”

“| agree,” replied Zair. “Let’ s contact them from our
ship.” With that they hurried down the streetstrying to get to their shipsbeforethelon blasts

reached the city.

! Separatist Command Ship, thisis Jedi Knight

Rince Vunian. Do you copy?’ Rince leaned towardsthecomlink apprehensively. Giving himself
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up to the Separatists was quite nerve-racking. Y et histhoughtstravel ed el sswhere asecond
|later.
“Hello, Rince. What a pleasant, surprise,” replied a
female voice.
“1 know you. Who?’
“I was once a Jedi. Y ou know me as Padawan
Durin. But know | am Dark Lady Deferaof the Separatists.”

Zair stepped forward. “Y ou are not transmitting
fromthe Command Ship. Y ou haveaseparatecraft. Why areyoulanding it here?A littlerisky
isn'tit?

Vunian sighed. “Y ou’ ve never seen her fight.”
Deferalaughed. “Once we got word that you

wereon Ord Mantell, | didn’t waste amoment coming here. Now come greet me.”

Defera sshuttle settled down only afew seconds

later but the Jedi werealready there, waiting for her. Theramp on her shuttle slowly descended
ontothecircular platform, whichwas seventy metersabove ground with only atwo-meter high

railing to prevent onefrom falling off.
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“We don’t want to fight you Defera,” spoke
Vunian. “We arehereto surrender.” Thetwo Jedi placed their sabersontheground. Defera
smiled.

“l don’t want you as my prisoners. | want you
dead.” With that she activated her double-sided lightsaber. Both sides shone red energy
blades. Shetwirled it and charged at the Jedi.

Both Rince and Zair called upon the Force and
their lightsabers cameto them and they activated the blades. With no words they went into a
defensive stanceready to take on Defera. Wordswere now useless. No wordsthetwo Jedi
said could stop Defera.

The three met and both Jedi blocked her swing. As
thebladeshit acracklefilledtheair. Rincejumped up and behind Deferabut sheswung one
part of her blade behind her back to block hisswings. Therewasno doubt that Deferawasthe
oneon the offensive. Rincetried to change this. He hit the ground rolling and swung at Defera’ s
legsasZair swung at her head. Deferaeasily placed her bladein aposition to block both
strikes.

Soon the three were nearing the edge of the
platform and Deferawas till onthe offensive. Rince swung at her head from aboveyet she
easily blockedtheattack. Thenit begantorain. Therain caused thelightsabersto crackleeven
more yet the Jedi and Deferadid not seemto notice. Thefighting did not slow in the least bit.

Both Zair and Rincehadtheir backstotherailingsas Deferakept pushing themforward. Her
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attackswere swift and powerful. The Jedi blocked all of her attacksyet werenot abletoslash
at her.

With ajump and akick she sent Zair flying into the
rail. Y et Zair hopped back up and regained hisposition. Heslashed at her legsand caught her
off balance. The Dark Jedi had to jump back and she suddenly found herself onthe defensive.
Thentheraincamedown harder. Soonvisibility wasterriblebut yet againthe Jedi and the Dark
Jedi werenot affected. Thebattlestill raged on. A constant blocking and parrying asthey
crossed to the other side of the platform. Rinceand Zair continued to push Deferafarther back.
Rincedlid onto theground and chopped at her legs. Sheblocked theattack, but only barely. A
worried expression crossed her face, for only amoment. Shewasbeginningtolose. Shehadto
do something.

But Rince did something first. He launched himself
at her and kicked her to theground. Shefelt the Force and pushed him back and he stumbl ed.
Deferaquickly regained her balance but Zair kicked her in the face and she smashed into the
railing. Zair ran forward but shekicked him and hewent flying over therailing.

He grabbed onto part of it and jumped back onto
the other side. Rince and her were aready sparing when heregained hisbalance.

Rince feinted to the | eft and then slashed at Defera
fromtheright. Shequickly blocked but hewasalready attacking again. The lightsabers hit each

other again and again in abeautiful display of green and red.
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Suddenly Defera smiled and began to laugh. “Y ou
cannot win. Not with so may otherson my side.” At that moment she put all of her strength into
aslashthat pushed V unian to the ground. She smiled again and then slashed at him. Herolled

but not beforethe blade sliced into hisarm and blood poured out. Deferalaughed yet again.
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Part One: Council
Place: Zeneb, the Separatist Capitol

7 1/2 weeks after TBoG

Count Dooku strodeinto the meeting chamber, hisblack cloak flowing behind him.

Hewas aman nearing ahundred but didn’t look it. Hisface waslong and his beard was white.
Infront of him stood theleadersof the Separatists. Dooku sat downinachair at the head of the
table.
“Welcometo Zeneb, my friends. Thisisthe capitol of the Confederacy!” Dooku

smiled. “I have good news. Our forceshave swept through the Republicbaseon Ylesia. A
victory asl promisedyou,” hesaidin hiselegant and reassuring voice. “ Soon enoughthe
Republicwill realizethat they arein over there heads.”

Viceroy Nute Gunray of the Trade Federation, agreen Neimoidianwithlargered
eyes, objected. “ TheRepublicforcesarestrong enoughto take usdown soon! | for one
sincerely doubt that wewill beableto hold our own, let aloneforcethe Republicto surrender.”

Dooku leaned forward. “Y ou worry to much, Viceroy.”
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“1 concur with the Viceroy,” spoke ShuMai asmall narrow headed alien who was
theleader of the Commerce Guild. “ Therearetimeswhen | wonder if | wasconnedinto this.
Would that be so, Lord Dooku?’

Dooku stood. “Thisisoutrageous! We are on the edge of victory. In amatter of
monthsthe Republicwill be brought downto their kneesand we can havewhat wewant: a
galaxy free of Republic corruption. Even now members of the Senate wonder what to do. In
duetimemorewill joinus. Inevery victory by us, Supreme Chancellor Pal patinelosesmore
power.”

Shu Mai shook her head. “ That isnot so. The Chancellor isvery well liked by
citizensof theRepublic. Heis, intheir mindsat | east, astrong leader.”

Dooku sat back down. He always hated the way Shu Mai never trusted hisword.
“Perhapsyou areright. But | think that we can €liminatethat problem soonenough. As| said
before, the Jedi will bebrought downinonly amatter of time. Andwith that the Republicwill
fall soon after.”

“But how?’ inquired Shu Mal.

Dooku just smiled.

Ord Mantdll
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Rince Vunian’ sarm hurt and looking at the blood coming fromit didn’t make

mattersany better. Y et he knew that he had to get himself together.

Deferadlashed out at him again asV unian called upon the Force and jumped
backwards as he called hislight saber to hisleft hand. The bladefelt odd there but he knew that
hisright hand wasin no condition to hold it.

Not far from him he could see Zair charging forward.
Deferaturned and slashed out at the Zabrak, Zair McDashin. The Zabrak blocked
the swing, hisgreen lightsaber shining and sparkling astherainhitit.

The battle had been going on for only afew minutes on top of alanding platform
yet in those two minutes the skies of Ord Mantell went from cloudy to stormy. Neverthelessthe
three opponents did not notice.

Vunian ran at Defera sback but she blocked his swing with theright end of her
blade and then swung at Zair with theleft. Zair hopped back and Deferafell forward. Zair
brought hiskneeup into her face and she stumbled backwards.

Vunian noticed something odd. A soft hum. He glanced up and saw that another
transport wasarriving. Nodoubt filledwithdroidsto help Defera. “ Zair! We have to take her
ship,” shouted VVunian. With Deferaregai ning her composurethetwo Jedi had amoment totake
her ship. They jumped up onto the ramp and closed up thedoors.

Vunian sank to thefloor as he nursed hiswounds. “1’ m going to find some Bacta

to heal thiswound. Seeif you can pilot usout of here.”
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Zair grinned. “No problem.” He hurried into the cockpit and engaged his
thrusters. The shuttletook of, leaving Deferabehind.
“1 was actualy alittle nervousback there,” Zair said to V unian asthe wounded
Jedi cameintothecockpit. Onhishurt armaBactapatch wasattached. “ How’ sthat working?’
Vunian nodded. “It’ sfine. I'll meditate later on but | wanted to make sure
everythingwasall right.”
Zair pointed out of the cockpit window. “Well asyou can seewearein
hyperspace. So go get somerest.”
Vunian stood and headed out. “ Thanks for hel ping me out back there. I'd give
you ahug but withthearmand all...”
Zair frowned mockingly. “Well | guessacouple of drinkslater on will haveto

do.”

8 weeks after TBoG

Coruscant- The Jedi Temple

Obi-Wan K enobi stood before the Jedi Council. Only afew minutes ago he

was called to cometo them to discussan urgent matter. An hour ago the Jedi Council had
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received amessagefromthe Supreme Chancellor of the Republic. Hisagentshad found asafe
passage for asingle Jedi Knight to infiltrate the Confederacy homeworld of Zeneb. On Zeneb
weremany of the Confederacy’ sDroid factories. All of whichwereto bedestroyed by the
single Jedi Knight that wasto enter the capitol. It was Obi-Wan' s lucky day.

The human Jedi Master, Mace Windu outlined the plan for him. “Y ou are going
togoinasanaideto Senator Hyit. Hyit isplanning to defect to the Confederacy but oncewe
learned of thiswe decided that thismight work to our advantage. The Republic has
apprehended Hyit' scurrent aide and you are going to be thereplacement. Asfar asHyit knows
hisaidewasarrested for smuggling spice. Count Dooku hasinvited Hyitto Zeneb to discuss
arrangementson how Hyit and hispeoplearegoing tojointhe Confederacy. Whilethisis
happening we want you to sabotage the Droid Factories.”

Obi-Wan stroked hisorange beard and looked out of thewindowsthat lined
thecircular chamber. Outside hundredsof airspeedersflew around throughthecitiesof
Coruscant. Some of the Skyscraperswerethousands of feet tall yet when onelooked out of the
windowsfromthe Council chambersmost of thebuildingslooked smaller. Y et at thistimethey
looked beautiful asnight fell and the buildingslit up.

“How am | to destroy or sabotage the factories?’ Obi-Wan asked. Master
Y odachuckledinresponseand Maceleaned back inhischair.

“That is up to you Master Kenobi.”
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Zeneb

Right. Left. Right. Left. The two droids that accompanied Count Dooku walkedin

perfect harmony together. They weretall and skeletal. They werethe Confederacy’ sBattle
Droids. Count Dooku had them assigned to him asguardsonly to look asif he needed
protection. There was no doubt in the old man’smind that he could take care of himself.
He harbored no fears as he walked into the Council of the Confederacy’ sHall.
“Hello, my friends,” Dooku spoke as hewalked into theroom. “1’ ve just received
conformation that Dantooineisours. Weonly have Bimmiel | eft to secureand then wewill have
afirm grip on this section of the galaxy.”
Shu Mai stood. “Well itisabout time! My forces are getting massacred on Tobis
Primel!!”
Dooku grinned as he sat down at the chair at the head of thetable. “ If you recall, Shu
Mal, | told you that TobisPrimewould not fall.”
“And | saidit wouldif | had the whole of the Confederacy’ sforces behind me,” Shu
Mai retorted. “Y ou refused.”
“Itisnot important that Tobis Primefall. But I’ m sureyou are well aware of that Shu
Mai. Perhapsbecause of an enemy of yourscalls TobisPrimehishomeworld. Perhapsthat
swayedyour...plans.” Dooku et that sink in before he continued. “Now Viceroy Gunray, what

news do you havefor usof the assault on Bimmiel.”
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The nervous and bumbling Neimoidian, Nute Gunray, stood. “Our forcesarewell
prepared for theassault. Our advantageisour overwhelming numbers. | believe...” Hewas cut
off by Dooku who waved his hand.

“Overwhelming numbersare good, Viceroy, but | propose something else. The
Republic hasBimmiel under itscontrol for tworeasons. One: They want afootholdin our
space. Bimmiel suppliesthisasitiscloseto here. Two: Thereisavast amount of oreon
Bimmiel. The Republicisusing thisto benefititswar funds. But we can usethisto our
advantage. Theoreisflammable. Thereforethe Republichasit under heavy guardalongwith
there mining tunnels. But | have afew agentswho can changethis.” Heturned to San Hill.
“What of our money supplies?’

Theleader of the supposedly “neutral” Banking Clan leaned forward. “With
Aargau’ sresourcesunder heavy suspicion it hasbeen difficult to get many resources. But I’ ve
managed to gather afew.” San Hill grinned nastily.

Dooku nodded. “And what of our friendsfrom The Coporate Alliance?’

Passel Argenteraised hisgreen head. “ Unfortunately | haven’t been able to acquire
what we need. But with afew moreweekswewill be back on track.”

“1 hope so,” put in Shu Mai. “We need everything we can get.”

“I realizethat,” replied Argente coolly. “But not al of ushave your resources at
hand. Y our resourcesthat you cheated for, that is.”

Shu Mai raised an eyebrow. “1 find your hypocrisy amusing.”
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“That isenough,” stated Dooku. “1 will hear no more of thisbickering. With the
Battle of Bimmiel approachingwewill need thoseresources, though. Although | trustin Passel
Argente.” He stood. “ That will beall unlessany of you have something to add.”
Nute Gunray raised hishand. “ And what of these agents?’

“They do not concern you.”

Shuttle Craft-In route to Coruscant

Zair McDashinleaned back inthe cockpit seat humming to himself quiteloudly.

“Shut up, up there!” Vunian hollered.
“But it’sagood tune. Written by...ohwhat’shisface. Y’ know.”
“DON’'T know. DON’T care. I’'mtrying to rest.”
Zair smirked. “Ohyes. You hurt yourself.” He sighed. “We can’t take you
anywhere. Hehe...What the Heck? Get up here!!”
Vunianjogged intotheroom. “What?’ Then hesaw it. Hundreds of Republic ships
werein orbit around Coruscant. “ Jeez, we must be planning for abig push.”

Zair nodded in agreement. “| wouldn’t be surprised. I’ ve been expecting one.”
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Part Two: Rehabilitation

Bimmiel-Republic HQ

K it Fistolooked over the gray mountainsof the planet Bimmiel. With Master Vunian

still onamission General Fistowasinchargeof Bimmiel. Normally the Clone Commander 11-
V-67 would bein command yet the Republic knew that Bimmiel wasgoing to beunder threat
by Confederacy Forcessoon. Fisto had madesurethat Bimmiel wassecuredinevery possible
way. All of themountainshad several hundred Clone Troopersin each. Near the base dozens
of AT-ST vehiclespatrolled the areaready to lash out.

Y et Kit Fisto still knew something was wrong.

Hehad entered themountain easily enough. Count Dooku’ smapsof theareaand

it' sguards were perfect. It wouldn’t be long now.

“11-V-67,” caledFisto. “ Something’ swrong | can senseadisturbancethrough the

Force.”
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He saw the Clone Troopers coming down at him and he activated hislightsaber.

“Sorry but I have no time to dawdle with you.”

Fistoleaned back against thewal | asthe Clone Commander spoke. “Wearereceiving

no reportsof any disturbances, sir. Areyou surethat somethingiswrong?’

He saw them not far behind but he knew that the Clone Troopers would be dead in a

matter of moments.

TheCommander straightened. “ Sir, we' velost contact with some of themining

sguads.”
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Fistofeltit. The ground shook. Helooked out the window only to see ahellish mass of
land.
“By the Force,” muttered Fisto. “ Someone get me acommunication with General

Cambini.”

Coruscant

(Genera Cambini wasawoken when hisdoorbell rang. “Hello?”

“Captain Vernoff,” came afemale voice.
“The General put on hisrobe. “Comein.”
“We have news, sir. | just...”
Cambini sighed. “Bimmiel.”
Vernoff nodded, her braided hair bouncing. “ The casualtiesarein thehundreds. A
bomb went off and we have no clue how.”
Cambini took aseat. “What does General Fisto need?’

“You.”
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RinceVunianwasin pain. TheMedical Droid hadinformed himthat the Bactaonthe

shiphadavirusinit. Deferahad apparently covered everything. Theviruswould bring anormal
man to hiskneesbut V unian had the use of the Forceand hewasabletokill theviruswithina
day. It still hurt though. The new Bactawas hel ping but not enough.

“How areya?’ asked Zair fromthe chair hesat in.

“Just peachy,” replied Vunian fromthe bed. “| can’t believe that woman poisoned the
Bacta. That witch.”

Zair leaned forward. “Y ou knew her though. How?’

Vunian could never forget.

Vunian wasalmost inthe clear to get to hyper space but the Separ atist craft was
gaining. Heturned hard star boar d andinstructed Gyan to do the same. Gyanwasnot far
behind himyet the Separatist craft could hit Gyan beforethey coul d get the Jedi Knight.
Laser fireripped through sp aceat thetwo Jedi. Vunianbarrel rolled and prepared to
jump to hyper space. Then he saw Gyan break off and attack. In a few secondshimand
his ship wereripped apart.

“When | wasinstructing several Padawan L earnerson Namar there weretwo Students
who betrayed me: Ezzan and Durin. But Durin changed her nameto Deferal guess. Her and
Ezzan wereturned to the Dark Side by Dooku. Meand Gyan, the other Padawan madea
getaway. But Deferaand Ezzan killed Gyanin hiscraft before we escaped. Gyan was an
excellent student. Kind and friendly.”

Zair smiled. “Kindalike me.”
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“Not at all.” Vunian returned asmile. “Anyhow she’ san excellent duelist. And shedid
takeushby surprise, though. | expect wewill meet again beforelong.”
Zair frowned and leaned back. “ And what of Ezzan?’
Ezzan shrugged. “ Supid Jedi. Insane? No. | havechosentheright path. Theone
wherel canusemyfull talent!” Vunianshookhishead.“ You'rewrong.I’'msorry” Wit h
that Vunian dliced forwardto knock Ezzan' slightsaber away but Ezzan wastofast. He
rolledtothesideand sliced at Vunian'sthigh. Vuniantwisted hissaber aroundand easily
blocked theattack. Ezzan stumbled back and Vuniantook thischancetoattac k.
“Ezzan escaped before | could capture him.”
Ezzan snorted. It wasthe distraction Vunian had been waiting for. He jumped up
anddlicedthroughthetraitor slightsaber hilt. Ezzan jumped back andran. Vunian
wanted to chase h imdown but he knew Gyan wasrunning into trouble. Ezzan had known
thistoo and had used thisfact to escape without hassle once he begantolose.
“1 would guess Ezzan is still out there. We may run into him, too.”
Zair stood and patted VV unian on the shoulder. “ Get better my friend. May the Force be
with you.”
“And you, my friend.”
Vunian rolled back onto his side and closed his eyes.
She smiled again and then slashed at him. Herolled but not befor e the blade sliced

into hisarmand blood poured out. Defera laughed yet again.
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“Ah!” Heshook hishead. Thisisnot happening now, hetold himself. Thisisover. He

closed his eyes and dlept.

The Jedi Council met latethat night. Master Y odasat in the middle, Mace Windu to

hisleft and Ki-Adi Mundi to hisright. Inthe center of the room was aholographicimage of
Supreme Chancellor Pal patine viathe Hol onet.
“What has happened on Bimmiel?” asked Palpatine.

Mace Windu frowned. “ Master Fisto hasreported that about five hundred Clone
Trooperswerelost inachain reaction of explosionsinthemines. Heand therest of the Council,
aswell asl, believethat the Separatists are planning for an assault on Bimmiel within the week.
Perhaps by tomorrow night the battlewill have begun.”

Palpatine looked surprised. “ I didn’t think that would attack so soon after the Battle of
Ylesia. But | suppose that wasfoolish of me. Oh, how isRinceVunian?’

Master Y odasmiled. “Doing well heis. A full recover iscertain wefeel, mmmmm.”

“But hewill never beready intimefor Bimmiel. Yet | need Kit Fisto elsewhere. Oh,
well. How about his partner, Zair McDashin?Ishewell?’

Master Y oda nodded. “Fine heis.”
Palpatine smiled. “ Quite excellent. | feared wewereto loseyet another of our esteemed

Jedi. Neverthel esswehavemany problemsotherwise. Kit Fisto hasjust arrived at Bimmiel.
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Only afew days beforetheattack, correct? He said of aproblem at our cloning facilitieson
Kamino.”
“The problem has been eliminated,” replied Mace Windu. “ It wasavirusto which him
and Aayla Securafound acurefor.”
The Supreme Chancellor nodded. “1 never had timeto discussit with him, with the
Battleof Ylesiaand such. | amgladto hear that all iswell. But no doubt another attack is
imminent. OnceMaster Kenobi returns| shall post himtherea ong with hisPadawan L earner.”

“Excellent,” replied Mace Windu.

Zeneb

Everythi ng had goneaccordingto plan. Master Kenobi wasinsidethe Separatist

vase posing as an aide to the Senator.

Now night had fallen and he wasin hisroom gathering hislightsaber and severd
explosives. TheDroid Factories, helearned wereeasy enoughtolocateasonecould hear
them. Y et something still seemed wrong. It wasall too easy.

He stepped out into the dark corridor and silently walked down to the elevator.

Onceinsidehewent asfar downasit could go, but being an elevator openedto everyoneit did

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

56

not go downtothe Droid Factories. Thedoorsopenedto reveal adark Lobby. The Jedi
Knight stepped forwardsand proceeded down another corridor.

Obi-Wan could tell something wasdefinitely wrong. But then againhewas on an
enemy planet.

Down several flightsof stairsand another elevator he found himself faced with an
obstacle: acoded door. He stepped forward and took out his decoder and attached it onto the
lock. No doubt thiswould take awhile, he thought to himself.

It didn’t.
Obi-Wan steppedinsideand activated hislightsaber, ready for any Droidsthat were
guarding the area. There were none. He crept forward. Themain control panel wasn't far.
And then the room exploded.
Theroomwasafake. Severa Super Battle Droids came out of aback door and
started firing at Obi-Wan who had been thrown across the room. He shot up and deflected a
few shotsback at one of the Droidswith hisglowing bluelightsaber.
It directly hit one of the Droids and the Droids dropped to the ground in amess of
circuits.
Two more were [eft.
Obi-Wan jumped up and sliced one of thedroidsin half ashe came back down.
Then he swung to theleft and sliced the Droid’ shead clean off.

No doubt more are coming, he thought. | must get out of here.
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Coruscant-The Jedi Temple

Rince Vunian sat before Jedi Master Mace Windu in the room of athousand

fountains.

“That moment has beenin my dreamssince| returned. I’ ve meditated and tried
camingtechniquesbut | still havethenightmares.” Tearsformedin Rince' seyes. “And it wasn't
just someDark Jedi. ItwasDurin. Or Defera. Someonel trusted sliced openmy arm.”

Master Windu had listened in silence and finally spoke. “ It isquite normal that you
are depressed and, perhaps, even feeling responsible. Itisnot your fault, Master Vunian. Y our
depressionwill passwithtime. It may not seem asif it will at themoment but it will be. The
Forceiswithyou Master Vunian. It will helpyouthroughthisif youletit.”

“Indeeditwill.” Master Shaak Ti placed her red hand onto Vunian’ sshoulder. “|
havelost many thingsinmy time, my friend. Oneof themmy Apprentice. | toofelt responsible.
But soon enough | learned that therewasnothing | could havedone.” Shaak Ti wasatal dien
with several tentaclescoming from her head and ending at half way down her back. Her face
wasred and always carried ahappy expression.

Vunian nodded. “Y eah. But you caught your Apprentice skiller. That witch,

Defera, is still out there.”
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Both of the Jedi nodded. “But thereis nothing you can do,” replied Windu. “I’'m
sure her sudden appearance put you off guard. It would have donethe sameto me.
Vunian nodded and stood. “ Thank you. Both of you. I’'m gonna head back to my
room.”
Hewalked down the stairs and back into the corridors. If | ever find her, he
thought, I’ d kill her. No matter what the cost.
“Don’t be stupid and vow vengeance,” spoke Zair who was leaning against the wall
waitingfor Vunian. “I cansensewhat you' rethinking. Y ouareliterally shoutingit.”
Vuniantwirled to face Zair. “ And what would you know? Shedidn’t slice your
arm open!”
“No. But she dliced yoursopen. And that isreason enough for meto want tokill
her.”
Vunian sighed. “I’m sorry.”
“Don’'t be. I’d feel thesameway if | wereyou. And | know you would say what |
just did to me.”
Vunianfrowned. “| still don’t think you understand. | knew her. Not well but still.
Shesdliced my arm open. | can remember seeing the blood pour out.”
Herolled but not before the blade sliced into hisarmand blood poured out.
Zair stepped forward. “What color was the blood?’
Herolled but not before the blade sliced into hisarmand blood poured out.
“Red.”
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“And what happened in your mind as this happened?’
RinceVunian’ sarmhurt and looking at the blood coming fromit didn’t make
mattersany better. Yet he knew that he had to get himself together.
“1 tried to get myself together. To face her.”
“And then?’
Herolled but not before the blade sliced into hisarmand blood poured out.
“Zair you werethere. Y ou know what happened after that.”
“Tell me.”
Herolled but not beforethe bladedicedintohisar  mand blood poured out.
“It'skindafoggy.”
“What color was the blood?’
Herolled but not before the blade sliced into hisarmand blood poured out.
“Um...red.”
“What color?’
“My arm!!” Vunian was shouting. “It’s bleeding!”
“WHAT COLORWASTHE BLOOD?
“RED!!! Damnit! It was red!”
Then herealized it. “ The blood was not red.”
“No.”
“Lightsabersdon’t cause bleeding for afew secondsyet | saw it asshe cut into my

am.
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“The shock. Y ou saw what you expected to see. Y our death by your failure.”
Tearswere flowing down hisface. “| should have known. When | tested her.”
“Tell me thewhole story.”

“ After the Battle the of Geonosis severa Apprentices had no masters. | was
instructed totest three of themto seeif they wereready to becomefull Jedi Knights. Two of the
three, Ezzan and Defera, werein fact on Dooku’ sside. | suppose he spokewith them after
Geonosis. They killed the other Padawan Learner, Gyan.”

“And you think you should have sensed it?’

“The betrayal? Yes.”

“The Jedi Council didn’t so why would you?’
Vunian finally smiled. “Y ou should be atherapist.”

Zair grinned. “Well... y’know.”

(Genera Ayer Cambini rang the doorbell and afew seconds|ater it opened to reveal

Rince Vunian.

“Ayer! It'sgreat to seeyou.” He uncharacteristically hugged him. “How long hasit
been?’

Ayer smiled. “How areyou feeling? | heard about the arm.”

“Much better. Thanks. How about you? | heard you were kicked out of Palpatine's
office. Never did like that guy too much.”
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Cambini frowned. “It'salong story.”

“| havethetime. It'll be awhile beforethisarm heals.”

Part Three: Outbreak

Zeneb

(Obi-Wan Kenobi was opening the door to the Senator’ s shuttle when he noticed the

machinery.
At first hethought it was connected to thewall but herealized it wasn't after afew
seconds. Themachineslooked asif they would beusedfor digging. I’ | haveto remember to

mention thisto the Council. With that hetook off.

Bimmiel

The ARC Clone Trooper, A-15, hit the ground and rolled. Hiswhite armor, which

covered him completely, was stained with brown dirt. Only aminute ago heand therest of his
squad had been patrolling near the perimeter of General Fisto’ sbasewhenthey cameunder fire
by Separatist Super Battle Droids.

A-15had already tried to contact the Republic base but the communicationswere

jammed. “Find cover and returnfire,” heyelled out to his squad. Herolled again and stopped
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behind asmall boul der near the base of amountain. The mountainssurrounded the Republic
base ononesideand that wasthesidethat General Fistofigured aSeparatist attack group
would sneak in from. Hewas right.

A-15jumped up and opened fire, blue bolts shooting from hisblaster rifle. Hehit one
droidright inthe chest and it fell to the ground in amess of bolts. A-15 was forced to duck
down again when two droids began to fireright at him. The ARC trooper ran from hishiding
spot and strafed to thel eft firing. Another droid went down but not beforeabolt hithiminthe
shoulder. Hisarmor protected himyet heknew it wouldn’t hold out forever.

He headed back towards the Republic base and signaled his men to do the same.

Another droid cameat him and shot red boltsat him. The boltsdidn’t breach hisarmor
but it shoved him down. Aiming at aboulder hefired. Theboul der shattered and piecesof rock
flew everywhere, confusing thedroids. A-15 continued hisretreat.

Hewasfarther away from the Separati sts comm jamming devices, which were probably
hidden in the mountains, to contact General Fisto.

“We're under heavy fire by droids!”

Fisto’ svoice crackled over. “ Get out of there. We can’t send any moretroops. A
Separatist fleet isin orbit around the plane!”

“1 copy.” Heshut off hiscomm. They would haveto hurry if they wanted to live. He
randomly shot out trying to cover their escape. It didn’t help. Thedroidskept coming. A-15
pumped off afew more shotsand then ran with all hismight. Hedropped agrenade asheran.

Hisfinal one. After afew secondsagiant explosion engulfed theareabehind him. He didn’t
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doubt that threeor four droids had been destroyed. But would that be enough?He hoped so
and didn’t let up his pace.

A sound came from above and he looked up. Therewas no mistaking what it was.
Hundreds of brown, angular droid starfightersaong with landing graft and Assault shipswere
landing. The Separatistshad begun their attack.

One of the transports wasn'’t landing too far away and A-15 decided it wasagood
target to hit. He confirmed it with Command and then directed hismen to it.

Thetransport was opening up to let out skeletal Battle Droidsal ong with Super Battle
Droids. And severa tanksjust for fun.

“Scatter and assault!”

The Clonestook the Droids with surprise and many of them went down. A-15 alowed
himself asmall smile. Hefired ontwo Super Battle Droidsand they both exploded. Hejumped
and landed ontop of atank. He blasted open the hatch and shot thedroid at the controls.

He turned to find himself face to face with atank. He hit the ground and
rolled but not before the tank fired. A-15 felt hisarm burn off. And then he was shot in the back

of the head.

General Kit Fisto sighed as helooked over the 3-D war board and sighed. The Droid

army had begunto assault their shield generator. Soon the basewould be opento attack and

they would haveto retreat. Unlessthe Republic Fleet camefirst.
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Coruscant-The Supreme Chancellor’ s Office
“Don’t send the fleet. Order themto retreat,” spoke Palpatine.

General Tiiver, amale human nearing middle age, gaped. “What? We have been putting
thisfleet together just for Bimmiel. Onceit arrivesthe oddswon'’t be so favorablefor the
Separatists.”

Pal patineleaned back. “No doubt. But the Separatistsare expecting our fleet to arrive.
Let’ sput them off their footing. Alert General Fistotoretreat when hefeelstheneedto. The
Separatistswill nolonger be confident that they can predict our movements. Thisis, in many

ways, avictory for us, Genera.”

Bimmiel-Republic HQ
General Fistoturned tothe Clone Commander. “1 just received newsthat wewon' t
be getting reinforcements. That doesn’t mean we can’'t win though. Let’ s be optimistic. Move

Squadrons4 and 5 to concentratetheir fireon theright flank.”

Fisto looked back at the War board. “May the Force help us.”
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Zeneb
Count Dooku smiled. “Well done Ezzan. How many Clone Troopers were lost?’
Ezzan was standing before Dooku’ sdesk at the heart of the Separatist capitol. “ At
least two hundred.”

“Excellent. But thereis something else | ask of you. Someone | need dead.”
Ezzan raised an eyebrow. “Who?’

“A General Ayer Cambini.”

Coruscant- Cambini’ s Office

The Following Day
RinceVunian sat at on oneside of Ayer Cambini’ sdesk and the good General on

the other. They had been sitting for afew hours, discussing old timeswhen they had met on
Dantooineten or so yearsback. V unian had been sent thereto disperseariot that turned
violent. Republic Security had to be sent in and Cambini wasthe commander of the squad.
Rince had expected atypical military manwho wasfull of himself but hewaswrong. Together
thetwo of them had managed to get apeaceful solution. Althoughan armed Republictask force
backing them up had helped.

“The other day,” began Cambini, “Genera Fisto called mefor some advice on

Bimmiel. Thedamned Chancellor isn’ t sending any reinforcements. Thinksit’ [l send off the
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bal ance of something or another. We'll lose Bimmiel and alot of Clone Troopers. But that
seems to mean squat to Palpatine. | preferred Valorum before he waskicked out of office by
Palpatine.”

Rincerecalled that well. Vaorum, the previous Chancellor was kicked out
when Pal patine put up avote of no confidence. Theother Senatorsbelievedtheliesthat had
been spread about VV alorum. Hewas ousted by an overwhel ming majority and Pal patinewas
votedin by alandslide. Of courseit helped that hisplanet wasinacrisisand hewaspitied.
Personally Rince never liked him.

“Well | nevertrusted Palpatine,” stated Rince. Cambini noddedin agreement.
“Well | must begoing Ayer. I'll seeyou soon.”

Thetwo promised to talk again soon and Rince left. He had to get back to the
temple and meditate which would hopefully improve his healing. He wanted to get back onthe
job again. And eventhough hefelt wrong thinkingit, hewanted to find Defera. But herefused to
believethat hewantedtokill her. Although hewasstill worried asto how hewould act when he
found her.

Then hefelt it. He sensed that something waswrong. He took out his comlink.
“Zar?

“Hi. Need help?’

“Can you come over to Cambini’s office?’
“No problem. Anything wrong?’
“1 don’t know.”
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He shut off the comlink and hurried back to the office. The door slid opento
reveal Cambini with hishead on the desk.

“Genera? Areyou...”

He never finished his sentence. A red blur came at him and he jumped back
and activated hislightsaber. He could fight with either arm but heliked to use both to hold his
saber. Unfortunately he could only use one.

He turned and saw that the red blur was alightsaber. The user was Ezzan.
Hestood behind the General’ sbody and infront of the hugewindow that showed acloudy
Coruscant city.

“Ezzan? What did you do to him?22”
Ezzan smiled. “Heisquite dead.”

V unian jumped onto the desk and slashed out at Ezzan. Ezzan was not
nearly agood afighter as Defera. But hewould bealittle bit of achallenge since Vunian could
only use onearm. But no doubt Rince could still win.

He jumped down and swung at Ezzan’ s head. Ezzan ducked and jumped
onto the other side of the desk. V unian was about to slash at him again when Ezzan was
beheaded by Zair McDashin.

“Rince! You dl right?’
“Is he dead?”’
“Yeah.”

“Pfft...l1 wanted to have the honor.”
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Zair' seyeswidened. “Don’t say something likethat. It wastough for me
tokill him. Hewasaliving being. Not somedroid.”
“Hekilled Ayer!”
“l saw.”
“And you still regret killing him?’
“No, | never said | regrettedit. | did it to saveyour life. That was reason
enough. But it wastough.”
A storm was beginning outside. Rain was flying down and lightening could
be seen, far off. It suited Rince’ s mood.
“C’mon Rince let’ s go back to thetemple.”
“Fine. I'll call security first.”
Zair nodded. “Good idea.”
Rince walked over to the comlink and Zair could see afew tears coming
from hiseyes.

The man has certainly had ahand full lately, Zair thought.

Zeneb

Deferastood before Count Dooku. “ It hasbeen confirmed,” shesaid.

“Ezzanisdied. Killed by Zair McDashin or RinceVunian.”
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Count Dooku stood. “Y our failure brought this about. Y ou had the chance
to takethem. Nevertheless| will give you another chancefor revenge. Butif youcan't doit

THENI'LL DOIT MY SELF!!!”

9 weeks after TBoG

Coruscant- the Jedi Temple
TheBattleof Bimmiel had been raging on for aweek now. Rince Vunian
wished he were there. Thereportswere not good. The casualtieswere high onthe Republic’'s
side.
Rince Vunian’ sthoughts wereinterrupted by the arrival of Zair McDashin.
“Hi, Rince. | got some bad news. We believed that Ezzan choked Cambini

to death sincethere were no saber slasheson hisbody. Hewasn’ t choked to death. Hekilled

himself.”

Star Wars
Victory Quest I11:

Tornado
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Part One: Decree
Bimmiel
9 weeks after TBoG
Kt Fisto was on hisspeeder bike and on the retreat. The Republic Forces had

fallenand theremainder of the Clone Army washeading towardsthe Evacuation Ships.
Kit looked back and saw the smoking remains of the Republic Base. What a
waste, he thought. He stopped the speeder and joined one of the Clone Commanders. “ Alert

the Republic to what has happened.”

Coruscant- Intel Office
(General Ofen Tiiver wasgetting ol d but was alwaysready for action. When he

received the call to report to the Intelligence Department hedidn’t wasteany time.
The doors opened automatically and he entered into alarge room with 3-D
maps, computer charts and alot of Senior officers running around. Deputy Director of
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Intelligence Armand Isard, a male human, beckoned him to a small map of Bimmiel and its
surrounding planets. Armand was in his mid thirties and had climbed the ladder of success
rapidly. Although it hel ped to berespected by Pal patine, which hewas.

Tiiver washuman and in hislate seventies and had ahard emotionlessface. A
typical military look.

Hewalked over to Isard. “ Y es, deputy?’

Isard pointed at Bimmiel. “ The Supreme Chancellor wanted you to know this
beforeanyoneel se: Bimmiel hasfallen. We' velost several thousand troops. They hit ushard.
The Separatistswanted that planet desperately. Wedon't know why.”

Tiiver' seyes narrowed. “1 see your intelligence network has been working
extraordinarily well.”
Isard almost snapped but restrained himself from any more comment.
Tiiver continued. “What do plan to do next?’
Isard shrugged. “Y ou’ Il haveto ask the Supreme Chancellor.”

“| intend to.”

The Senate Hall

10 weeks after TBoG

Senator Padme Amidalaleaned back in her chair and sighed. The senate
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meeting was going on for alot longer then intended. She glanced around the room and found it
amazing. Even though she had been in the room countless times she still found it
magnificent. Thousands of Senators and their aides were stationed in theroom. The
Supreme Chancellor was on aplatform at | east two hundred meters high and directed
the Senate meetingsfromthere. The Senatorswerein rotundas attached to thewall s of
thecircular room. Theroomwasa most half amilehigh. Therotundasthat the Senators
sat in could detach from the walls when they were asked to speak and they would float
around therooms.

Padme had done this countless time. Several Senators were floating around
bickering over taxesto help fund thewar effort. War disgusted Padme. She had been
on Geonosis when thewar broke out between the Republic and the Separatists. It had
plagued her dreamsfor months.

Padme was twenty-two years old and represented the planet of Naboo in the
Senate. Her assistant senator Jar Jar Binksrepresented the Gungan popul ation of

Naboo while sherepresented the human side. Her hair wasbl ack asnight and shoul der
length.

“Thisisridiculous!,” Senator Grah of the planet Hig IV was shouting.
“My planet isnot involved in this accursed war of yours! WE are neutral. Why should we
haveto pay thistaxesfor awar we are not involved in!”

Supreme Chancellor Palpatine leaned forward. “ Thanksto our troops your

planet is safe from the Confederacy of Independent Systems.”
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“They are Separatists,” shouted someone. “Not a Confederacy of watcya
macallit!”
“Asl wassaying,” Palpatinewent on, “if it wasn't for our troopsthe
Separatists (“Yal”) would have taken your planet asit is near there space.”
“Nonsense,” retorted Grah. “We have stated to them that we wish to
remain neutral. They have respected our wishesbut you aren’t.”
Padme had enough. “Y OU are as much a part of this Senate as the rest of
us Senator Grah!! | will gladly pay thetaxesif it meansthe safety of my fellow people.
Y oucould carel essabout thetaxes Senator. Y ou areworried about Separatistsretribution
if you assist thewar effort. Well Senator it’ stime to chose sides.”
The Senator returned to thewall. Padme allowed herself asmall smile.
“Senator Amidalais quite correct,” boomed Palpatine. “I can’t see how one
can be neutral in awar like this. Join usand together wewill destroy the Separatists.”
A large cheer filled the room.
Pal patine continued, “ As of thisday wewill take no Separatist soldier prisoner.
WEe're going to wipe them out. All of them.”
All the shouting stopped. Such adecree had never before been given.
How far into war have we gone, thought Padme.

And how much further will we go? She didn’t want to know the answer.

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

74

The War Room

“ A preemptivestrike at their most outer planets. Wecan circlearound

and capturethem,” spoke General Tiiver to the Supreme Chancellor and hisother high
ranking officers seated at thelong table. Around them were 3-D maps showing planets,
galaxiesand battleroutes.
Tiiver grinned. “| propose we strike at Dantooine. Take back the planet
that the Separatiststhought they could takefrom us!”
“What of Ylesia?" asked a General.
“No.” The Chancellor spokefor thefirst time. All eyesturned towards
him.
“Why not?’ inquired the same General.
“It would be awaste of our efforts. Dantooineis better but | prefer
Selvaris.”
Tiiver raised an eyebrow. “ Selvaris? It islightly defended. We could send
asmall fleet thereand...”
Palpatine cut him off. “No. | want the entirefleet to strike at it. We will
destroy them swiftly and then move on. No doubt the Separatistswill be surprised.”
“With all do respect,” spoke General Fisto. “I think moving all of our
forcesaway fromour areaisludicrous. Wedon’t want another Bimmiel.”
“Therewon't be.”

“You don’t know that!”
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“1 do. We have been taking more precautions as of late. Eveninthetwo
weekssincethe conclusion of Bimmiel our forceshavelearned. In many ways Bimmiel
was a success.”

“That’saload of bull!” Fisto wason hisfeet. “Y ou screwed me and my
troopson Bimmiel. | will not have you do the samething again!”

Palpatine remained calm. “Be seated. | understand your anger, you have
been under alot of stress.”
Kit bit back a come back and sat.
“Selvaris,” said Palpatine reigniting the conversation. “ Our target will be
Selvaris. An air to ground bombardment. We don'’ t need to worry about setting up abase
there. | just want the Separatistsdestroyed. Thatisall.” Hestood and everyoneelsedidin

response. The Chancellor strode out and | eft the Generalstowork out the details.

Palpatine’ sOffice

One month later

“Thiswill never passthrough the Senate,” spoke Senator Bail Organa,

oneof Palpatine’ sloyal friends. Hewasamale humanin hisfortieswith ablack

goatee. Hewaslight skinned and tall.
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Next to him was Senator Amidalaanother member of the loyalist
committee. Onthecouchwas Senator OrnFree Taa. Hewasavery fat Twi’ lek with blue
skinand two tentacles coming from hishead. Hisrazor liketeeth just added to his
“friendly” image.

“1 concur,” spoke Taa. “The speciesthat you want to put restrictionson
will never hear for it.

Pal patine was gazing out of hiswindow. “ The Republic has had spiesin
it since the Separatistswereformed and probably even beforethat. Certain alien species
have been knownto sidewith the Separatists. Itisonly right to the citizensof the Republic
that thisalienshaverestrictions placed uponthemuntil theend of thiswar. It’ sfor
everyone ssafety. If you say that you agreewith me, Senator Taa, the Republicwill see
that it isnot humansjust trying to get more power.”

Taanodded. “1 seeyour point. But getting it passed will be adifficult
matter. But I’m sure | can get someof my ‘allies’ to help.”

Bail Organasnorted. “I’ [l pretend | didn’t hear that.”

The Chancellor turned. “1t will be awhile before anything is announced
about thisbut preparefor it. | believethat thisisinevitable. Whichisquite unfortunate.”

Padme sighed. “Isn’t thisjust adding more ammo for the Separatists
though.”

“l don’t doubt it. But we must use desperate action. If worse comes to

worsel will enact my emergency powersthat the Senate granted me at the beginning of
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thiswar. But first | will try to get it passed by the Senate. Thank you my friends. Stay

safe.” With that Pal patine | eft the room to head back to hisprivate quarters.

Zeneb

Thefollowing day
Count Dooku read the reportsin front of him. “Are you sure that these are

legitimate?’
Deferanodded. “ Absolutely. The Chancellor is planning to put restrictions on
several different species.”

Dooku rose. “The Republicis playing right into our hands.”

Part Two: Mission

Coruscant-The Jedi Temple
Oppo Rancisislooked over the battle plans one moretime. Hewasto lead the

attack on the planet of Selvaris. He was confident that he could succeed. Rancisis was a

member of the Jedi Council and hewasthe most military minded of themall.
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His skin was amurky green and he was vaguely reptilian. He had two short
legs and along green tail. He sat in his quarters and meditated as he thought of the coming
battle.

He knew that an orbital bombardment would be necessary to take the planet.
Oncethat happened histroops could easily swoop in and take the base.

Y et things never seemed to go that easily.

Rince Vunian leaned back in hischair and sighed. It had beentoolong since

I’ ve been on amission, he thought. My arm isamost healed why hasn’t the Council sent me
anywhere?

The answer was obvious to him though. They still thought he was too angry
with what had happened back on Ord Mantell and hewas. But he would never let that getin
the way of amission.

Hisdoorbell sang. “Comein.”

The door dlid open to reveal Zair McDashin. “Howdy Big V. How’ s the
am?’

Rince looked down at it. “It’s healing all right. How was your mission to
Dathomir?’

Zair sat down on the brown couch. It sagged beneath him. “Uneventful. The
Republicwasworried about aninvasiontherebut nonehappened. They’ regetting paranoidif
you ask me?’
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“Which | didn’t.”
“Well I just took it upon myself. Do you have any candy or something?’
Rinceraised an eyebrow. “Not really.”
Zair's face took on an eager expression. “Oh, ¢'mon. Y ou have to have
something! To quench my cravingsyou know?’
“I really don’t want to know about any of your cravings.”
Zair grinned. “Well to business | suppose. Master Y oda asked me to ask you
if you feel ready to do something. So... do you?’
“Of course.”
“Areyou sure? That armisn’'t healed all theway.”
“1 wouldn’t worry about it.”
Zair frowned. “Okay then. Near one of the Separatists planets there is an
asteroid field wherethey aremining for... Uh... stuff.”
“Ores and metals?’
“Yeah that’sit! Anyhow they want you to lead a squadron of Starfighters
there and knock out the operation. Of coursethat will call for usingyour armalot.”
Rince stood and walked over to face Zair. “ That won’t be aproblem.
When do | leave?’
“Tomorrow morning.”
“I can't wait.” Rince' sface showed that his excitement wastrue.

Zair stood to leave. “I wish | was coming.”

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

80

Rince smiled. “ Thank the Force your not.”
Zair left and Vunian shouted for joy. Hishopes had cometrue. He had
somethingto do at |ast. Something that mattered and woul d hel p the Republic. Something
that would make him stop thinking about General Ayer Cambini’ ssuicide. Anything that

did that had to be good. Right?

Belkadan- On the outskirts of known space

Three Days L ater

Thecraft was sleek and noiseless asit flew through space towardsthe

abandoned planet of Belkadan. The craft wasgray and blended in with the darkness of
space. Thecraft wasaSith Infiltrator. It belonged to Count Dooku.

Thelnfiltraitor broke through the atmosphere and settled on aloan cliff. A
plank slowly camedown and Count Dooku walked out. Helooked around and then
walked forward. A cave stood nearby and he entered it. Thewalls of the cave had
inscriptionson them but Count Dooku did not stop to look at them. Hehad adestinationin
mind.

“No timeto look at our history, Lord Tyrannous?’

Dooku looked up and saw acloaked figureinfront of him. “Master Sidious.”
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Hebowed. “ It hasbeentolong. Fortunately | bring good news. Word of therestrictionsof
the specieshasbrought lifeback into the Separatists. The Republicwill beforcedto
continue breeding new clonesto fight thewar. Victory iswithin our grasp.”

“Not quiteyet,” replied Sidiousdryly. “Everything is going as planned but
thereisstill moreto do. Hasour operation on Y lesiagone according to plan?’

“Yes. And with Bimmiel in our grasp...”

“The Jedi won't stand achance,” finished Sidious. “The Ancient Sith have
sureleft ussomething that will undoubtedly lead to the Jedi’ sfall. The Jedi purgeisso
close now.”

Dooku stepped in closer. “Why have we met here Lord Sidious? Why not on
Coruscant?’

Sidious smiled from beneath his hood. Hissmilewasall that could be seen as

thecloak blocked hishead almost compl etely. “ Becausethisiswherethefina deviceis

held, Tyrannous. Comel will show you.” Sidiousturned and walked further intothe cave.

Selvaris
TheRepublicfleet cameflying out of hyperspacein orbit around the planet of

Selvaris. The Republic Capital shipsweretriangular with the command center sticking up
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out of the back. On each side of the ship were several turbolasersthat, oncefired could easily
demolishacity. Onit’sbelly wasthe docking bay. Out of it flew Jedi Starfightersand Clone
Fighters.

From Selvaris camethe Droid Starfighters. Winged and sleek they opened fire onthe
Jedi and Clone Fighters.

Oppo Rancisiswatched from the Command Center of one of the Capital Ships. “ Open
up our turbolasersand begin bombarding the Separatist Base.”

Directly below wasthe Separatist Base which waswide awake. Droids scurried around
and got to their ships. Aliensof al different species set up small barricades so they would be
ready for the ground assaullt.

Little did they know that no ground assault would come. Huge blue boltscameflying
down from the sky and ripped apart the ground. First the Turbolaser bolts struck the Fighters
still ontheground. Thenthebasewasunder siege. Inaninstant it’ sshieldswereknocked down
and the basefell inon itself.

Then the Republic Gunships came down from the sky. They werewinged with lasers
on each wing and laser cannons at the front. The gunships held missileson thetop and Clone
Troopers were inside of it. The Troopers used their own rifles to pick off any remaining
Separatist troopersontheground. Thelaser cannonsmeanwhilefired onthetanksthat wereon
the ground.

Heavy reinforcements soon camefor the Separatiststhough. Nearby from the forested

areacameHailfireDroids. They werehugeandrolled onwheel swithmassivemissilecannons
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at themiddle. Thefirst group of them shot of f several rocketsand three Gunshipsfell downto
the ground in asmoking ruin.

On the other side of the base afew Gunships managed to makeit to the ground and
unloadtheir troops. Thetrooperswhitearmor deflected any stray laserboltsput couldn’t hold
out against several onesat atime. Thetroopersranforward gunsfiring blueblasts. Acrossthe
way BattleDroidsfell hundredsat atimeasthe Clone Troopersswarmedforward. Thedroids
were no longer off guard though and returned fire. Troopers hit the ground and crawled
forward. The Commanding Trooper was a special one. He was an ARC Trooper who were
trained specially for action. Heremoved histwo sidearmsand strafed to theleft whilefiringand
took several skeletal likeBattle Droidsdown. Withaquick hand motion hesignal ed histroops
forward and they mauled down the remaining Droids. The ARC Trooper allowed himself a
smile.

Back on the other side the Gunshipsheld their own against the Hailfire Droids. Before
long the Republic had the remaining Separatist forces pinned down. Large dog likewalkers
were brought down in Republic Transports. They walked on four legsand were controlled by a
Trooper insideasmall cockpit. The Dog like AT-TE’ shad laser cannonsall over them and they
easily knocked droids down with their front legs.

In the midst of the Battle no one noticed a lonefigurelurking onthe sidelines. Defera.
Shestruck out fast. Calling upon her Force powers she pushed several Clone Troopersdown
with the flick of afinger. The ARC Commander took notice of her and pointed. A hundred

troopers turned to fire at her. She allowed herself asmile and jumped. She kicked out and
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connectedwithatroopersface. With another finger movement tentrooperswerethrown across
the battle ground. Then the Troopers opened fire. Calling upon the Force shejumped higher
than any trooper could have ever thought and she landed behind atrooper. She activated her
double bladed lightsaber and easily decapitated two troopers. She flipped her saber into her
other hand and stabbed another trooper. Any shotsfired at her were easily deflected back at
thetroopers. With so many troopersonly afew couldfireat atime otherwisethey could hittheir
comrades. A definiteadvantagefor Defera. Fromthetip of her finger camelightningtheultimate
Force Power that only theruthlessused regularly. A Jedi Knight was seldom seen using such an
obscene power. Naturally thisdid not stop Defera.

Thelightning hit atrooper and then spread to several other troopers. Using thisasa
distraction Defera beheaded several other troopers. She smiled again. Her work here was
done. She had sent her message. The Jedi had atrue nemesisto beat. Count Dookuwasn’t the
only Force User whowasn'’t afraid to use hispower for hisown needs. Shewasjust aswilling.

But the Arc Commander wasn'’t aswilling to let her go.

He shot forward both of his sidearmsfiring rapidly. Deferaturned and blocked the
shots as he came running. Hewas fast enough that one of hisboltssinged Defera’ sarm. Not
that this stopped her. She slashed out and cut right through the Arc troopers armor. His body
was split in two.

She deactivated her lightsaber and walked away leaving over ahundred dead troopers
behind her. Although sheknew theremaining thousand trooperswould eventually get the better

of her so she decided to leave before they noticed her. She glanced at the sky and saw the
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battle overhead. The Separatists were losing in the air too. Not really too surprising. The
Republic had an overwhel ming number of troops compared to the small base here on Selvaris.
Defera sighed and walked towards the smoking remains of the base. Her ship was

hidden under ground and well protected. She had no fear that she could get off of the planet.
But onething still bothered her. Rince Vunian had not been here. She would have sensed his
presence through the Force.

“Our rematch will haveto wait for another day Rince Vunian.” Shelooked up again.
The sky was still filled with firing ships. “Perhapsit is better thisway. It will give us both
something to look forward to.”

Even though he was no where near, she knew he had heard.

Asteroid Field- Near Helska

RinceVunian looked out of hiscockpit window. Not far away wasthe asteroid belt

where the Separatistsweremining. Y et hedidn’t seeit. He saw amission and hewas mighty
glad he did.

Rince had donelightsaber exerciseseveryday just to make sure hisarm was okay and
yet hestill felt like hewas doing nothing. Now he was defiantly doing something.

“ Separatist Command approaching,” cameavoicein hisear. It wasone of histwenty
squad matesin his flight. Rince was once again in command of Red Flight. Another twenty

shipsflew near to him. It was Green flight Commanded by Shaak Ti. She was one of the best
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pilots he knew and he was happy to have her with him. Of course he was happy to have the
other forty shipswith him too.

“All right,” he spoke. “Let’s get into attack formation. Prepare for Separatist
resistance. They entered theasteroid field. Rince beautifully flew around theflying rocksand
kept hiseyes peeled for any enemy craft.

Helooked down at his sensors, which said that the mining facility was on one of the
larger asteroids near the edge of thefield. He breathed deeply and put hishand through hishair.

“Herewe go!”

Part Three: Revelations of Murder, Agendasand Sith

Belkadan

Theshipslowly landed. The Sith Infiltrator had returned to Belkadan.

The cliff, the cave and the cloaked man.

“Lord Sidious. | bring great news. One of our targetsisdead.”

5 months earlier (present time)

Asteroid Belt near Helska
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RinceV unian graspedthecontrol stick hard. “Incomingfighters!” hescreamed to his

comrades. Droid Starfightershad launched out of ahanger bay on oneof theasteroids.
“1 copy,” Shaak Ti replied. “Y ou guys go after the bas while my squad takes care of
the fighters.”

1] Roga,.”

Zeneb

Count Dooku strode through the halls and entered his chambers. Defera sat their
waiting for him.

“What isit, Defera?’

Shefrowned. “ Selvaris has fallen.”

But Dooku smiled. “Excellent.”

“That’ s one of our planets!”

“I know.”

Coruscant
Zair looked through the files in silence. It had been awhile since General Ayer

Cambini’ ssuicideyet nothing had beenrevea ed astowhy. Finally theauthoritieshad showna

file that was encoded and Zair told them to keep it quiet. Sincethat incident Zair had taken it

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

88

upon himself to crack the code. Hisbrother could have doneit but the only problem wasthat
hisbrother was on amission el sewhere. Nothing ever worked out right.

Then his computer beeped. Words appeared on the screen. File open. Helooked
ait. It read:
To Rince Vunian,

I have lost ten thousand troops since the beginning of thiswar. | confronted
Palpatine about this but he brushed it away. Af ter our disagreement | confronted him
againandtold himthat | would denouncethisdamnedwar. Hereplied“ That wouldn’t be
advisable.” Naturally| told himwherehecould go. That night agood friend of minewas
killed. I never thought that it was homici  deuntil afew dayslater. A warning perhaps. |
did some research. Got some names. The Elite. They are an organization. Fanatical |

daresay. If you havefound thisthan somedisaster hasprobably befallen me.

Asteroid Field

Rince let afew shotsfire off asawarning shot. Then he saw the base.

It wason top of an asteroid and it was massive. He could see harvesting facilities

and laser cannonson the outskirtsof thebase. “Let’sgoin.”

ThisRepublicisdecaying Ri nce. | can’'t say any clearer than that. Corruption isflying
through the Senators. Only a few remain true to the ideals of the Republic. Don't goin

too deep. Just look fromthe outside. | knowwhoisresponsiblefor thiswar Rince. | know
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who thereal tra itor is. Theinsane person. But | cannot say outright for fear thisfallsinto
the hands of a non Jedi.
Perhapsthe Jedi wereright to distance themsel ves dlightly fromthe Republic.
At thisthough | must leave.
Livein gr eatnessmy friend. Not in fear.
Peace always be with you.
Anger isyour enemy.
The Jedi arenot fully awar e yet of the destructive power s of the Senate.
Inthisletter isrevealed thetraitor. If you think.
Now think, Rince.

Everyoneis suspect.

May the Force be with you. Always.

Rincereadied hismissiles. He spoke into hiscomm unit. “ Target their harvesterswith
your missiles. Withtheir harvestersdown they will be out of businessfor avhile.”
He glanced around no enemy fightersin sight. Just those laser cannons.
The lasers opened fire.
“Fire!” screamed Rince. The Republic fighters shot off their missiles but not before

several of them wereripped apart by laser blasts.
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“Mission accomplished!” The harvestersexploded sending debriseverywhere. “We're

outta herel”

And oneother thing. Don’t ever |et themintimidateyou. Ever.

“What the hell wasthat all about?’ mumbled Zair. And then he saw it.

Perhapsthe Jedi wereright to distancethemsel vesslightly fromthe Republic.

At thisthough | must leave.

Livein greatnessmy friend. Not in fear.

Peace always be with you.
Anger isyour ene my.
The Jedi arenot fully awar e yet of the destructive power s of the Senate.
Inthisletter isrevealed thetraitor. If you think.
Now think, Rince.

Everyoneissuspect.

Genera Cambini wasn't murdered, thought Zair. He waskilled. By Palpatine!!!
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Star Wars:
Victory Quest IV:

In the Shadow of the Sith

Part One: The Cathedral
Coruscant
5 months after Victory Quest 11 (8 months after the start of the Clone

Wars)
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“And let us hope for peace in the coming weeks. An end to the war that has already
took over two hundred millionlivesfromus. Half of thoseinnocentsand theother half soldiers
that fight for our freedom. Why | ask you doesthe Senate allow thisto go on? Why havethey
not stopped this? And to this| can give you no answer. Our last hopeisfading. The Jedi are
becoming extinct.”

The Jedi Council sat and watched this speech viahologram.

Master Windu wasthefirst to speak. “When wasthisrecorded?’

The Jedi Council chamber was circular and had windows all around except for the
entranceway. Inacircleformation, to match theroom, the Jedi Council sat intheir chairs. Inthe
middleof theroom stood Rince V unian who was addressing the Council .

Rince spoke, “Thiswasaired only two daysago.”

Mace nodded. Hewas dark skinned and considerably older than Rince. His physical
abilitiesmatched theyounger Jedi’ sthough. “I’ m afraid themanwho spokethisdid not realize
what would happen. Hewasapriest fromthereligious caste of the Twi’ lek’ s, correct?’

Rince nodded.

Mace continued, “Heistelling the public that we areadying group when we arein fact
not.”

The small green alien that sat next Mace frowned. He was Master Y oda, the head of

the Council.
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“Not the only priest who speaks like thisheis,” said Yodain his awkward way of
speaking. “Many other religiousfiguresbelievethat adark timeiscoming. Agreewiththem|
do.”

Ki-Adi Mundi another member of the Council spoke. “We all believe that but we do
not want public panic.”

Adi Gallia, afemale human sighed. “ The Supreme Chancellor has not responded to
these messages. | don’t really think he cares.”

Maceleaned back inhischair. “Very well. Thenwewill haveto speak out. Theholiday
of Lifeisapproaching. Perhapsthen would beagood time to speak out.”

Y oda nodded happily. “ Agreewithyou | do.”

MacelookedtoRinceVunian. “Thank youfor thisinformation, Rince. May the Force
be with you.”

“*Andwithyou, Masters.”

Thetransport ship landed with no problemwhatsoever. RinceV unianwas standing and
waiting for hisfriend Zair McDashinto come off of the ship.

Rince hadn’t seen Zair since Rince had been at the Battle of Helskawhere he had to
destroy aConfederacy Orefacility. Zair had beenrecalled to hishomeworld because his half

brother, who was a so aJedi, had died. When Zair arrived he was soon under attack and had

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

94

to defend hishomeworld for amonth or so. When Zair returned Rince was away. Then Zair
had to go away and Rincewasreturning. Now Zair wasreturning and Rincewas staying.

Therewasnomissing Zair ashewalked off of the ship. Rincesmiled and waved. Zair
returned the wave and walked up to him.

“How have you been?It’sbeen awhilesincel’ ve had the displeasure of seeing you,”
Zair asked cheerfully.

“I’ve been quite fine. Asamatter of fact the other day...”

“Honestly | don't really giveahoot and aholler.”

“Well you haven't changed.”

Zair was beaming. “Did you really expect to him?’

“One can dways hope.”

Zair laughed. “1 have missed you Rince. Would you like to accompany me on my quest
to find Aayla Secura?’

Rinceraised an eyebrow. AaylaSecurawasaJdedi Knight. Why Zair would want to see
her? He asked as much.

A gloomy look cameover Zair. “ Shewasthelast personto seemy brother alive. | want
to know exactly what happened to him. I’ m sureshewill havethe answers. But thereisanother
reason. Aaylawill be accompanying meon my next mission. | asked the Council if we could
have another Jedi along just to bug. They denied me.”

Rince shook his head. “1 wonder why? The funny thingis| can see you asking the

Council if you can have someone along asyour scapegoat.”
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Zair just smiled.

Zair couldn’t tell Rince about what he found out about Cambini’ smurder. After all it

didn't actually say Palpatinekilled him. For al he knew Cambini had it infor Palpatine. Plushe

didn’t want Rince going on arampage. No. He had to ook into thisabit more.

Zeneb-the capitol of the Confederacy

The Separatist Council was meeting inthe grand hall on Zeneb. At the head of the table
sat Count Dooku. He spoke, “It has been too long since we have had a victory sufficient
enough to halt the Republic.”

The Council wasamixing of different speciesfromthe Outer Rimsof thegalaxy.

Shu Mai spoke out first. “Thisis not our fault Count Dooku. Y ou are the onethat is supposed
to be commanding our forces.”

Count Dooku sighed. “That is not true. | have been commanding the Forces of the
Confederacy dueto your stupidity, Shu Mai. Many of the others at thistable have helped in
planning assaults. But you have beendoing little, ShuMai. AlImost nothing.”

“How dareyou! | havefunded the Confederacy. | have given the Confederacy half of

my money. |’ ve sacrificed quiteabit.”
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“THEN WHY ARE YOU LIVING IN A TEN KILOMETER WIDE

MANSION!!!”

ShuMai wassilent.

Count Dooku moved on. “Our reports are telling me that the Supreme Chancellor is
planning on passing alaw that woul d restrict themovement and freedom of them. Thisnew law
will no doubt work to our advantage.”

Viceroy Nute Gunray of the Trade Federation gasped. “They would dare? The
Chancellor ismorefoolish than we thought.”

San Hill of the Banking Clan nodded in agreement. “ But we should still be cautious.”

Dooku stood. “1 agree. For now this concludes our meeting. Wewill meet again in one
week and discuss our next strike against the Republic.”

The Council memberswalked out. All of them except for Dooku.

“That meeting went well Lord Tyrannous.”

Dooku turned to face ahooded man: Darth Sidious.

Dookusmiled. “I’mglad youthinso Lord Sidious. | wasquiteimpressed that you hidin
the shadowsthisentiretime.”

Sidiouschuckled. “ That isno test of my abilities. But thereissomething | ask of your
assistant, Defera. | know one of her assignmentsistokill Rince Vunian. | don’t want Rince
dead. | want hisfriend Zair dead.”

Dooku wassurprised. “Asyouwish. May | ask why?’

“Y ouwill seeoncethetimeisright. Soon everything will becomeclear.”
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“All right, my Master.”

Sidious smiled from beneath hishood. “ Y ouwill findit al very hard to believe onceit
begins. | haveplannedthisfor toolongfor thereto beany mistakes. Neverthelesswe must still
tread carefully.”

“Asyouwish, Master Sidious. Isthere anything else?’

“Oh yes, my friend. Let usdiscussthe Cathedral.”

Coruscant- the Cathedral

The Cathedral was gigantic. Its ceilling was a huge dome with religious paintings
symbolizing “Who knows!” asZair put it.

NeverthelessRinceVunianwasvery impressed. Hewasaccompanied by Mace Windu
and Adi Gallia. The Jedi Council had cometo adecision and decided to confront the Priest that
was spreading rumors of the extinction of the Jedi.

ThePriest wasreading in hisquartersat the back of the Cathedral and heanswered the
door with friendly “Hello!”.

Mace Windu nodded hishead in acknowledgment. “ Priest Hurtek, | am Master Mace
Windu of the Jedi Council and thisisMistressAdi Galliaof the Jedi Council. Thesetwo,” he
stated, gesturing towardsRinceand Zair, “ are Jedi Knight Rince Vunian and Jedi Knight Zair
McDashin.” Thetwo Jedi smiled.

‘It snicetomeet you,” said Zair.
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“Thepleasure’ smine,” replied Priest Hurtek.

“Yeah, you'rerightitis.”

ThePriest chuckled asdid Zair but Mace silenced the Jedi Knight with aglare. Mace
turned back towardsthepriest. “ Y ou areaPriest of Ghyrulgh, correct?’

Hurtek nodded. “ Indeed. | serve Fikeswith all of my heart.”

Macenodded again. “ Then | havefound theright man. We have cometo ask youwhy
you have been saying that the Jedi arealmost extinct. Y ou arelowering these peoples spirits. A
war isgoing on, they need al of the hope that they can get.

ThePriest raised an eyebrow. “ Jedi areindeed dying in thiswar, Master Windu.”

“Y et we are no where near extinct.”

“You are nearing it. Did you know that someone put abounty on al Jedi Knights. The
priceonyour headsisenormous. Now if you’ |l excuse mel haveaceremony to perform.”

Mace glanced down the hall and saw several hundred people settling down for the
evening services.

“Onemorething Priest Hurtek, Y ou are new here, correct?’

“Yes. | camefromtheplanet of...”

Rince stepped in. “From where? Ylesia if I’'m not mistaken. And Ylesiais a
Confederacy occupied world.”

Hurtek grinned. “I suggest you leave. NOW! | won’t be here by tomorrow so don’t

bother tolook for me. I’ [l completethisserviceand then I’ ll leave.”
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Rincegrinned, “Y ou arenot aPriest. Y ou areabounty hunter. Y ou’ ve been put up to
this. To spread word propaganda. Do you really think we didn’t already know this when we
arrived?’

Hurtek frowned and then smiled again. “| suggest you leave. Other wisethe peopleout
there...”

Macedidn’t givehimtimetofinish. “Letsmove! There’sabomb!”

Hurtek called out. “ consider thisawarning from enemiesyou don’ t know you have.”

Rince’ seyeswidened. “A bomb?,” he asked asthey ran.

“Mace nodded. Everybody get out of ...”

Part Two: Veerya

Bimmiel

Deferaspun her doublebladed lightsaber above her and brought it downto strikeat the
young Jedi.

The Confederacy had taken Bimmiel not long ago in an epic battle. Sincethen there
had been notroubleon Bimmiel. Until now. A young Jedi and several CloneTroopersslipped
through the defenses and destroyed one of the hanger bays. Defera chased them into the
mountains along with aplatoon of Droidsthat had been destroyed awhileago. Inreturn Defera

killed all of the Clone Troopersinamessy battle. It wasjust her and theyoung Jedi |eft. They

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

100

had fought for awhileand weres owly making thereway up thefoggy mountain paths. To the
young Jedi it was easy to seethat Deferawastoying with him.

But no longer.

Theyoung Jedi brought hisown green lightsaber upto block her attack. HE rolled onto
theground and slashed at Defera’ sfeet. Shelaughed and jumped up. Asshejumped she stuck
thelightsaber into the Jedi’ sback. Hefell down dead.

The Ex- Jedi smiled. Her job was done.

Teet. Teet.

Her communicator was chirping. She reached down and took it out of her pocket.
“Deferahere.”

“Thisis Count Dooku. Thereisan upcoming event that you should be awareof ...”

Coruscant-The Cathedral

The bomb exploded and Veeryawent flying. She stuck her arms out to brace her fall

and wound breaking one of them once she hit the ground. V eerya moaned and turned to her
right and immediately wished she didn’t. Next her was half abody. She swallowed hard and
turned the other way. What the heck just happened, she thought.

Veeryawas young, only twenty-six. Shewastall with dark black hair and akind face.
She had just recently gotten ajob on Coruscant at the Intelligence department, her firstjobto

investigateamysteriouspriest. Shehad no ideathat the Jedi were doing their own searching.
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She managed to lift her head and glanced around looking for help. About twenty
meters away she saw ayoung Jedi tending to an old man. She climbed to her feet and
staggered over to him.

“Excuse me, I'mwith Republic Intelligence. What in God’ sname just happened here?’

The young Jedi looked up and she noticed he was quite good-looking. “I’m Rince
Vunian,” hesaid. “Can you give me ahand with thisman.”

V eeryalooked down to see the old man bleeding all over. There was no way that this
man could hopeto live. Sheleaned closer to the Jedi. “He won't make it.”
“Wecantry. Here,” he said giving her a Bacta patch. “ Put that on your arm and then
place these on the man’ swounds.”
V eeryaplaced the Bactaon her arm and immediately felt better. Sheleaned down and
began placing Bactaon the dying man. Next to her the Jedi crouched downtotalk to him.
“You'll be OK,” he said to the man.
“Wha...t happ...ened?’ he managed.
Rince frowned. “A bomb went off and you are one of the few survivors. I’'m afraid
thereislittle more that we can do for you except hope.”
“Canyou...tak...to me?’
Rince smiled. “ Sure anything in particular?’
Veerya leaned down again and whispered to Rince, “What about the rest of the

survivors?’
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“Thereareonly afew onesthat are critically injured and Zair and Mace can take care
of them. Therest haveminimal injuriesand Adi Galliacan tend tothem. Thisfellow istheworst
onethat isstill living. Therest are dead.”

Veeryagasped. “How many dead?’

“Closeto one hundred.”

The old man glanced up. “Tell me...about...the Force.”

Rince grinned. “With pleasure. The Forceisin al living things. Certain beings can
communicate with it and are able to do incredible things. With a push of my hand | can push
someone downwho istenmetersaway. | can jump tentimesmore of anormal person. Pretty
nifty, huh?’

The old man smiled and chuckled. Then hiseyes closed and he died. Rince sighed and
stood. From across the room strode atall Jedi with a bald head and dark skin. Looking at
Rince hesaid, “Isthe old man dead?”’

“Yes, Mace. He was what you suspected. He had the potential to become a Jedi
Knight.”

Veerya' s eyeswidened. “Than why wasn't he?’

Rince looked at her. “Because his parents didn’t want him to grow up at the Jedi
Temple. They wanted him to grow up with them.”

The other Jedi, Mace, nodded. “But even so we still keep an eye on him .His heart was

intheright place so we mourn his passing.”

Rince walked over to Mace. “What of the others?’
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“Most wereeither only slightly wounded or dead. Very few were critically wounded.”
Rince had watery eyes. “What was the total death count.”
“Sixty-five.”
Veeryafrowned. That was alot of people. Suddenly she felt dizzy. Something was
wrong. “Rince!”

Then she blacked out.

\/ eerya opened her eyesto see Rince Vunian looking at her. “Y our head has been

bumped very badly,” hestated. “ Y ou’ll needto gotoahospital.”
Veeryatried to nod but couldn’t.
“Don’t try to move. The ambulance crew will be herein asecond.”
At that moment it dawned upon her that shewould never see Rince Vunian again.
“Walit!,” she gasped. “Can | ever seeyou again?’
Rince grinned. “Would you like meto visit you in the hospital 7’

She smiled. “1 would like that very much.”

Palpatine’ s Office

The Following Day
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Senator Padme Amidala sat on one of the chairs facing the Supreme Chancellor.

Seated next to her was Senator Bail Organa.
Chancellor Palpatine sface wasfilled with sorrow. “1’m afraid to tell you that late last
night there was an attack at achurch.”
Bail groaned. “How many dead?’
“Sixty-five”
Padme leaned back and took it all infor asecond. “Who did it?’ shefinally asked.
Palpatine’ s face became neutral. “The Separatists. No doubt the Senate will now
realizejust how badly thesetimes have comeand how we need to clone moretroops.”
Bail stood. “ So you’ re going to use amassacre to help you' re politics?’
“These are quite desperate times.”
To break the tension Padme pondered, “Will you still be making your speech at the
end of the month?’
“Oh, yes.”
Padme stood and joined Bail. “I’'m afraid | need to leave but we can talk more later.”
“Indeed,” replied Palpatine. “ One morething. Do you know what this means?’
“Yes,” stated Padme. “ The war has come to Coruscant.”
“Thewar has come home,” added Bail.
Padme shook her head in response. “The war has always been at home for some of

us.
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V eeryaopened her eyesto see Rince V unian standing over her. Again.

“Why, hello there,” he said.

She squinted as her eyes were adjusting to the light. “Um. What happened?’

Rince grinned. “Y ou had a concussion.”

Veerya glanced around the room to see that she wasin a hospital room with several
monitorswatching her vital signs. She glanced back at Rince. “Y ou sound awfully happy about
that.”

Rince shrugged and stood. “Well you arefine now. So why did you want to see me?’

Veerya svision cleared and she could see him clearly now. Hewasin alarge brown
cloak, which wastypically what most Jedi wore. Hishair had been cut since she had last seen
him and he nolonger had aponytail. “How long have | been out?’ she asked.

“Two months.”
“Holy...”
“I'm kidding,” he laughed as he saw her relief. “It's been aday. So back to my
question.”

Veeryasuddenly felt herself blushing.

“Hey your Rince' sgirlfriend!” Veeryatwisted to see her newcomer. Hewasayoung
Zabrak manwho wascarrying alarge smile. Rinceturned to facethisfellow who was obviously
aJedi.

“What are you two yearsold,” shot back Rince.
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“N0000000000,” the other Jedi replied. “I’ m three.”
Rince sighed and faced Veerya. “Thisis Zair McDashin.”
It dawned on her that she knew thisman. “Y ou were at the Cathedral!”
Zair raised an eyebrow. “We' revery excited about that aren’t we.”
Waving away Zair's comments Rince spun back to face Veerya. He began to smile
again. “Sowhy did you want to see me?’
A thousand things went through V eerya s head and she blurted out one of them. “I
want to be your friend.”
Zair sniggered. “Friend. Sure. Humph.”
Rince ignored Zair and crouched next to Veerya. “Jedi are not supposed to have
relationshipsasitinterfereswith our work. Friendshipsarefinebut | can’t beyour boyfriend.”
Oh God, shethought. I’m so stupid.
“No your not.”
Veerya seyeswidened. “How did you...?’
“The Force can do someamazing things. Normally | can’t read mindsnor can most Jedi.
But when you are screaming those thoughts...”
Veeryanodded but it hurt her head. “Oh. | see. So would you liketo meet for...lunch?’
“Sure.”

Veerya suddenly felt alot better.

Zeneb
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Count Dooku looked at the hol ographic map of Thyferra. “ Thisiswherewewill haveto

strike next,” he said to Deferawho stood next to him. “Yet its' defenses are too strong. We
need somewhere elseto place thethird Atupk.”
Deferalooked at the holographic display and began looking at other planetsinthe system.
“Atupk?lsthat its' proper name?’
“Yes. Did you read thefileon it?’
“Indeed | did,” shereplied. “Y et there was nothing about its’ actually name.”
“That istrue.”
Deferafaced Dooku. “ Areyou surethe Jedi know nothing about this Atupk?’
Dooku smiled. “ Of course, my friend. | havetortured several Jedi to death to make sure.”
“Speaking of that. Y ouinterrogated Zair McDashin’ sbrother. Hewill want revenge.”
Dooku turned away from the holographic display. “Whichisprecisely what | intend. His
brothersdeathwasonethat | recall very well. Hewas captured during asurprise attack onthe

Dantooine.”

McDashinfelt the pain of the torture needl esten times morethan hewould normally
duetoanelectricdeviceplaced onhis(rather short) legs. Thepaindroidshad been
going at himfor several hoursnow. They seemedintentonmaking  himanswer one

guestion: did he seethe attack and contact Coruscant?
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AsMcDashin flied around on the table again he noticed the droids had stopped.

They went stiff asif they weredeactivated yet lightsstill shoneintheir eyes.
Then he saw why they had stopped. Dooku had arrived.

“Hello McDashin. | amso sorry about these droids. Nute is always sooo0...

violent. But let’ s put that behind us shall we?”
“Tra..itor,” McDashin managed to get out.
“ Ohno,” replied Dooku. “ You have been liedto my friend.”

“1"ll tell you nothing,” spat McDashininreply.

“1"msure you won't. Now get up.”

Suddenly the droids wer e active again and they picked him up and out of the
room. They carried himdown boring hallways. McDashin closed hiseyesandtriedto
regain peacein hisbody. Hewasa Jedi after all.

He began to meditate and was then thrown to thefloor. He crawled up a little and
managed to look around the room. It wasdark and had a large staircasethat led uptoa
bal cony that overlooked part of thecity. How, hethought, did the Separ atistsbuild this
sofast? Unless...the peopleof Dantooine had turned a blind eyetoit. But why? And
how? The Senatewould havefiguredit out. Or perhapshewasn't on Dantooine. Then he
noticed afigureat thetop of the bal cony. Thefigure seemed to know that he noticed him.
McDashin couldfeel Dooku’ spresencebehind him. Dookuthen gently pushed the Jedi

forward.
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“Welcometo Zeneb,” saidthefigure. “ Thecapital of the Confederacy. You, my
friend, arelucky to be blessed with my presence. Itisnot usual that | comehere. Yet |
know the Droidswoul d not make you speak. Not even the good Count. But do not worr
| can easily senseyour lies. Plus| have many usesfor alive broken Jedi.”

“I’ll never reveal anything!!!!”

“Oh, don't beso sure.” And with that Darth Sdious stepped forward.

Deferaraised an eyebrow. “Lord Sidious spoke with him himself.”

Dooku smiled again which was an odd occurrence. “ Oh yes.”

Darth Sdiousraised oneof hisfingersvery slowly and pointedit at McDashin.
“Now my friend what do they Jedi know of the Sth?”
“Nooothinnnng,” hissed McDashinin reply.

“Liar,” replied Sdiouscalmly. With that he shot lightening out of hisfinger. It
hit McDashinrightin hisface. The Jedi collapsed to thefloor shaking. Yet Sdious
stopped once hefell tothefloor and began pacing around McDashin. “ | ask you again.
What do the Jedi know about the Sth?”

“ Nothing more than that you have returned.”
“| senseyou are not lying thistime. Good. Now what doestheJe  di Council

think of the Senate?”
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McDashin raised hishead dightly. “ The Senate? The Jedi do not interfere
with the Senate.”

“ That was not the question,” replied Sdiousevenly. Hethen let loose another
bolt of lighteni ng. McDashin screamedin pain.

“ Sop!!!! The...Council and other Jedi know that the...Senateiscorrupt...yet
that they are better than chaos.”

“| can stop thechaos,” replied Sdious. “ The Galaxy isready for a new
order.”

“The separatists? They arejust asbad asthe...Republic. Much worse, really.

“ Oh, not the Separatists young fool. Not at all. Something new. Something
that isso powerful it will rival all known gover nments.”
“Thebigger itis, theharder it will fall,” spat McDashin.

Sdious stepped over to McDashin. * Thank you for your help. Yet you have
told me nothing morethat | haven't already known.

“Precisely,” shot back McDashin asheslowly got back to hisfeet. He called
uponall of hisForce powersand Force Pushed Sdious. The Sth Master blocked it with
ease.

“You challenge a Sth? A deadly mistake.” And with that helet loose
lightening until McDashinfell to the ground, dead.

“Cleanthisup,” hissed Sdious. “ It knew nothing. Bring methe other one.”
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Dooku continued. “Aayla Secura was up next for interrogation but she escaped

before we cracked her.”

Aayla Securawasthrown onto thefloor before Count Dooku.
“How areyou Aayla? It has been awhile hasn’t it?”
Aayla said nothing.
“You do not need to be so rude Aayla.”
“ YoukilledMcDashin,” shespat. “ | sensed histortureand then hisdeath.
You arean animal Dooku. A heartlessanimal.”
“Oh, no Aayla. Not heartlessat all. | carefor the peoplein our galaxy.
That iswhy | amwith the Separatists.  We know how to run the galaxy. Would you like to
help us?”
“Oh, | don't think s0.”
“Verywell then,” replied Dooku. And with that he unleashed his Force

lightening.

“1 met with Master Sidiousshortly afterward. Whilewe spoke Aaylaescaped.

Not that it hindered us.”
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Count Dooku stepped into the Balconywith nofear at all. “ Lord Sdious
Aaylaisunconsciousfor thetimebeing. No doubt shewill crackfromthepain ~ soon,”
spoke Dooku.

“ Excellent,” replied Sdious. “ The problemwith Magren and hisnew order

isalmost done. It appearsthat our plansare proceeding with almost no flaws. Victoryis

almost upon us.”

Deferasaid, “How interesting. Isthisall part of your plan?’
“Ohyes. Master Sidious has schemed something that cannot fail.”
“What of the incident on Coruscant with the Cathedral ?’
Dooku turned to look directly at her. “ The Jedi have been sent amessage among other
things’
“And the priest?’
“I killed him.”
Deferashook her head. “Will it really look good that we killed a hundred or so people.”
“It really doesn’t matter.” Dooku began to exit the room and spoke, “But | have

something el se planned. A surprisefor our Jedi friends.”

Part Three: The Loss of Freedom

Coruscant
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Supreme Chancellor Pal patine sighed as he explained the situation to Senator

Padme Amidala, Senator Orn Free Taa and Bail Organa. “ Our forces have been constantly
disrupted on planetsall over. We can’t keep order!”
Padme lowered her head in shame. “But you can’t do what you are suggesting.
Itisinsane.”
“But quite necessary. L et us speak no more of the subject”
Taa protested, “Wait! What are you suggesting?’
Pal patine waved the subject away. “Y ou we see in due time. But now we must

discussrestricting therightsof certain alien species so they cannot spy on us...”

Therestaurant wasquiet but Rince V unian preferredit that way. Hehad lived

up to hisword and he was having Lunch with Veerya.
“S0,” heasked, “what do you do inthe Intelligence department?’
She smiled at him and replied, “I work with General Tiiver and the Supreme
Chancellor. Technicaly | can’t say anything else.”

Rince nodded. “| know what you mean. So where did you grow up.”
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“Corellia. My Dad was amillionaire and had ahuge mansion there. Only a short
whileago hemovedto here. | bought my own apartment here. Itismassive. It’ snot far fromthe
Senate Hall.”

Rince took abite of hisfood. “Pretty impressive. | came from Thyferrabut |
don’t remember it at all. My parents allowed meto betrained to become aJedi Knight. But |
have never seen them again asaJedi should not have very close attachments. It disruptstheir
way of lifeandtheir willingnessto givethemselvestotally tothe cause. Friendsareadifferent
thing asyou see.”

Veeryasmirked. “You said ‘their’ not ‘ours’.”

“Opps.”

Still smirking she asked, “Do you not believein all of thoseideas.”

Rince shook his head. “ Of course | do.”
“You don’t have to agree with everything the Jedi say. Have your own ideas on
relationshipsand your willingnessto giveyourself tothe Force.”
Rinceraised an eyebrow. “Why are you so interested in me?”’
“1 really don’t know why. | just am. Can’'t explainit. Y ou are very handsome
and sweet. | liked you right away.”
“What? | can’'t see how you can like someone right away.”
She nodded. “ Apparently you can. Do you like me?’

“Well thisisalittle awkward. | don't know if we should be...”

Veeryaleaned across the table and kissed him.
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Rince stood and hurried away from the table.

Zair McDashin knocked on Aayla Secura sdoor. A moment later she opened

it. AaylawasaTwi’lek. She had two tentaclelike objects called |ekku at the back of her head.
They twisted around in what looked like aweird hairdo. She was very pretty but the subject
that Zair was about to bring up made him not even notice that.

“Aayla, | want to know what happened to my brother. Who killed him?’

Belkadan

The Following Day

Count Dooku greeted Darth Sidious. “I have news my Master. Veeryadid

indeed meet Vunian just asyou set up and heindeed did save her. Shefell for him just asyou
planned.”

The cloaked Sith Lord turned to face Dooku. “ At last everything isin place.”

Coruscant-The Jedi Temple
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“ Shewhat 2"

“Shekissed me,” repeated Rince Vunianto Zair McDashin. “ Right onthelips.
I’ ve never had that happen to me before. | don’t know what to do.”
The two of them sat in Rince’s quarters and had been discussing Rince's
problem.

Zair shrugged. “ Just tell her to stay the hell away from you. Or get arestraining
order. That could be fun.”

Rince shrugged. “Maybe | should call her.” Hewalked over to hiscomlink and
researched her name. “Here we go.” He hit it and a face appeared on his screen. It was not
Veerya. “Hello.I’'mRinceVunian. IsVeeryathere?’

The other face was a woman about the same age as Veerya. “Did you know

her well?’

Rince thought for amoment. “What do you mean ‘did’”

“There was an accident.”

“By the Force, no”
“ A taxiship went out of control and crashed into her apartment. She died.”

“How long ago?’
Tearswere streaming down the woman’ sface. “Maybe ten minutes ago. They

just got her out of here.”
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Belkadan

Darth Sidioussmiled from beneath hishood. Dooku asked, “What isit M aster
Sidious?’

“He knows,” replied Sidious.

Coruscant-The Jedi Temple

“How could thishave happened?’ asked Rinceto no onein particular.

Zair shook hishead. “I don’t know. | just...don’t know. First your arm then
Cambini and now Veerya. I'm sorry, my friend.”
At that moment his doorbell chimed.
“Yes?' croaked Rince. The door opened to reveal Master Mace Windu.
“Y ou must come to the Room of a Thousand Fountainsimmediately.”
Zair raised an eyebrow. “Isit really important as we have a bit of a problem
aready.”
Mace answered, “1 would say it is amajor problem. Supreme Chancellor

Palpatine just declared Martial Law.”
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Star Wars
Victory Quest V:

Three Fronts, Two Sith and One Impending Disaster

Part One: Martial Law
Oneweek after the previous stories events.

Coruscant
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Senator Padme Amidalawas planning on returning home. The Senate meetings

had beendoinglittlelately and the Celebration of Lifewasclosing in. Shehad packed her bags
and was planning to leave tomorrow when she got a message from Supreme Chancellor
Palpatine. He had asked her to meet him in his office at her earliest convenience. Which meant
now.

The Chancellor’ stwo red robed guards opened the door for her and she walked
intothe Chancellor’ soffice. “ Good evening Chancellor.”

“Ah. Senator Amidala. Please have a seat.”

Shedid. “Isthere something | can do for you?’

“Actudly thereis. | would like you to postpone your vacation by just one day.

Tomorrow | will beannouncing the new restrictionsbeing placed on certain species. First in the
morning | will maketheyearly speechandwisheveryoneagoodLifeDay. I’ I tell them about
our upcoming plansfor thiswar. Thisspeechwill beinthe Theater just acrossfromthe Senate
Hall. I will then walk from there to the Senate Hall and announce the new restrictionson the
species. No doubt thiswill create quite an uproar. Both positive and negative. Therefore |
asked the Jedi if they could lend me Zair McDashin and Shaak Ti asescorts. They agreed of
course. | hateto think that there may be an assassination attempt on anybody at the upcoming
speeches but on can never betoo careful.”

Padme leaned back in her comfy chair. “Isthisreally necessary? At the start of
thiswar you had the Senate give you emergency powers. Only afew weeks ago you issued out
aMartial Law. Granted you still have complete control, but you havegiventhemilitary alot of
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flexibility. Y ou’ vealowedthemtokill whenever they deem needed unlessit goesagainst your
strict orders. Have you heard the complaints?’

Pal patine chuckled. “ It wasto be expected. Padme, all that | want isyour support.
Y ou are both my colleague and my friend.”

Padme smiled. “Of course you have my support.”

The Chancellor nodded gratefully. “ Thereisal so other news. The Separatistshave
been quite quiet lately. My spies have told me that something big is being planned. In the
meantime | have ordered an assault on Zeneb, one of the Confederacy’ smain planets. We will
be commencing theattack inonly afew short hours. By now I’ m sure Count Dooku hasalready
seenour incoming shipsandisfleeingtheplanet alongwiththerest of the Confederacy Council.
I will aso announce what happensin this battle tomorrow.”

«| see,” replied Padme. “Y ou haveto be careful, Chancellor. You areamilitary
and political target. If anything would happentoyou the Republicwould not only alosealeader
but afriend. It would be horrific.”

The old man nodded. “It would be atragedy, wouldn't it?’

Rince Vunian enjoyed looking at the fountains in the Jedi Temple. It always

seemed to calm hisever running mind. Therehad been alot to deal with lately. Whenever he left
the Jedi Templeitwashectic. CloneTroopersnow reigned freeonthestreets. Rincehad found
itascary sight. ThentherewasVeerya. She had loved him and hehhad totell her that she could

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

121

no longer see him. Then she died. Even earlier on wasthe death of Ayer Cambini. Rince's
thought’ s always seemed to go back to him. Ayer had been hisfriend for along time. Even
though theremeetingswereonly afew timesayear they still managed to beclose. Beforethat it
had been hisarm. What was next?
“Howdy Vunian!”
Rince Vunian looked up and so Zair McDashin walking towards him.

“How areyou Zair?’

Zair had asmile on hisface. There dways seemed to be onethere. “I’'m quite
fine. And you?’
Sighing Rincereplied, “Don’t you have anyone el se to bother?’

“Of course. | need aback up in case you were sick or something. Anyhow | just
wantedto say that youwon’t ssemetomorrow. I’ |l beescorting our esteemed Chancellor tohis
speech and Senate meetings. Somesort of threatsgoingaround. It’ salwayssomething, isn’tit?’

Rince nodded. “Y esthere alwaysis something else. Oh! Who elsewill bewith
you?’

“Jedi Master Shaak Ti.”

“Tell her | said hi.”

“Surewill. Have you heard the news about the surprise attack on Zeneb?’

Rince nodded. “Y eah. It sgoing to be abloody battle. One of theworst so far,
I’ll bet. I don’t know. | haveabad feeling about this. Well, be careful.”

Zair turned towalk away. “1 will. I’ [| seeyou the day after tomorrow.”
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“Don’t remind me.”

Spreading hisarms Zair replied, “1 won’'t have to. | always make my presence
known.”
Intel HQ

General Tiiver approached the Supreme Chancellor with agrin. “Sir, we have

everythingin place. Weareready for the surprise attack on Zeneb.”

Pal patine nodded. “ Commence the attack on the Confederacy Headquarters.”

Zeneb

Several gigantic donut shaped Trade Federation shipsorbited the planet of Zeneb.

TheTradeFederation|eader, Nute Gunray, had already fled the planet along with therest of the
Separatist Council. Nevertheless the Council’ s warships remained in orbit around Zeneb
awaiting the imminent Republic attack. On board the bridge of one of the Trade Federation
shipssat Genera Rittark. Thebridgewascircular and Rittark sat inthemiddleof it. Infront of
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him and to the sides were the pilotsand engineers. Near the entranceto the bridge were several
Battle Droids standing guard. Rittark was a Neimoidian like most of the Trade Federation
leaders. He had green skin and big red eyes, like many of his species. He also |ooked rather
coward like. Atthemoment Rittark was sweating. Hewasnot |ooking forward to theupcoming
battle. After al should he die... No, he thought, | won’'t think about this. | have to
concentrate on the upcoming battle. Aloud he asked, “Lieutenant Duffer, are the Droid
Starfightersready and prepped for battle?’

“Yes, gir.”

After asecond Rittark asked, “What about the fighters on the other ship. Make
sure Commander Gunred isready. | don’t want any mishaps.”
Duffer nodded. “1 will, sir.”
Rittark nodded. It would only be alittle bit longer before the Republic arrived. If
everything went right thiswould be one of the biggest |ossesfor the Republic yet.
All of asudden Duffer shouted out, “ Republic Assault Ships coming out of
Hyperspace.”

On the viewscreen came the gray triangular Assault ships. “Prepare the Laser
and lon Cannons. Launch all Droid Starfighters!!,” screamed Rittark. “ Shields! Put up the
shields!” Rittark wasshaking madly. “ Oncetheshipsarewithinfiring rangeopenfire!”

Duffer looked up at Rittark. “ The Assault Shipsarelaunching Jedi Starfighters.”
From the Assault ship camesmall red fighters manned by Jedi Knights, Behind

them launched the CloneFighters. They wererectangular with two wingsthat curled under them
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withalaser cannon oneachwing. TheRepublic starfightersbeganfiring at thenewly launched
Droidfighters. Beforelongthe Republic shipswould attack Rittark’ sship. Hewasdreading that
attack.

Duffer waswaving hishands around like amaniac. “ The Republic Fightersare
inrange! They'refiring!”

Rittark whirled aroundtoface Duffer. “ Armour lasers. Havethemlock onto
thefightersand openfire.” Looking ontheviewscreen Rittark saw hisown shipfiring red laser
beamsand destroying several fighters. Hisown ship wasmassive compared to thelittle ships.
Hisown ship was big enough to challenge the A ssault ships. Rittark commanded, “ Bring the
ship 25° starboard. One of the Assault shipswill soon be closeenoughfor usto attack it!”

Duffer announced, “We have aready lost two of our squadrons. Another one
isalmost down.”

“Wehavemore,” growled Rittark. “ That assault ship isalmost in range. Once
itistargetits shield generator ontop of its' bridge. They are the sphere thingyson top. The
bridgeisthelarge structure at the aft! Get ready to fire. Wait. Move forward. Full thrusters.
That’sit...stopand... fire!”

One of the two shield generators exploded as the Trade Federation ship
concentrated its' fire on it. The assault ship returned fire, aiming right for Rittark’ s bridge.
Rittark wasthrown out of hischair.

Duffer called out, “We'relosing shields. They’ re down to 20%!”
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Rittark moaned. “ Get Commander Gunred’ s ship to fire on that Assault ship
and giveus some cover!!!” Thebridgerocked again.

“Sir,” replied Duffer, “the Commander says that they can’t comejust yet.
They are being heavily bombarded.”

Rittark was fuming. “I don’t care! Tell that damn fool to get over here. |
don't careif hisshipisfalling apart! ”
“Yes, sir.”
Climbing back into his chair Rittark let out asigh. “How are we holding up.
“Not well,” called one of the engineers. “We have no shields |l eft.”

Rittark put up a hand to stop him from speaking. “Wait. They’ ve stopped
firing. Why?’

Another of theengineersgasped. “ General! WehaveaRepublic shipinour
docking bay. They got through out gunnersbecausethey weretransmitting asignal that wasthe
same as ours.”

“Damn. They want to capture us. Send down two Destroyer Droids to
handle them.
Duffer looked up, terrified. “General, they are Jedi Knights.”
Rittark moaned. “Lock down the bridge. Get a squad of Super Battle

Droids down there. Kill al of the Jedi.”
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Duffer shock hishead. “They’rejust afloor below us! We'll never get help
hereintime. We only of thetwo Battle Droid guards. It’ || take aminute for the Super Battle
Droidsand Destroyer Droidsto get up here.”

Rittark leaned back and smiled. “With the bridge locked down it will take a
minutefor the Jedi to cut through. That will givetheDroidstimetoarrive. Eventhe Jedi can’t
take on asquad of Droids.”

Duffer shock hishead. “| wouldn’t be so sure about that, sir.”

Rittark shot him aglare. “Wewill survivethisto see Jedi die. With the Jedi
on board the Assault shipswon'’t fireon us. L et’ stake advantage of thisand...”

A huge force pushed Rittark to the ground. When he opened hiseyesa
Jedi Knight was standing over him. The Knight wasin his late thirties and had ared beard.
Rittark recognized himimmediately. “ Obi-Wan Kenobi,” he hissed. L ooking around Rittark
saw destroyed Droids everywhere. He had definitely underestimated the Jedi. To hisright
Duffer wasbeing handcuffed. “I don’t know anything,” said Rittark.

“Master, do we have to waste our time here. Wetook the bridge. Can we
leavenow?’ moaned, what Rittark guessed, wasK enobi’ sapprentice.

Kenobi turned to face his apprentice. “ Anakin we have a Confederacy ship
in our hands. Imagine what we could do with this. Besides the Chancellor ordered us
specificaly for thismission.”

The handsome young man smile. “| never thought of that.”

Rittark just moaned.
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Kenobi hel ped him up and handcuffed him. “1 don’t suppose you know
where Count Dooku is?,” he asked.

1] NO.”

Count Dooku looked upon the Separatist Council. Each member was on

their ownship, aswasDooku, and werespeaking to Dooku viaaholographic projection. They
were al in hyperspace heading to the new Separatist Base. The members of the Separatist
Council formed acirclearound him.

“My friends, | have good news,” spoke Dooku. “ The Republic hasjust

landed on our base. I’ m sureyou all know what comes next.”

Part Two: A Shallow Victory

Zeneb

General Plo Koon surveyed thelandscape of Zeneb. The planet of Zeneb

wasmostly desert expect for the Confederacy structures.
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Plo Koon turned to the Clone Troopers behind him “ There doesn’t seem
tobeany Droidsinthearea. “ Takefive squadsand movein. I’ m going to check inwith General
Kenobi.”

Plo Koon had a breathing mask over his wrinkled face as his species
couldn’t breath air. Therefore hisspeech wasawkward. Hewal ked back onto his shuttle craft
and opened up ahol ographic communicationto General Kenobi aboard one of the two Trade
Federation Command Ships. “Hello Obi-Wan.”

Obi-Wan smiled. “Hello Plo. How isit down there?’

“Thereislittle opposition down here. It appears that theall of the
Separatists|eft thisbase once they saw wewerecoming.”

Obi-Wan nodded. “We have heavily damaged the other Trade Federation
ship. It's Commander is dead. The Banking Clan ships have been completely wiped out. It
appears, as you aready said, that the Separatists just left. | guess they weren't ready for an
attack. But till... something seemswrong.”

Plo nodded. “I sense adisturbance in the Force, too.”

“Be careful, my friend.”

T

An explosion ripped through the shuttle craft and Plo Koon went flying.

The last thing he saw wasthe floor coming towards him.
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Rittark knew the plan had gone perfectly when Obi-Wan' s message got

cut off. General Rittark chuckled from hiscommand chair where he sat chained.
Obi-Wan looked at hisapprentice and then at Rittark. “What happened
down there?’

Rittark grinned as much as a Neimoidian could. “Many of your troops
down there are dead. This planet is booby trapped. Fifteen atomic explosives were buried
beneath the Separatist Command. They just exploded.”

To Rittark’s horror it looked like fifteen atomic explosives had just
exploded inside Obi-Wan's head. For a second he thought the Jedi was going to lash out at
him. A second later Obi-Wan composed himself. He turned to his apprentice, Anakin, and said,
“Get ashuttleready. I’ mgoing downtotheplanet. After that contact General Fistoandtell him
about thetrap. Then ask himto send down emergency relief troops.” With that Obi-Wan turned
on hisheel and strode out. Surprisingly hisPadawan * means apprentice, for those of youwho
don’t know* complied without complaining.

Rittark looked at the young man. “What are you going to do with me.”

Anakin said nothing but the General could see he was angry. Rittark
continued, “1’m suremany Jedi died onthat planet Good riddanceif you ask me.”

Y et again the young man did not reply.
“C’mon boy. Not aconversation person?’

Finally he spoke directly to Rittark. “Not with the likes of you.”
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Rittark smiled. He had broken through the boy’ s mental barrier. “Hal It
is Jedi like you that have spoiled the Republic.”

Anakin whirled. “No! It is greedy profit-hungry peoplelikeyou! You
have no respect for lifel How can you do so much destruction without remorse. Y ou’ ve just
ended hundreds of lives.”

Rittark craned his neck to look out the viewscreen, then back at
Anakin. “How many troopswere on that planet?’
“Two hundred Clone Troopers and sixteen Jedi. If even one Jedi
dies...I'll...”
“You'll what? Jedi are forbidden to kill in anger. If you do, it seemsas
if somedark side of the Forceengulfsyouif you continue.” He paused. “Or so| hear.”
With a grin that made Rittark cower Anakinreplied, “Yes. Butif | only
kill onelonely General. | meanwhat if you slip out of those chainsand attack me?’

Rittark decided to keep his mouth shut. After a moment the young
man turned back to the control panel and Rittark saw a holographic image appear but he
couldn’t makeit out.

“General Fisto,” said Anakin. “I have bad news. There wasatrap on
the planet.”

“We picked up the explosion on our sensors. Do we know if there

were any casualties?’
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Anakin shock his head. “Master Obi-Wan just went down to check it
out. He should be contacting me back soon. Hopefully with good news.”

It was at that point that Rittark heard a beeping.

Apparently Anakin did, too. Hitting a switch a holographic image of
Obi-Wan Kenobi appeared.

“Hello Obi-Wan,” Anakin said happily. “How are things down
there? | have Kit Fisto on acomm channel here, too”
Obi-Wan asked, “Kit Fisto?Kit can you hear me?’
“Yes.”

“Well, | have bad news. Only six of the original sixteen Jedi
survived. Master Plo Kooniswith me here. Hejust became consciousandistelling mewhat he
remembers.” After a pause Obi-Wan continued. “It’ sterrible down here General. So many
friendsgone.”

Kit Fisto was silent for a moment before saying, “I’ Il contact
Coruscant and give them an update. May the Force be with you Master Obi-Wan and

Padawan Anakin. May the Force bewith usall. We'll need it”

Coruscant-The Jedi Temple
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Jedi Master Ki-Adi Mundi wasvisibly nervous. Hisfriend Plo Koon

had been |eading the ground assault on Zeneb and he was afraid for him. Not that he would
admit it, though.

He, along with Master Y oda, Master Windu, Master Vunian and
Master Securawere sitting in the communication room of the Jedi Temple. They had been
sitting there during the length of the battle awaiting newsfrom the battle front.

Mundi was a Cerean. Like all of his species he looked human
except for hisconehead. “Master Windu,” he spoke, “we haveamessage coming through from
Genera Fisto.”

“Put it through.”

The voice of Kit Fisto came through. “Zeneb was atrap. The place
had been evacuated before we arrived. They booby trapped the entire planet. Apparently the
planet’ ssurfaceisnow unstable. Unfortunately those down onthe planet have noway of getting
off asof yet. The smoke has made any landing impossible. Only one ship got through: Obi-
Wan's. What should we do?’

Master Windu asked, “How unstableisthe surface.”
“We have earthquakes all over the place. | have no clue how to
savethese people.”
The Jedi looked at each other. Finally Rince Vunian spoke up,
“Can you land the ships on the other side of the planet and then havethem fly low. It'|] take

awhile but they will get to the areawhere our people are soon.”
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Kit sounded weak as he said, “Wetried. They have anti air missiles
ontheother sideof the planet. The Separatistshad to have been for warned about this.”
Mundi looked to Master Windu. “It appears we have aleak,” he
stated.
Windu nodded in reply. He then turned his attention back to Kit.
“Try tonavigateusing sensorsonly. It will takeat |east aday for their to be enough shipsdown
there but it isthe best chance we have.”
“Roger that.”
Ki-Adi Mundi asked, “What of the Jedi?’
“Six died. Master Plo Koon survived, though.”
Mundi sighed inrelief.
Windu shut off the communication saying, “May the Force be with

you,” toKit. Turningto everyoneelsehesaid, “I’mgoing toinformthe Chancellor.”

The Chancellor gasped when he heard the casualty list from Mace

Windu.

“1 cannot believe that six more Jedi are dead. And on top of that
we have aleak.”

Macereplied, “It istrue. These are dark times, Chancellor. | trust
you will investigate thisleak?’

“Oh, yes. Now you must excuse me, Mace.”
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Mace nodded and turned. “Very well, Chancellor.”
Pal patine then quickly added, “1’m sorry for al of the friends you

lost. Every timeaJedi dies, | feel asif alittlebit of mediesaswell.”

Zeneb

Rittark looked out of the viewscreen and saw something that

relieved him and terrified him asecond later. The Separatist reinforcements had arrived. No
doubt they wouldtry totakethisship. But Rittark al so had no doubt that Dooku would have no
remorsefor destroying the ship along with Rittark himself.
“Anakin,” Rittark shouted out, “look!”
“1 know. | know.,” Anakin replied. After a second a holographic
image of General Fisto appeared.
“Anakin, did you see the ships?’
“How could | missthem. They are between you and me. They are
doing the old divide and conquer trick.”
Fisto frowned. “ There are two other shipsin orbit around Zeneb.
They are going to bomb our landed ships.”

Anakin’s eyeswidened. “But...Master Obi-Wan!”

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

135

Theexploding bomb sent Plo Koon flying. Again.

Thistime he braced himself before he hit the ground. “ Obi-Wan
areyou al right?’ he called out.
“Yes. And you?,” replied adust covered Obi-Wan. The two of
them were standing outside of Obi-Wan' s shuttle when thefirst bomb was dropped.
“I'm fine,” answered Plo Koon. “But what are the odds of
getting thrown into the air twice and surviving?’
“Beforetoday | would have said not good.”
Plo grinned. “Damn right. But if anyone were to defy the odds it
would...” Another explosioncut Plooff. Luckily for thetwo Jedi thisbombwasfarther away.
Obi-Wan turned to Plo. We have to go. Now. Are all the Jedi
in the shuttle?’
“Yes”
The two boarded the ship with Obi-Wan taking the pilot seat
and Plo Koontook command of thelonelaser cannon. Smiling Plo Koonsaid, “ L et’ stake of f
and get off thisdepressing rock.”
One of the Jedi in the back yelled out, “1 couldn’t agree with
you more.
Obi-Wan |ooked down at the controls. “I have ten secondsto
take off.” Turning to Plo he asked, “Can you alert Anakin that we are coming.”
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“No problem.” Plo activated the hol ographic communicator and
Anakin' simage appeared. “We' retaking off. Preparetoreceiveus.”
Anakin asked, “Is Obi-Wan dl right?’
“He'sfine”
“Areyou sure?’
“Well heis cracking jokes,” replied Plo.

Relief washed over Anakin'sface.

“ Bring the ship 50 degreesto port. Lock al of thelasersonthe

Techno Union ship closest to us, “ spoke General Fisto. “All we haveto doisget Obi-Wan and
therest of the Jedi off of Zeneb and thenwe canfall back and await our own reinforcements.”

The bridge was quiet as the officers went around doing their
work. Kit smiled. He had such fine officers under hiscommand.

“Sir,” spoke one of the Lieutenants, “we have incoming Droid

Starfighters.”

Kit turned to face the lieutenant. “Launch our fighters. Every
single one of them.” Kit looked up at the view screen. “And | want that Techno Union ship
destroyed!!”

At that moment the Techno Union ship erupted in flames.
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A cheer went up. Even Kit smiled. Then he added, “Turn to
starboard fifteen degrees and knock out thoseincoming fighters.” Kit watched asthe enemy
fighterscameintofiringrange. “Fire.” Theshipswere shred to pieces.

The Lieutenant spoke up. “ Sir! We have a priority one message
from Coruscant. The Chancellor was attacked along with histwo Jedi escorts: Shaak Ti and

Zair McDashin.”

Coruscant

Half an Hour earlier

Zair wasamazed at theamount of peopleintheauditorium. Hehad

arrived only a few minutes ago with the Chancellor and Shaak Ti. They were escorts for
Palpatine. Once they got there they just waited behind the curtains as Palpatine made his
speech.
Bored, Zair popped a piece of candy into his mouth. “Mmmmm.”
“Excuse me?’
Zair turned to face an old man. “Hello. How can | help you?’
The old man beamed. “ Are you a Jedi Knight?

“No, but | play oneinthe movies.”
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The old man looked confused and then asked, “Well in that case,
can | have your autograph?’
Zair gaveit to him, chuckling. Then hefelt it. Turning he saw Shaak
Ti on the ground unconscious. Pal patine turned and fled the stage, which led the audience to
screamin terror.
He was grabbed from behind and forced to kneel on the ground.
Looking up he saw her. Defera.
Zair managed agrin. “It’ s been awhile. Y ou haven’t written. Y ou
haven't called.”
Deferasmiled in response. “Zair, | have been waiting for arematch.
Didn’t think it would bethiseasy. Y oulooked so much stronger.”
“l getthat alot.”

“I"'m sure.” With that she chopped off his head.

Rince Vunian grabbed his chest.
Zair had died.
Belkadan
“Heisdead,” stated Darth Sidious.

Count Dooku nodded. “Thiswill no doubt anger Rince. Then Defera
will leaveand Rincewill eventually try to hunt her down after onefinal death. The Jedi Council

will forbid himto go after her but hewill anyway. Hisanger will corrupt himandthen...”
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“...hewill be ours,” finished Sidious. “Yes. Everything is

proceeding exactly as planned.”

Victory Quest VI:

One of Those Days

Part One: System by System, Star by Star
One Month after the previous Story

Agamar

TheJedi Knight turned tofacehisfriend. “I' m afraid thisisour last stand.”
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Hisfriend nodded in response. Thetwo Jedi stood back to back surrounded by Super
BattleDroids. Only afew daysbeforethe Confederacy had launched asurpriseattack on
Agamar inretributionfor thefall of their Capital, Zeneb. The Republicforceswerewiped out
withinafew hours. Then slowly the Jedi were, too. Now only Shever Y lulen and hisfriend
Anaror were | eft.

TheBattle Droidsraised their built in laser guns and targeted Shever ashe brought his
lightsaber up to hisface. They fired.

Shever brought his saber down to his stomach to deflect thefirst few shots back at the
Droids. Thenext laser blastscamefor hishead. He put all of hisweight on hisleft foot and
kicked out whilehedeflected morelaser blasts. Hiskick connected with one of hisenemiesand
sent it flying. The Battle Droidswere suddenly in abad position as Shever dlashed outina
circle. Thisattack cut at | east seven Droidsin half and Shever yelled out to Anaror to seeif she
wasall right. She called back that she was.
The Battle Droidsdid not stop though. The continuously fired deadly lasersout at the
two Jedi. Shever soon found himself on the defensive.
From acrossthe way Anaror yelled out in pain and fell to the ground.
Shever turned to seeif shewasall right. A fatal mistake. He never saw the blast

coming.

Dubrillion- One of the Separatists Main Planets
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Count Dooku entered the Command Chamber followed by several Generals, Nute

Gunray, Shu Mai and San Hill. All but Dooku looked depressed.

Dooku turned to face them as he activated a hol ographic projection of the many
planetsof thegalaxy. “ Do not fear, my friends. Thetragedy of Zenebislong past usandwe
move on to conquest. | havejust received word that the Agamar Star System hasjust fallen
alongwith Gargi, which asyou know held our facilitiesuntil afew monthsago whenthe
Republicattackedit. I trust youall know of the casuatieswefacedtheir. It wasunfortunatethat
most of them were civilian.

TheRepublicisonceagainretreating on all fronts. Eventheir forcesat Zeneb have
retreated although our basewasal ready demolished by thetimewearrived withreinforcements.
Meanwhileon our other frontsZhar and Alzoc I 11 havefallento us. On Ison the Republic lead a
successful counter attack. Y et thisisonly asmall setback. Beforelong Republic spacewill be
caught inthe middle of acircle and then we need only to tighten the noose.”

One of the Generals snorted. “Y ou make it sound simple. While we may be having
victoriesour forcesarebeing stretched thin! Webarely haveenoughtroopstodefendus, here
let alone on our smaller planets.”

Dooku nodded, conceding the point. “ But we do have an advantage. The Republicis
alsostretchedthin. Although mostimportantly isour friend here.” Hesnapped hisfingersand
two Super Battle Droidsentered carryingayoung Twi’ lek woman. Her skinwasblueand she
had two tentacles coming from the back of her head. Dooku continued. “Thisis Anaror, a Jedi
Knight. Shewill tell usof the Republic’ splans.” Hetook hiscurved lightsaber hilt off of hisbelt
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and activatedit. Thelong red blade hissed loudly inthesilent room. “1 have no doubt shewill

take some convincing. Shall we see how many fingersshewill lose before shetalks?’

Coruscant-The Jedi Temple

RinceVunianswallowed ashelooked at all of the Jedi Knightsthat sat beforehim.

“Today,” hebegan, “| will be sharing somevery sad news. Y’ know withthis war we seem to
never get timeto speak of thosewehavelost. Wenever seemtotalk about thosethat givetheir
livestohelpuslive. Wenever talk about our friendsthat haveleft us. Wenever talk with each
other anymore. Wejust fight thiswar. The Jedi haven't been involved in awar likethisfor
severa millennia s. And by the Forcel hopethisisthelast one.

| often get depressed when | sit alonein my room and wonder how many Jedi are
dying at thisvery moment?If itisjust onethan it is one too many.

Y esterday wereceived afull casualtieslist of those Jedi that have died. | beginwith
Anaror, missing, presumed dead. Shever Y lulen, dead. Guuuruk, dead. JuvalinHurun, dead.
Durin. Oh, Durin.” He paused for amoment and brought himself together.
“DurinwasaPadawan | knew alongtimeago. Sheisdeadinaway. Y ou may not know her as
Durinbut | am sureyou know her by Defera. Shewasapromising young and pretty student
who was turned into a Dark Jedi by Count Dooku. | hope none of you will makethat choice.
But to continue. CorrvaGenlen, dead. Feler Tinfer, dead.” Then hecametoit. Heclosed his

closed hiseyed for amoment and then said, “ Zair McDashin, dead.”
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He stepped down and took hisown seat asMaster Y odaspoke. The short figure
began speaking but Rincedidn’t hear him. Two peoplewereonhismind: Zair and Defera.
Onceword had comeof Zair’ sdeath he automatically knew who had killed him.

She had finally returned after many months. Rincehad originally thought shewould
hunt him down. Apparently sheintended to break himdownfirst. Hewouldn’ t et her though.
No matter what hewouldkill her. Evenif it meant throwing aside everything the Jedi had taught.
Deferawould be brought to justice.

Such thoughtsfilled hismind for the remainder of the funerals and the walk back
tohisquarters. Hesat silently in hisquartersand decided to nap. Naturally thedoorbell runga
few moments later. “Comein.”

The door dlid opento reveal Jedi Knight Obi-Wan Kenaobi. “ Good afternoon,
Rince. | guessthefuneral took atoll onyou.”

Rince chuckled. “I’d think so. But | don’t even want to talk about it. So how can
| help you?’

Obi-Wantook aseat. “1 returned from Zeneb amonth ago. I’ m sureyou’ ve
heard everything about that. The Confederacy hasstruck out desperately but hardinretaliation.
Many of our key worlds have fallen and now the Confederacy planson hitting Varonet. It sin
theOuter Rimandison of our last basesout there. The Council has asked usto take command
of thebasetheir and defend it from the onslaught of the Confederacy. Our basetheirisa
fortress thereforethe Confederacy isthrowing everything they canat us. It’ || bebloody.”

“I think | can hold out.”
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“That’s not what | was worried about. She will bein charge of the Separatist
forces. She'sadevil inafight but I don’t know how she commands.” Obi-Wan leaned forward
“Will you beall right seeing her again? After all shehasdoneto you?The Council doesn’t want

you to be uncomfortable.”

Rince smiled. “Y ou mean the Council doesn’t want me to wonder off with my
own little agenda.”

“Something like that.”
“No problem.”

“Good. Weleavetomorrow on the East Platform. My apprentice, Anakin

Skywalker, will be coming too.” Obi-Wan stood to leave.

Rince spoke for thefirst time about Zair. “ Did you know Zair well?’

“Not really.”
“Okay. Just curious.”
“Goodbye.”

“Uh huh.”

Obi-Wan left and thedoor slid shut leaving Rinceto himself again. Rincelaid
downand slept. Hehad no dreamsthat night. Only nightmares. Everyoneinvolved Deferakilling

Zair. Everyoneinvolved acloaked figurelaughing. For some reason Rince felt that he knew that

cloaked man. Knew him very well.

When he woke up in the morning he was drenched in sweat.
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“Master,” spoke Anakin Skywalker, “do | know RinceVunian? Hisname

soundsfamiliar yet | can't placeaface.”
Obi-Wan stood next to Anakin asthey walked the halls of the Jedi Temple.
“Y ou may have met him once, Anakin. Heisakind man but sad at the moment. Try not to
annoy him.”
Anakinrolled hiseyes. “Master I’ m quite old enough to know what to doin
thesekind of situations. I’mtwenty for crying out loud.”
Obi-Wansmiled. “Well youdidroll your eyesasif youwerefourteen.”
“How didyou...?”
“Nothing escapes my sight my young apprentice.”
Anakin raised hishead in defiance. “Well | haveto go somewhere. I'll meet you
on thelanding platform inacouple of hours. Andon’t worry, I’ll make sure I’ m there.”
Obi-Wan'ssmileturned into agrin ashisapprenticeleft. Who knowswhat

trouble Anakin was going to get himself into.

Senator Padme Amidalalookedinto her husband’ seyeswhich werefilled with

sadness.

“I"ll becareful,” her husband, Anakin Skywalker, promised. “I’ Il return safe as
aways.”

Padme frowned. “We' ve been married for about six months now and our

marriageisstill secret. | can’t pretend that I’ m not married for much longer.”
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Anakin nodded in response. “Wewill tell others soon. But you know how the
Jedi frown on marriage.”
She nodded. “ Just be careful, okay?’

“l promise.”

Part Two: The Fortress of Varonet

Varonet

RinceVunianlooked at thewallsof thefortressand grinned. Thewallswere

made of durasteel and had builtinlaser cannonsevery few metersor so. Outsideof thewalls
were laser turretsand trencheswherethefirst lineof Clone Trooperswerestationed. Insidethe
walls weretherest of the Clone Troopersand the Jedi Knightswho included: Obi-Wan
Kenobi, Anakin Skywalker, AgenKolor, Goror and KaylyaJorhin. Alsoinsideweretwolarge
towersthat rose higher thanthewalls. Ontop of thetowerswereseveral snipersand alaser
cannon.

Rince knew that the Separatist force would be huge but with all of these defenses
he could definatly see how they had a good chance of winning.

He entered back into the base through the large blast doors and greeted the two

new Jedi, Agen Kolor and Goror. Agen wasaZabrak, the same speciesasthelate Zair
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McDashin (which bothered Rince dlightly) and Goror was a huge, strong human who stood well
over two meters. “Hello, my friends.”
Agen and Goror returned hisgreeting. “ Thisbaselookswell defended,” said
Agen.
“1 was quite happy to see that when | arrived,” replied Rince.

“It doesn’t matter,” stated Goror. “Thisplacewill fall and it will be up to troopsto

defend it. Not walls.”

“Agreed.”

Agen elbowed Rince. “Quite the optimistisn't he?’
Smiling the Jedi entered the Command Building.
In there Obi-Wan spoke with Kaylyaabout plansfor the defense of thefortress.
“Welcome, Agen! Goror!,” greeted Kaylyahappily. Shewasayoung human

woman with shoulder length hair.

Obi-Wan merely noddedin theredirectionand continued mumbling battleplans.
Rincewondered over to Anakin who stood inthe corner. “Hey, Anakin.”

Anakin smiled. “Hi, Master Vunian!” The young man wasusually withdrawn unless
hewasangry but Rincehad alwaystook alikingto him. Somethingintheyoung man reminded
him of himself.

“How doesit go, Anakin?’
Anakin snorted. “With Obi-Wan making battle plans we can’t decide on anything!”
“Why am | not surprised?’
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Separatist Battleship Arnakor - In route to Varonet

Deferastaredinto theeyesof Count Dooku. Hisimagewasbeing broadcast from

Dubrillion and she was ableto view him holographically.

“Count Dooku, we' ve picked up alot of troop movementsto Varonet. The planet
will be more heavily defended than we thought.”

“It doesn’t matter. | have equipped you with an army of ahundred thousand Super

BattleDroids.”

Varonet

“ Our sensorsarepicking something up,” spokeAgenKolor. “It’ sthe Separati st

fleet.”
The Jedi were in the Command and Control planning the defense of Varonet.
“Are our troopsin position?’ asked Obi-Wan.
“All of them,” snarled Goror.
Rince glanced at Obi-Wan. “I guesswejust wait for them to attack. | don’t believe

we have another option.”

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

149

“We can meet them head on!” Anakin said excitedly.
Kaylyashook her head. “That would be futile.”

Agen announced, “ Their first wave haslanded and is advancing!”

The Separatist Transport shipslanded and opened their doors. Massive Hallfire

Droidswheeled out firing at the Clone Troopersinthetrenches. The Clonesstood erect and
fired. Their blueblastssmacked theHailfire Droidsbut did not stop them. TheHailfireDroids
fired their missilesand slaughtered ahundred Clone Troopers a shot.

The Commanding Republic officer realized that the laser rifleswould taketo long to
wear down the onslaught and so hetold the Clonesto throw grenades.

Clone Trooper 15244432 heard the order and took one of histhree grenades. He
wasonthefront linessotheHailfire Droidswerenear him. The Clonejumped up an out of the
trenchfiring hislaser rifleashedid so. Hethrew himself to the ground and chucked hisgrenade
under the wheel of aHailfire Droid. The machine’ swheel flew up and came crashing downona
group of Super Battle Droids. Therest of themachineveered out of control and smashedinto
another Hailfiredroid and thetwo exploded in asecond.

The Clone chuckled and glanced over to see agroup of Clones massacring Super
Battle Droids.

The Clone smiled and ran to help them. He began pumping burst after burst of
laser fireintotheDroidsandtook at | east threedown. Beforehe coul d cel ebrateamissileshred
him apart.
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M eanwhile Republic Gunships were taking off and began taking pot shots at
approaching Separatist tanks. A few Gunshipsweredestroyed by amissilebut thoseinstances
werefew. The Republic were holding their own ground.

A group of about ahundred Clones banded together and made a desperate push
forward. A Clone Trooper grabbed onto thewheel of aHailfire Droid and got himself stop of
theDroid. Instead of destroying the Droid hefired burst after burst of lasersinto the Droids
around him. The Droidsseemedtofall likedominos. Whentherewereno more Droidsaround
him he dropped agrenade onto the Droid and ran asit exploded.

The fortress doors opened and Republic AT-TE's came out. The dog like
machineswal ked forward and wiped out Hailfire Droidsasof they wereflies. Atop of them
Clone Troopersadded their fireto theinsanity.

Finally afew Hailfire Droids came together and targeted one AT-TE and shot
every singlemissileat it.

The huge machine swayed and fell to the ground and killed some unlucky Clones.

Then the Separatists unleashed their most dangerous weapon: Dark Jedi.

Part Three: The Betrayal

Varonet

Red lightsaberslit up asthe Dark Jedi flew towardsthe Clone Troopers. The
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Clonestook aim and pumped out shot after shot. The Dark Jedi deflected the shotsback at the
Clonesand the Cloneswent downin pain.
On board one of the Gunshipscameacall from Rince Vunian. "Thisis General
Vunian. Target the Dark Jedi with your missiles."
The Gunshipswent down and | et of f several missiles. A few of the Dark Jedi were
thrown across the field but the mgjority of them escaped.
The AT-TE sbeganraining firedown onthe Dark Jedi and even morefell.

Obviously theseweren't well trained Jedi.

"We've been holding out on al fronts," stated Goror. "The Dark Jedi seem to be just
alast ditch attempt to take our base."
Rince smiled. "Perhapswe should attack." Every head turned towardshim asif he'd
just suggested that they go shoot themselves.
"Areyou insane?' hissed Goror.
"Y es, but that’ snot the point. The Separatistswill not be expecting an attack ontheir
Control Ship. | say welaunchagroup of Jedi Starfightersand damagetheir ship. Withtheir ship
damaged we can board it and take control. We could end the battle in afew hours with alot
less bloodshed."
Obi-Wan stroked hischin. "Thiscould work. But we need themto betotally
occupied. | say me, Kaylyaand Goror strikeat the Dark Jedi. Meanwhileyou and Anakincan

take down the Droid Control Ship with several other squadrons. Agen can stay hereand
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continueissuing commands.”
Kaylyashook her head. "Anakin and Rince will certainly die."
"No they won't" replied Obi-Wan as he walked over to her. "They are both
excellent pilots. We can do this."
Anakin smiled. "I'min."
Withagrowl Goror said, "Well aslong as|’ m not the one throwing my lifeaway in
space, I'min."
"I'mnot." Kaylyastated firmly.
Rinceturnedto her. "It could give usaquick victory. | don’t see another choice."
Kaylyashook her head in disgust. "We' d be throwing away two Jedi Knights' lives
aswell asafew sguadrons of Clones. Thereisno way this can happen. I’ m out.”
Obi-Wan began to speak but Rince cut him off. "Meand Anakin now how to destroy the Droid
Control Ship. Wecandoit. Trust us. Wewill get Deferaand her ship."
Kaylyawas stubborn. "No. If thisfailswe could lose. | am not willing to take that chance.”
AgenKolor finally spoke. "Kaylyayou are out numbered I’ m afraid. We haveto do
this."
She banged her hand on the table and shefinally raised her voice. "No! | ana
Genera too. Wedl haveto agree.”
Rince groaned. "We're wasting time."

Kaylyalooked him straight in the eye. "Rince, don’t befoolish. Thiscannot
happen.”

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

153

Rince Vunian’sanger came out all at once. "Y ou stupid bitch!! Areyou blind to
what isgoing onaroundyou? With or without your permission |’ mstriking at that ship. Aloneif
| haveto. Deferamust die."

Agen put ahand on Rince’ sshoulder. "Relax, my friend. We are going through with
this.

Rincewasstill angry but nodded and began thetrek to the Jedi Starfighters.

Once heleft Agen turned to the others. " There is something bothering Rince. Anakin
could you keep an eye on him whileyou are up there? Make sure that he doesn’t act foolishly. |
have afeeling he meansto have revenge on Defera.”

Anakinnodded. "I’'ll makesureheisall right." With that he hurried off after Rince.

Goror cleared histhroat. "How do you want to go about the attack on the ground?’
Obi-Wanreplied, "A charge. A dead charge and we can wipeout all of the Droids
near us. Eventually they will realizethat they need toretreat.”

"Hopefully they will retreat though," Agen said. "They can be stubborn at times."

Obi-Wan grinned humorlessly. "L et ushopethat the Forceiswith usonthisday,

then."

Dubrillion- One of the Main Separatist Planets

The screams could probably be heard for amile.

"Y our information has been most useful Anaror," spoke Count Dooku. " Varonet will
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soonfall thankstoyou." He brought hislightsaber down onto another oneof her fingers. She
screamed again.
Dooku leaned forward and looked right into her eyes. "Whereinthe Jedi Templeis

RinceVunian' squarters?'

Varonet

The Jedi Fighterslifted up and off theground. They aimed toward the sky and shot

off. Thefightersformed atriangleformation with Rince Vunian at the point and Anakin to his
|eft.
"Anakin, | want you to take half of the squad and destroy the shield generator. I’'m

going to take on the gun turrets near the docking bays so we can land.”

The ground battle was going well for the Republic. The Clone Troopershad been

ableto spread out and form ahalf circlearound the Separatists. The Dark Jedi wereeither dead
or wounded. The Super Battle Droidswereamost all destroyed. Only thetanks, Hailfireand
Destroyer droidsremained. Althoughthey werelosing, the Separatistscontinued tofiredown
on the Clonesand AT-TEs. Unfortunately for themthey did not foresee Jedi joining the battle.

The Jedi came out on low flying speeder bikes, their lightsabers activated. Goror was
at the head of the pack. He headed straight for atank and sliced off itsmain gunwith aswift

move. Smiling hejumped off hisbikeand et it crashintothetank. Heran acrossthebattl efield
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and joined agroup of Cloneswho were pinned down by Destroyer Droids.

Meanwhile Obi-Wan was|eading the Assault against themissilefiring Hailfire Droids. " Createa
circlearoundthemandthenwill cut thecircleinhalf. They won’t beableto stick together that
way," he shouted into his communication pad. A call of "Roger" returned. Obi-Wan frowned as
something caught hiseye. A Hailfire Droid washidden under atreeand wastaking shotsat the
Gunships. Obi-Wan turned hisspeeder bikeright for it and et go of f the controls. Standing he
pointed hislightsaber straight at themissilefiring system. Hehit it head on and jumped off his
bike at the sametime. The missiles exploded taking thewhole Droid withit. Obi-Wan allowed
himself asmile ashe safely landed back on hisbike.

Asthe Clone Troopersformed acirclethe Droids soon wereforced to group together
which madethem easy targetsfor the Gunships. After afew minutesthebattleended witha
charge from the Clone Troopers.

The Jedi gathered together.
“Itisniceto haveavictory," stated Obi-Wan happily.
"I agree," huffed Goror. "But itisnot over yet. If the Control Shipisnot destroyed more

troops may still land.”

"Rincethe shield generators are down. Y ou can land on the ship," Anakin hollered

through hiscommunications systeminside hisship.
Rinceturned hisleft to the port and landed gracefully in the Docking Bay. Only afew

Battle Droidswere on guard and they were dealt with within moments. In aflash
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Rincewason hisway to the Command Center, followed by ARC Clone Troopers.
Oncehereached the doorsto the Command Center heeasily sliced them open and stepped
onto the bridge. There was only one person in there: Defera.

Rince charged forward and swung hislightsaber at her head. Activating her own she
brought it up to block Rince’ s attack.

Without delay the Jedi Knight went for her left leg and was ableto nick it before she
batted it away. Hebegan to push her backwardswith attack after attack, hisanger fueling his
thrusts. Deferawasclearly surprised by theforce of hisattack yet sheknew that hewould aso
be most vulnerablein this state ashe was concentrating on offense, not defense. With no
warning shedivedto thefloor and shot for hisankle. The Jedi jumped up and over her.

She prepared to renew her attacks but before she could she hit the ground.

\When Deferaopened her eyes she saw the face of Obi-Wan Kenobi. Instinctively she

reached for her lightsaber but found that her handswerebound and her lightsaber wasnowhere
to be seen. Shetried to speak but nothing came out.
Smiling grimly Obi-Wan said, " One of the Clone Troopers shot you with astun blast as you
tried to attack Rince. Y ou aregoing to feel numb for quiteawhile."
"| still can’t believethey stunned her," said another voice. She glanced to wherethevoice
camefrom and saw Rince Vunian. "They should havekilled her while they had the chance.”
Obi-Wanlooked over at him. "Rince, al lifeissacred. Besideswouldn’t youthink she's

morevaluableaive?'
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Rince didn’'t speak.
Continuing Obi-Wan said, "I’ ll et her rest for tonight and when can question her in the

morning."

A feeling of dread woke Obi-Wan Kenobi up and he knew it had to do with Defera. He

alerted the other Jedi and told them to meet himin the prison area of the base.

When they arrived he noticed that Rince V unian was not with them.

Without aword Agen Kolor opened the door. On the other side was one of the most
gruesome sights Obi-Wan had ever seen. From the get go it was quite obvious Deferawas
dead. The cause of death was blood |ossasthefloor wasfilled withit. Her legs and arms had
slashesall over them. She had been tortured. But by whom?

Thenit hit him. Only one person had the meansand reasons: Rince VVunian.

"Hetortured her," hemumbled. "He got hisrevenge."

The other Jedi said nothing in return.

"He probably tortured her and, if I’ m not mistaken, shetold himwhere Count Dooku was.
He' sgoingto get hisrevengeon him. Revengeisthemost dangerousfeelingfor aJedi. Thereis
no doubt in my mind that Rince Vunian hasgoneto the Dark Side. Evenif heisstill fighting for
us, Rince Vunian hasturned hisback on the Jedi way." Obi-Wan turned to face the other Jedi.

"Thisjust keeps getting better and better, doesn’t it?"

Star Wars
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Victory Quest VII:

Enemies

Previoudly...

Rince smiled. " Perhapswe should attack." Every head turned towardshimasif he’' djust
suggested that they go shoot themselves.
"Areyou insane?' hissed Goror.

"Y es, but that’ s not the point. The Separatistswill not be expecting an attack on their
Control Ship. | say welaunchagroup of Jedi Starfightersand damagetheir ship. Withtheir ship
damaged we can board it and take control. We could end the battlein afew hourswith alot
less bloodshed."

Obi-Wan stroked hischin. "This could work. But we need them to betotally

occupied. | say me, Kaylyaand Goror strikeat the Dark Jedi. Meanwhileyou and Anakincan
takedowntheDroid Control Shipwith several other squadrons. Agen canstay hereand

continueissuing commands.”
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"Rincetheshield generatorsaredown. Y ou canland ontheship," Anakin hollered through his

communicationssysteminside hisship.
Rince turned hisleft to the port and landed gracefully inthe Docking Bay. Only afew

Battle Droids were on guard and they were dealt with within moments. In aflash
Rincewason hisway to the Command Center, followed by ARC Clone Troopers.
Oncehereached the doorsto the Command Center heeasily sliced them open and stepped
onto thebridge. Therewasonly one personinthere: Defera.

Rince charged forward and swung hislightsaber at her head. Activating her own she
brought it up to block Rince' s attack.
Without delay the Jedi Knight went for her left leg and wasableto nick it before shebatted it
away. Hebegan to push her backwardswith attack after attack, hisanger fueling histhrusts.
Deferawas clearly surprised by the force of hisattack yet she knew that he would al so be most
vulnerableinthisstateashewasconcentrating on offense, not defense. With nowarning she
dived to thefloor and shot for hisankle. The Jedi jumped up and over her.

She prepared to renew her attacks but before she could she hit theground.

To Rince Vunian,
I havelost ten thousand troops since the beginning of thiswar . | confronted

Pal patine about thisbut he brushed it away. After our disagreement | confro  nted him
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againandtold himthat | would denouncethisdamnedwar. Hereplied“ That wouldn’t be
advisable.” Naturally| told himwherehecould go. That night a good friend of minewas
killed. I never thought that it washomicideuntil afew dayslater. A warning perhaps. |
did someresearch. Got somenames. TheElite. Theyareanorganization. Fanatical |

daresay. If you havefound thisthan somedisaster hasprobably befallen me.

Without aword Agen Kolor opened the door. On the other side was one of the most gruesome
sights Obi-Wan had ever seen. Fromtheget go it wasquiteobvious Deferawasdead. The
cause of deathwasblood lossasthefloor wasfilled withit. Her legsand armshad slashesall
over them. She had been tortured. But by whom?

Thenit hit him. Only one person had the means and reasons: Rince Vunian.

"Hetortured her," he mumbled. "He got hisrevenge.”

The other Jedi said nothing in return.

"He probably tortured her and, if I’ m not mistaken, shetold him where Count Dooku was.
He' sgoing to get hisrevenge on him. Revengeisthemost dangerousfeeling for aJedi. Thereis
no doubt in my mind that RinceVunian hasgonetotheDark Side. Evenif heisstill fighting for
us, Rince Vunian hasturned hisback on the Jedi way." Obi-Wan turned to face the other Jedi.

"Thisjust keeps getting better and better, doesn'tit?"
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Part One: The Fall’ s Going to Kill Him

Varonet

‘ Areyou saying RinceVuniankilled her?” Anakin asked asif it was

impossible.
“Yes, | am.” Obi-Wan kneeled onto the ground and studied Defera sbody.
“I find it unbelievablea so my young, Padawan but it did indeed happen.”
Goror stepped forward. “Rince did seem like an angry one.”
Kaylanodded. “1 can vouch for that.”
Agen Kolor said nothing. Silence soon brought about an uncertain feeling.

Hopeless, even.
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Breaking the tension Obi-Wan said, “I think we should tell the Jedi Temple.

Coruscant- The Chancellor’ s Office

The Following Day

Supreme Chancellor Pal patinelooked at thefacesof Padme Amidala, Bail

Organaand Orn Free Taa. All esteemed Senatorsof the Republic.

“I"'msure,” began the Chancellor, “that you' ve all heard of Rince Vunian's
actsonVaronet. The Jedi haveinformed methat heisgoing toface Dooku. They also said that
inthe state heisin he could be seduced into joining them.”

Padme sighed and put afinger to heretemple. “1 thought he was one of the
more commendable Jedi Knights.”

Bail replied, “ That means nothing. The Force can be dangerous and
powerful. One can’t know what it could do if it isused in thewrong way. Poor Rince seemsto
havefallenintothetrap of usingthe Forceinaselfishway. The Jedi call ittheDark Side.”

Padme could have sworn that there was afaint smile on the Chancellor's
lipsbutit quickly went away. The Chancellor said, “ Tomorrow aset of new lawsaregoingin

affect. Thisset of lawswill ban several speciesfrom certain activitiesastheir specieshasbeen
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known to collaborate with the Separatists. These speciesare: Quarrens, Neimoidians,
Genosians, Aqualish and several other species.”

Orn Free Taa spoke up and said, “Y ou know that you will be called racist
and the Separatistswill usethisas propaganda.”

The Chancellor nodded. “Indeed | do. But it isfor the security of this
planet. | can see no other way.”

Orn nodded. “I also must congratulate you on the victory on Varonet. This
will no doubt raise the public’'s moral. And that can’t possible be abad thing.”

“No, not usually.”
Padme asked, “What of our next move? With thisvictory perhapsthe
Separatists might be morewilling to have apeacetreaty.”

“Senator Amidala,” began the Chancellor coolly. “1 would loveto have
peacebut don’t benaive. The Separatistshave nointention of giving up anytimesoon. Whichis
precisely why | have asked Master Windutojoin us.”

In the corner of the room stood Jedi Master Mace Windu. Every head
except for Pal patine’ sturned toward him. None of them had noticed him.

Pal patine continued, “We intend to wipe out the Separatists, or at |east
hurt them, by killing Count Dooku. The Jedi aregoing to Morishimtolead amassiveassault on
therather large Separatist basetheir.”

Cutting him off Padme said, “But they’ d never win!”
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“They don’t haveto. Once our attack commences alarge army from the
Separatist headquarterswill cometo helpthem.”

Padme sighed. “ That may |eave the Separatist base open to attack but
we don’'t even know whereitis.”

“One person does.” Mace Windu spoke for thefirst time. “Rince
Vunian.”

Padme shook her head. “We don’t even know where heis.” Then she
realized what they were planning.

Pal patine smiled as he saw that she understood. “With the majority of
the SeparatistsgoneRinceV unian caneasily getinto thebase. Then hecan slay Count Dooku.”

Padme let out abreath. “But when thiswar started Obi-Wan and

Anakinfaceoff against the Count and both of them weredefeated. Only becauseMaster Y oda
wasthere were they saved.”

“Y ou have to remember. Anakin and Obi-Wan had been prisoners of f
the Count and then fought in one of themost violent battlesinthiswar. It wasamazing they
could even speak to the Count | et aloneface him. Besides, thisistheonly chancewegot at
ending thiswar quickly.”

“You'reusing him asapawn,” Padmewhispered. “How can you do
that?’
Master Windu shook hishead. “1 don’t like it anymore than any of you

do.”
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“1 think it isnecessary.” All eyesturned to Palpatine. “Thisiscould be
agreat victory.”

The doors to the Chancellor’ s office opened and a Clone Trooper
camerunningininterrupting the Chancellor.

“Chancellor, wehaveasituation. A group of Super Battle Droidshave
just entered the building. We must get you to safety!”
Padme jerked her head up. “Where are these Droids?’
The Clone pointed out the door. “Near section 25.”
Padme hurried out the door. “My aides are down there. | need to
make sure they are safe.”

Bail objected, “They’ll befine. Y ou have to come with us.”

It wastoo late though. Padme hurried down flights of stairs not wasting
anytimetotakethelift. She opened thedoor and entered into abattle. Clone Trooperswere
fending off agroup of Battle Droids and civilians crouched down in the corner. Her aideswere
among them.

“Dorme! Comeover herel have asafe exit.” Padme gestured to the
door. Sheglanced back at the Droidsand saw therewasno way Dorme could get through.
Thentwo Droidsfell totheground asagreenlightsaber activated. A Jedi Knight! Shethought
happily. Unfortunately the K night wasoutnumbered and recei ved ashot tothechest. Hegasped
andfell tothefloor. Meanwhilethe Droidswere advancing on the Clones. Behind the Clones

camethe Senateguardswhojoinedthefight against theBattle Droids. Padmerealized that they
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wouldwinbut the Super Battle Droidsmight reachtheciviliansand Dormefirst. Taking action
she crawled over to thefallen Jedi who wasstill breathing. She grabbed the Jedi’ slightsaber
and activatedit. Sheswungthegreen bladeinto thesurprised Battle Droids. With her helpthe
Droidswere soon mopped up. She hugged Dormeand brought her over tothestaircase. “Y ou,
OK?" she asked.

Dorme nodded and replied, “ They were after you. They came right
for us. They thought you werewith us.”

“Me?’ Then sherealized what was going on. Nute Gunray, the
leader of the Trade Federation had onceblockaded her planet in protest to thenew taxeson
the Trade Routes. Along with Jedi Knights Obi-Wan Kenobi, Qui-Gon Jinn and Anakin
Skywalker they wereabletodestroy theblockade. That wasabout elevenyearsago. Now
Nute Gunray and therest of the Trade Federation were part of the Separatistsand he had no
doubt convinced Count Dooku that shemust die. Probably to shut Gunray up Dooku smuggled
agroup of Battle Droidsto Coruscant. Their wasno way the Battle Droidscould get even close
tothe Chancellor but therewasachancethey could get to her. She' d haveto bemorecareful
from now on.

Jedi Knight Anakin Skywalker, her husband, was at her sidea
moment later. “Padme areyou al right?’
She nodded. She could tell Anakin wanted to kiss her right there but

heknew hecouldn’t astheir marriagewasasecret. Jedi didn’t often marry but it wasforbidden

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

167

for an apprentice to do so asit distracted them from their studies. Naturally thisdid not stop
Anakin.
Padme stood. “Let’ s get out of here.”
Anakin nodded in agreement. The two left together.
Mace Windu entered the room and saw the fallen Jedi Knight. He

sighed and thought to himself, another one.

Dubrillion- One of The Confederacy’sMain Planets

Droid 458 was programmed to do one specific job and he like to

think hediditwell. Hisjob wasto goto several different planetsand deliver food and other
suppliestothe Separatist basestheir. Dubrillionwas458’ sfavoritestop asCount Dookuwas
often stationed their. 458 had always hoped to meet the Count one day. Hopefully that day
would be today he thought.

458 | eft the cockpit of his ship and entered into the back room. He
looked over all of theboxesand everything lookedin order. Any minute now the docking
authoritiesof Dubrillionwouldarriveand helphimunload everything. 458 rather liked the
dockingauthorities. They werevery nice peopleandtreated himasif hewasahuman being and
458 liked that. Secretly 458 hoped to |ead asquadron of Battle Droidsinto battle. After all he
had had fighting experience. Once hedefended hisshipfromagroup of pirates. That was

something he often boasted about to...well basically everyone.
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A noise from one of the containers brought 458 to attention. He
walked over toitandliftedthelid. Helooked inside and agreen bladeignited and stabbed him
throughthehead. 458 crumpledtotheground. A shadow lifteditself fromthebox and walked
over to the doorway. Silently Rince Vunian |eft the ship and began histrek to face Count

Dooku.

Ontheother side of the planet Count Dooku was addressing the

Separatist Council. He stood beforethemassive circular table. At the table were seated a
representative from all of the Separatists.
“Some of you,” began Count Dooku, “have already me the person |
am about to introduce but most of you haven't.”
A clanking sound came from far down the hallway. Footsteps.
“May | introduce...”
The footsteps got louder and many of the representatives got achill.
Something evil was coming down the hall.
“...Generd...
The footsteps were so near now that several representatives glance
hurriedly around at each other. Nute Gunray |ooked particularly nervous even though he had

already met Generadl ...

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

169

“...Grevious.”

Through the doorway stood a creature that looked like it had just
stepped out of Lucifer’ sdungeons. Itsbody was hidden inside of agray cloak. Only itsrobot
likehead could beclearly seen. Twodlitsintherobot head revealed two yellow eyesfilled with
hatred. Thebeing, if onecould cal it that, stood still and watched therepresentatives. No one
doubted that thisbeing was pureevil. Genera Greviouswasathing straight out of Hell.

Count Dooku continued, “The General has been assisting melately
in planning our latest conquests.”

Therepresentatives werein a state of shook.

“The General will be leading the defense of the planet Morishim.
TheRepublicislaunching amassiveassault there. Weintendtorepel it. The General isquite
capableof doing this. But for now there are other mattersthat need our attention.”

His appearance no longer needed General Grevious |eft the room.

Part Two: The Elite

Dubrillion- The Following Day
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Thecloaked figure approached Count Dooku swiftly. Thetwo

were onabal cony looking out at themountains. Far off astorm was approaching and already
the sky was dark.
“Lord Sidious,” spoke Count Dooku to the cloaked man, “itis
good to seeyou. What isit that you need?’
“Do not hurry me Lord Tyrannous.”

Dooku sighed. “I suggest you not call me by my Sith namewhile

we are hear.”
“Suggest all you want, Dooku but remember that | make the
decisions.”
“1 wouldn’t dare forget it, Darth Sidious.”
Sidiouswassilent before saying, “What of our devices? Arethey
al inplace?

Dooku looked outward toward the mountains. “Y es. We placed
thefirst oneonYlesiajust asyou ordered.”
“Yes. Send down the machines.” Ezzan clicked off the comlink
and approached OHH -8, the commanding droid. OHH -8 was skinny looking and had a
snouted faceplate. Only the gold markings on himdistinguished himfromthe other
Battle Droids. “ Thediggersareunder your command OHH  -8. Be careful.”
“Yes, sir,” his mechanical voice responded.

Ezzan just nodded in response and hurried back to histransport.
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“We placed the next one on Bimmiel.”

“D on'tsendthefleet. Order themtoretreat,” spoke Palpatine.

General Tiiver, amale human nearing middle age, gaped. “ What?! We have been
putting this f leet together just for Bimmiel. Onceit arrivesthe oddswon'’t be so favorable
for the Separatists.”

Pal patine leaned back. “ No doubt. But the Separatists are expecting our fleet to
arrive. Let’ sput themoff their footing. Alert General Fisto  to retreat when he feelsthe
needto. The Separatistswill nolonger be confident that they can predict our movements.
Thisis, in many ways, avictory for us, General.”

“Once the Republic fled we were able to place the second
devicethere. Thethird wasdlightly tougher.”

A huge for ce pushed Rittark to the ground. When he opened
hiseyesa Jedi Knight was standing over him. TheKnight wasin hislatethirtiesandh  ad
aredbeard. Rittark recognized himimmediately. “ Obi  -Wan Kenobi,” he hissed. Looking
around Rittark saw destroyed Droids everywhere. He had definitely under estimated the
Jedi. Tohisright Duffer wasbeing handcuffed. “ | don’t knowanything,” saidRitt  ark.

“ Master, do we have to waste our time here. We took the bridge. Can
weleavenow?” moaned, what Rittark guessed, wasKenobi’ sapprentice.

Kenobi turned to face hisapprentice. “ Anakinweh  ave a Confederacy
shipinour hands. |maginewhat we could dowiththis. Besidesthe Chancellor ordered us

specificallyfor thismission.”
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“Surprisingly the Jedi were able to take Zeneb. We were forced to
flee dong with thedevice. But do not worry. It hasbeen planted whereit needsto be.” Dooku
turned back tolook at Sidious. “Well thisreally proveatest for Master Vunian?’

Sidiousturned. “Yes. It most certainly will.
Just one more thing Dooku. Does anyone el se know of this?’

Dooku sighed. “One person knew but sheis now dead.”
Count Dooku looked at the holographic map of Thyferra. “ Thisiswhere ~ wewill haveto

strike next,” he said to Defera who stood next to him. * Yet its' defenses are too strong.
We need somewhere elseto placethethird Atupk.”

Deferalooked at the holographic display and began looking at other planetsin the
system. “ Atupk? Isthat its' proper name?”

“Yes. Did you read thefileon it?”

“Indeed | did,” shereplied.

“Thereis one other person | worry about. One other who may know

of our device.”

(Obi-Wan Kenobi w asopening thedoor to the Senator’ sshuttlewhen he noticed the

machinery.
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At first hethought it was connected to thewall but herealized it wasn’t after a
few seconds. Themachineslooked asif they would beused for digging. I’ || haveto
remember to mention thisto the Council. With that he took off.
“Master Kenobi now knows that we were digging for something. He

isthe only one | worry about.”

Rince Vunian took the super battle Droid by surprise and sliced its head

off withaswift move. Smiling he began moving down the corridor.

Darth Sidious sensed atremor inthe Force. “Master Vunianisnear. |

never thought hewould reach usthisfast.”
Dooku looked slightly worried. “Do you think he will be able to track
usto our temple. If hecan’t then al will belost.”
“Oh hewill be ableto. Heisrather resourceful. Need | remind you of

the events on Ord Mantel?”’

Both Rinceand Zair called upontheForceandtheir lightsaberscametothemand they
activated the blades. With no wor dsthey went into a defensive stanceready to take on

Defera. Wordswere now useless. Nowo rdsthetwo Jedi said could stop Defera.
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The three meet and both Jedi blocked her
swing. Asthebladeshit acracklefilled theair. Rincejumped up and behind Defera but
she swung one par t of her blade behind her back to block hisswings. Therewasno doubt
that Deferawastheoneon the offensive. Rincetried to changethis. Hehit theground
rolling and swung at Defera’ slegsasZair swung at her head. Defera easily placed her
bladein a position to block both strikes.

Soon thethreewerenearing the edge of the platformand Deferawas till onthe
offensive. Rinceswung at her head fromaboveyet sheeasily blocked theattack. Thenit
begantorain. Therain caused thelightsaberstocr ackle even more yet the Jedi and
Deferadid not seemto notice. Thefighting did not sSlowintheleast bit. Both Zair and
Rincehadtheir backstotherailingsasDeferakept pushingthemforward. Her attacks
were swift and powerful. The Jedi blocked all 0  f her attacks yet were not able to slash at
her.

Withajump and akick shesent Zair flyingintotherail. Yet Zair hopped back up and
regained hisposition. Heslashed at her legsand caught her off balance. The Dark Jedi
had to jump back and she suddenl y found herself on the defensive. Then therain came
down harder. Soonvisibility wasterriblebut yet again the Jedi and the Dark Jedi were
not affected. Thebattlestill raged on. A constant bl ockingand parrying asthey crossed
to the other side of the platform. Rinceand Zair continued to push Deferafarther back.

Rince dlid onto theground and chopped at her legs. She blocked the attack, but only
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barely. Aworried expression crossed her face, for only amoment. Shewasbeginningto
lose. Shehadtodo something.
But Rince did something first. He launched

himself at her and kicked her to the ground.

“l can assure you that you don’t haveto Master Sidious. | believethat it istimefor us

to depart, though.”

Coruscant- The War Room

“ Genera Tiiver. Welcome,” SupremeChancellor Pal patinesaid astheaging General

steppedintotheroom. Theentire Defense Council wasseated at alongtable. Several Jedi
Knightsincluding: Master Windu, Obi-Wan Kenobi and Y odawerethere, also. At the end of
thetablesat the Chancellor. L et usget to business. General Tiiver, | wouldliketo hear your
viewson the attack on Morishim.”
“I'm afraid | haven't been briefed on that yet.”

“Oh,” replied Palpatine. “Well I’m sureyou’ ve heard of thetragic betrayal of Rince
Vunian.” Palpatinecontinued giving Tiiver notimetoanswer. “ RinceV unian hasbecomequite
powerful. Almost aspowerful asMaster Kenobi or Anakin Skywalker | dare say. But time will

tell. Togettothepoint Vunianwantstokill Dooku. Hisreasonsareunimportant. The Jedi are
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goingtolead an assault on Morishimto distract the Separatist army. Dookuwill beforcedto
take a good section of the Separatist army and put it on Morishim. Thiswill makeit easy for
Vunianto getinto the base of Dooku. Onceheisinl’ msurehewill do atremendousamount of
damage. Eventually hewill take on Dooku. If all goeswell Dooku will die. Even of he doesn’t
Vunian will have taken down half the base by then.”
Tiiver thought all of thisover and then replied, “Y ou are betting on one man taking
onanentirebase. Thisisquiteridiculous. Theremust be someother reasonyou aredoing this!”
Palpatine just leaned back in hischair. After awhile Mace Windu broke the silence.
“If Rincedoesdestroy part of the Separatist baseit will beamajor victory for us. Andthereisa
chance that we might even win at Morishim.”
“A dim chance,” shot back Tiiver. “Why don’t wejust fly our fleet intoasun
instead? We' Il get the sameresults! Whose plan wasthisanyway.”
“Mine,” spokethe Chancellor. “Itisfruitlessto argue. All that | want, Generd is
your advice on how to take the base.”
“Don’t attack. Thereismy advice.”
“Generdl...”
Tiiver finally gavein. “Fine. Let mereview the battle maps.” An aide handed hima
datapad and the maps came up. After afew minutesthe General spoke up. “ The planet hastwo
moons. Both have baseson them. If weknock out one basewe canland on Morishimabit

easier. Therest of our fleet can make surethe other base doesn’ t do anything...foolish.”
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Palpatine smiled dlightly. “ Thank you for your insight, General . Our fleet will be

leaving tomorrow.”

(Ohi-Wan K enobi breathed in deeply. He had known for sometime that hewould be

leading the assault on Morishim. Y et never before had thistask looked so difficult.

Hewasin the Command Ship and on the bridge along with his apprentice Anakin
Skywalker. Kenobi turnedto Anakinand said, “ Y ou better get downtoyour ships. I’ll
download theinformation on your attack vector once Tiiver givesit to me. We'll be pulling out
of hyperspacein lessthan an hour. Be careful and may the Force bewithyou.”

“And with you, master.

Coruscant- Palpatine’ s office

Senator Padme Amidalasat in the Supreme Chancellor’ s office surrounded by a

group of other Senators.

For thefirst timethe Chancellor spoke. “ Senator Amidala, | have been thinking of
your safety asof late. Withtherecent attempt onyour lifel’ vedecided that you may need extra
protection.”

“1 can assure you that that is not needed, Chancellor.”
“l insist.”
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Into theroom walked two Royal guards. They worelong cloaksthat went down to
their feet. The cloaks were blood red aswere the face platesthat they woreto protect their
facesand perhapstheir identity.

“Thesearemy Royal Guards. Sometimesknown asthe Elite,” said the Chancellor
asheleaned back in hischair. “1 have assigned two of them to protect you for alittle while at
theleast.”

Padme stood as the guards made her dlightly nervous. “1 can assureyou that thisis
not needed.” Before Pal patinereplied oneof hisaideswhispered somethinginhisright ear.

The Chancellor stood up. “Our fleet hasjust pulled out of hyperspace and isabout

to begin the attack on Morishim.”

Part Three: The First Charge

Morishim- Separatist Territory

“ All starfighterslaunch!” hollered General Kenobi. Hundred of Starfighterswere

bulletsasthey flew out of the hanger baysof the Republic capital shipsto meet withtheDroid

Starfighters. They glided through space with easeand precision.

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

179

Farther off was thefirst moon that held aConfederacy base. Thiswasthe Republic
Starfighter’ starget.

The Republic Starfightersall flew intriangle formation. Thereweretwelvetriangle
formationsinall and twenty shipsper formation. Anakin Skywalker was at the point of one
triangle. Theyoung manwascalmandrelaxed. I nfact hewasenjoying himself. Heloved being
inthecockpit of afighter and now hewasleading awhol e squadron of them. Hewasin agreat
mood. The cockpit wassmall yet Anakin didn’t feel cramped. He glanced down at hisradar
and saw asguadron of Droidfightersheading for acapital ship. General Tiiver’ scapital ship.

General Kenobi’ svoice crackled in through Anakin’s communication panel.
“Take down those shipsthat are harassing Tiiver’ sship. Oncethose are down he' |l beableto
move forward and assault the base.”

“1 copy,” replied Anakin. He readjusted his communication unit and set it so that
he could speak to hiswhole squadron, “Two Suns’, at once. “ All right guyslisten up. | want
Two SunsOnethrough sevento attack that enemy squadron near Tiiver’ sship. Assoonasyou
fireat them pull off and makeit look asif you' reretreating. We'll becomingin behindthemin
the mean time.”

Two Suns One through Seven obeyed.
Anakin twisted his ship one-hundred degreesand flew towards Tiiver’ sship.
Therest of hissguad followed him. Asthey cameover the bow of the ship they turned hardto

the port and began firing at the Droid fighters.
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Anakin gripped his control stick and placed hisfinger on the firing button but
didn’t pushit down. Hegot alock on one of the shipsand dived down and shot at the top of
the ship. Theship wastoo fast and turned starboard asthelaser boltsflew harmlessly past.

Not giving up Anakin followed it and just barely missed colliding with another
enemy ship as hedid so. The young man was not fazed. Histarget wasadmost in hissights. He
moveddlightly starboard andlet|oseseveral laser bolts. Theboltsshred thefighter to pieces.

Another enemy fighter took advantage of Anakin being distracted. It wasa
fatal mistake.

Once Anakin realized that their was another ship behind him he completely

stopped hisship and flew down and then cameback up. Thefighter wasin hissightsfor a
moment but not long enough for himto get aclear shot at it. Thefighter turned back towards
Tiiver’ scapital shipandfired severa missilesat it. Themassiveship did not seemto beaffected
by this. Y et Anakinknew it eventually would onceitsshieldsfailed dueto too many enemy
shipsfiring too many missiles.

Anakingaveextrapower to hisenginesand shot forward firing hislasers. The
enemy ship managed to dodgetheshotsasit flew back and forth. SinceaDroidwasflyingthe
ship Anakin knew there had to be apattern and he soon saw it. Anticipating the ships move
towardstheright Anakinletloosesevera blastsof laser fire. Theblastshit theenemy’ sengine
and it blew apart. The Jedi apprentice smiled.

“We'vecleared Tiiver’ sship,” Anakin said to hissquad. “Farther out isasmall

warship. Itsliterally abox withlaser cannonsand ashield generator. Let’ sgofor theshields.”
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The shield generator was alarge sphere on top of the deadly warship. It was
easy to target but the shipsmany laser cannons madeit hard for small shipsto get at. Yet
Anakinknew hecoulddoit. “Oncel knock out theshieldsyou guyslet looseyour missiles.
Thenwe' Il head back homeand get our missiletubesreloaded.”

Anakin flew forward swerving and jerking so the enemieslaserscouldn’t get a
lock on him. Hewashit afew timesbut it was nothing serious. The sphere cameinto view and
Anakinshot off amissile. Thesphereexpl oded and the shipsshiel dswent down. Anakin broke
off and headed back to the squadron. Behind him thewarship crumbled apart asmissileshit it.
“Let’ sget somemoremissilesand head back out,” Anakin ordered. Theweary pilotshappily
complied.

When they were only afew kilometers away from their capital ship they were
ambushed by another warship. It fired down onthesmall fightersand managedtotakedown
oneof Anakin’ ssquad mates. Anakinordered, “ Divergeand head back tothecapital ship.”
Anakin’sorders proved to be smart ones as Obi-Wan’ s capital ship annihilated the warship
withlargeblastsfromthe shipsturbolasers. Anakin grinned triumphantly.

Helanded his ship like apro and watched as the mechanics quickly looked
over hisship and refilled hismissile tubes. A moment later Anakin took off again along with the
rest of hissquadron. “ Okay, we' regonnastrike at one of the Trade Federation Droid Control
Ships.”

Thefighters quickly turned toward on of the Droid Control Shipsthat was

about threethousand metersin diameter and was shaped likeadonut withabreak inthecircle
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at thefront whichwaswherethe Droid Fighterstook off. In the middlewasahuge spherethat
held the bridge. Behind the bridge section wasthe shield generator. That would be the first
target. Unfortunately theshield generator wassurrounded with turbol asersandion cannonsas
was most of the ship.

“Get into formation. When we' re within the enemiestargeting range
everyone scatter and take shotsat their sensors. Whileyou’ redoing that meand Two Sunsfive
througheight will try tohittheshield generator. Break off...now!” Thefightersveered away
fromeach other and unl oaded their missilesinto the enemies sensor relays. One of them blew
apart and Anakin smiled. They just might makeit out alive.

He flew back and forth to avoid enemy fire. The shield generator was just
ahead. Red | aser fire hit hiswing and his ship banked to the port side. “ Ah! Seven cover my
run. 1’1l loop around once | get back on course.”

“Complying.” Seven unloaded amissileinto the shield generator. The
generator waspowerful and easily withstood theattack. Five, Six and Eight flew inbehind
Seven and continued to lash out at the generator.

Anakin got back on course and let off amissile. A direct hit. The generator
explodedinasecond. “ All right, the shieldsare down. Did welose anyone?’

“Yes,” Tworeplied, “ Six, Four, Nine, Fifteen and Nineteen. Sixteenis
extravehicular. | doubt he' Il makeit. Thebridgeisstill toowell defended. Wewon't beableto

destroy it.”
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Anakin was stubborn. “We can do it. Trust me.” His sensors started to
beep. “Wait 1’ m picking something up: Droid Fighters. Break off and engageexcept for Two,
Fiveand Fourteen. We'll hitthebridge.” Anakinknew that they wouldn’t be ableto destroy the
bridge but perhaps they could damageit.

As soon as the enemy commander noticed that ships were heading toward
the bridge he ordered the Droid Fightersto attack the rogue ships.

Anakin saw them but it was too late: Two was shredded.

“Break off,” Anakin ordered. As heturned to break off he saw the bridge
erupt in flames. “What the...?’

“Evening, Anakin,” said avery familiar voice.

“Goror?| didn’t know you were here!” Anakin wasdelighted to hear the
Jedi’ svoice. Heglanced back and saw Goror’ ssquadron comingin. Or at | east what remained
of it. Theattack onthe bridge may have been successful but it had cost them many lives and
ships. Y et Anakinwashappy. They had abreak intheaction. Helooked outwardstowardsthe
other fightsbeing raged. It wasone of thebigger battles Anakin had seen. Capital Shipversus
Capital Ship. StarfightersversusCapital Ships. Starfightersversus. It didn’t seem like it would

end.

Obi-Wan's Command Ship

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com
184
Ohi-Wanlooked at the current reports and breathed asigh of relief. They

had an opening inthe battlefield. They had aplace wherethey could land. Obi-Wan turned to a
CloneCommander. “ Tell thetroopshipstoland. Alsotell themthat I’ m coming downwith

them. Intheend we'll ALL beon the battlefield.”

Victory Quest VIII:

Heroes

© 2004 Supreme Chancellor Sidious

Thisis an unlicensed fan fiction. We make no claim whatsoever to any of the characters and related Star
Wars content which are the property of George Lucas and his companies.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

185

Part One: The Insane Assault

Morishim

The Gunshipsscreeched asthey flew through theair raining terror onthe Super battle

Droidsbel ow. The Gunshipsdescended out of the sky and landed onthegroundto | et off
troops. The Clone Troopersbanded together and ran towards the battle.

Chaoswasthe only way to describe the battle that wastaking place. Therewereno
basesin site. Just two massivearmiesontherocky plains. Each army cameat the other fulll
force and when they met no one could see anything but dust and laser fire. But one could easily
hear what wasgoing on. Explosionswere everywhere al ong with screamsof painasClonesfell
down, dying.

At therear of the Republic battle l[ines was General Obi-Wan Kenobi. He stood
with his Padawan, Anakin, who hadjust landed. Next to Anakinwas General Tiiver andthey
werediscussing the situation in the makeshift barrack.

“We'regettin’ daughtered,” growled Tiiver. “Wecan't hold out against forces of this
size. Most of our capital shipsareinruinsand Separatist reinforcementshaven’ t stopped
arriving. Dooku surehasitinfor us. Ontop‘ othat the Separatist general isinsanely smart. I’ ve
never seen Battle Droidsmovelikethat. He' susing tacticsthat wewould never dare try. And

their working.”
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“1 know,” replied Kenobi. “We' |l haveto pull back and regroup. Get some of the
Jedi onto thefront lines. We'll push forward againin an hour.”
The Clone Troopers slowly moved back, still firing, and began to group back
together. The Battle Droids backed off for reasonsunknown.
At the barracks Anakin looked surprised. “Master, the Droids are moving back.”

Kenobi nodded. “A smart tactic. The Separatists want to regroup while we do the
same, so when we' reready they’ rejust asready.”

The young Jedi sighed, “Master Obi-Wan | don’'t seeaway out of this.”

“Nordol.”

At that very second an explosion ripped through the barrack. “ Droids are behind

us!” hollered Tiiver. “We' resurrounded.”
That was an understatement. The Republic forceswerelikeasmall dot compared
to the Droids.
“1 guess we can forget about regrouping,” Obi-Wan said dryly asheturned on his
lightsaber.

He turned to face where the barrack had fallen. Droids flooded in through the
gaping hole. Obi-Wan called upon the Force and mani pul ated the air to push back thefirst few
Battle Droids. Asthey fell heranforward and began hacking away at the enemy. Eventhough
he was outnumbered Obi-Wan did not flinch. His saber wasflying elegantly through theair as

hedestroyed Droid after Droid. They fired relentlessly at him yet the Jedi Knight either swerved
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easily out of theway or deflected the shotsback at him with hissaber. Kenobi seemed
unstoppable.
Obi-Wan lashed out at two droidswith hisleg and stabbed another throughiit’s
“eyes’. Without missing abeat he pulled the saber back towards him and throw it at the new
Droidsthat wereentering. Thesaber |obbed of f all of their heads. The Forcebrought the saber
back to Obi-Wan’' shand and he smiled. So many Droidsdown and he hadn’t even begunto
Ssweat.
Clone Trooper 546 ran up to the General. “We' ve been ableto securethe area
around the barracks but we still can’t escape.”
The General looked at the Clone evenly. “ Take asquad and blast asmall hole
through their lines. My forcesand I’ | be right behind you. Thismay be our last hope.”
“Yes, dir,” saluted 546. He ran out of the barrack and signaled for his squad.
“Let’'smove!”
The group moved as one and they all fired as one. Soon asmall holewasin the
Separatist forceand Kenobi wasright behind them giving themfire.
Thegroup fired and rolled and fired again as the forced their way through. Some

of themfell yet they continued. Unfortunately the hole began to shrink.

Belkadan
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RinceV unian hadleft Dantooine, one of themain Separatist bases, and followed

Count Dooku’ sshipto M orishimwhere he saw abattle happening. Hedidn’ t bother to stop.
His mind was set on doing one thing: killing Dooku.

From Morishim Dooku went to Belkadan. Rincefelt like he was being tested.
Perhaps he was.

Once on Belkadan Dooku’ s ship had entered asmall cave and landed there.
Rince landed farther away so he could scout the area before striking.

Ashewas about to leave his ship his holocommunicator beeped for thethirtieth
time. Hedidn’ t know why hehadn’ t thrownit away earlier. Something wastellinghimnoto.
After sighing he decided to activateit to see who wanted to speak with him so desperately. He
wasn't surprised when theimage of Y odaappeared.

“Master Vunian! Return to the Jedi Templeimmediately, you must. In danger
you are.”

Rince shook hishead. “Not until | finishwhat | set out todo. Then I’ return and
you can do what you want.”

Y odafrowned. “Know what your planis| do. Tokill Dookuitis. Sensed it
through the Forcel could. Onceyou’ vekilled Dooku in cold blood, go to the Dark Sideyou
will. Oncedown the Dark path forever will it dominateyour destiny.”

“To Hell with that and to Hell with you!” He smashed the holocommunicator into

thewall and departed the ship.
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Thelandscape wasrocky and astorm wasfar off yet Rince Vunian noticed
none of this.

“Master Rince Vunian. May | have aword with you?’

Rince whirled around, hislightsaber ignited and came face to face with atall
man who seemed vaguely familiar.

“I"m sureyou don’t recognize me,” said thefigure. “ But believe mewhen | say
that | am Anakin Skywalker.”

Rince snorted. “Isthis the best you can do, Dooku,” he shouted. “A rather
patheticattempt!” Heturned back tothefigure. “ Anakin Skywalker isabout twenty yearsold
and you'rein your forties!”

Thefigure shook hishead. “I am from the future.”

“Really? So tell me who winsthe next galactic championship as| got fifty

creditson...”
“Sarcasm doesn’t suit you, Rince. Perhaps Zair but not you. | am from the
future.”
“Timetravel isimpossible.”
“Nothing’ simposs...”
“Cut the crap. | have no timefor this.” He began to walk away when the
figure spoke again.

“Y ou’'re not from thistime either.”

“1 beg your pardon?’ Rince said asif heweretaking to athreeyear old.
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“Allow meto explain. It will seem complicated at first but bear with me.”
“This outta be good.”

Thefigureignored Vunian' sjestsan began histale. “I’'m, as| said before,
Anakin Skywalker. My comingtothe Jedi wasforetoldlong ago. They calledme” The Chosen
One’. The onewho would bring balance to the Force. | wasfound on a planet called Tattoine
by Jedi Master Qui-Gon Jinnwho told methat | could becomeawonderful Jedi Knight.” The
figurestopped for amoment and sighed. “ Unfortunate circumstancescaused meto haveto be
trained by Obi-Wan Kenaobi. But other people had different plans. Namely the Supreme
Chancellor. Heknew that | could becomethemost powerful Jedi and heslowly gained my trust
and begantotell mehalf truthsabout the corruptioninthe Jedi Order and how they weren't
dealing with the coming crisis of the Sith. Littledid | know that hewasa Sith Lord. Hewas
Darth Sidious.”

Rince’ s head popped up. “Y ou' retelling me that the leader of the Republic
isaSith Lord?’

“Yes. Asamatter of fact he was plying both sides. His apprentice, Darth

Tyranous, or asyou know him, Count Dooku, lead the Separatistsafter heconvincedthemto
part waysfrom the Republic. Theonly reason Pal patine wanted thiswas so he could havea
reason to create an army and so he could have areason to takefull control of the Republic. He
becameadictator. That iswherewearenow. He' susing thiswar asareason to createalarge
army that he, astheleader of the Republic, can havefull control over. A few yearsfrom now

the Republic nolonger existsand anew order isestablished: The Empire. The Sith Lordskilled
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all of the Jedi withmy help. | never realized it but Pal patinewas slowly turning meto the
Darkside and he used metokill al of the Jedi. | couldn’t turn back. | was completely under his
control.”

“Well, | have no ideawhere thisisgoing,” moaned Rince.

Anakin hushed Rince and continued. “ Some still believed in Palpatine
after he died and decades after hisruleagroup of hereticsthought they found away to bring
him back. I’m hoping they fail. Weather they fail isup toyou.”

“How s0?7’

“The heretics found a piece of ancient technology that could transport
thingsintothepast. Using DNA from the dead Pal patinethey created acloneinit’ szygotestate
of life. They managed to changethe phenotypeof theclonesoit wouldn’tlook thesameas
Palpatine. They then used the time deviceto send that Clone back intimeto aplanet called
Kaminowherethey left instructionsfor who found the Clone. Asyou should know Kaminoisa
cloning facility sothey had thetechnol ogy to carefor it. Theonebillion creditsthat they sent
back to the Kaminoans convinced them to take care of the Clone. Withthe Clonewere
instructionsto giveit tothe Jedi saying that they thought it had Jedi potential. Anditdid. The
hereticsknew that Pal patinewoul d be drawn to this Jedi ashewas so powerful. If Palpatine
managed to turn this Jedi to hisside he could beinvincible.”

“Where' sthis Jedi?’ asked Rince.

Anakin looked at Rince. “Y ou are that Jedi.”
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Part Two: Grevious Problems

Morishim- Day 5

(Ohi-Wan Kenobi, along with Anakin, Tiiver and 546, had madeit out

of the battle alive and had regrouped with their army. Thebattlewasat astandstill for the
moment.

“We'll need to construct moretrenches so we can give ourselves
cover when the Separatists decideto attack again,” Obi-Wan stated to 546. “ These plains offer
usno cover at all. We' relucky that the clouds makeit harder for the enemy to seeus.”

And it indeed was cloudy. Small droplets of rain had begun to come
downanhour before. Theplains' soil had turnedto mud and it wasbecoming difficult totravel.
Luckily the Republic Troopsweren't the onesthat had to travel.

“Yes, gir,” responded 546. The clone then turned and barked out
ordersto the others. Obi-Wan meanwhile approached Anakin.
“Anakin, have you had any luck in connecting our ships above?’

The young apprentice shook his head. “Non at all. The Separatists

arejamming our communications. Wejust haveto hopethat thebattleisgoing well up there.”
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(Goror wasleading Dragon Squadron in attacks against the Trade

Federation Battleships. Hehad been doing so thelast six dayswith only afew hoursfor sleep.
He squadron had just destroyed a gunship when he announced,
“Let’ smoveaway fromhere. Their aresomeother Battl eshipsabout fifteenthousand kilometers
starboard of us. Adjust your coursesowe canintercept them. We'll arrivewithinfiringrangein
about thirteen minutes.” The Jedi Knight leaned back in his seat. It had been ahard few daysfor
him. Goror had lost some close friends.
Y et one friend was still with him: hisdroid counterpart R5-K5.
R5-K5 was on hisstarboard wing. R5 was an astromech droid
withacylinder body and two small legs. R5wasdesigned to help Goror inhishyperspace
cal culationsalong with warning him of in-coming shipsand adjusting the shields. RS unitswere
inaJedi Starfighters and some Jedi used them morethan others. Goror had become attached to
R5over theyearsyet it wouldn’ t seem that way to an outsider asthetwo often bickered yet it
wasafriendly bickeringinaway. The Droid communicated to Goror with shrill whistlesand
beeps. Thetrandationsof what the Droid was saying appeared on acomputer screenin
Goror’ s cockpit.
Goror turned and looked out of his cockpit and gavethelittle droid
awave. “How arewe?’

On the computer screen the Droids’ words appeared.

| am fine. How are you?

“Asgood as ever, | suppose. How are our shields?’
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Shields are at 37%. Not good, if you ask me.

“37%? That’snot good at all.

I’'m glad you're here to tell me that.

“Quiet, you,” grunted Goror ashelooked down at hissensors.
The Separatist shipswereapproaching. “We' regoing to be seeing someaction. Areyou

ready?’

| am quite ready. I'll try to see if we can get more shield power before we attack. Is

that okay with, you?

“Yeah, it’ squite okay with me. But let metell you, we' re going

to need help and soon. Therepublic won't be ableto hold out for much longer.”

Belkadan

| nthegloomy cavesof Belkadan Darth Sidious and Count Dooku waited

for Rince Vunian'sarrival.
“He should already be here,” mumbled Dooku.
Sidious chuckled. “No. Not yet.”
“What do you mean?’
“Thereisone part of thisthat | have not mentioned to you yet, Lord
Tyrannous. Rince Vunianismy clone. He' sfinding that out now.”
Dooku took a step back. It took alot to surprise the Sith Lord but Darth

Sidious had managed it.
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“Do not look so surprised,” Sidious stated dryly. “The clueswere all there.

Why elsewould | take so muchinterest in him? At thismoment he speaking to ahologram of
the‘ ghost of Anakin Skywalker’. Thisghost hologramisspinning out atalethatis
extraordinarily far-fetched. There aretruthsinit, though. | programmed the hologram to state
thefollowingfalsethings: he' sfromthefuture, hereticsthat areloyal to mehavecaptured atime
machineand | alsotold himthat | died and my empirefell with me sometimeinthefuture. Rince
will believethisasthe hologram will tell him thingsthat only Rince would know.”

Dooku took acouple of steps back. “But why do you want him? And
how do you know these thingsabout hispast? And what el seisRinceVunian being told.”

The cloaked man raised a hand to stop Dooku. “All in due time. Now

let usawait the arrival of Rince Vunian.”

Morishim

T he Separatist Command Center on M orishim wasdeep below ground.

About forty feet beneath the rain soaked soil.
In the center of Command and Control stood General Greviousaong
with Nute Gunray and Shu Mai.
“Our forces are holding out well,” stated Shu Mai with amost no

enthusiasm.
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Nute Gunray was visible nervous. “ Thereis something going on her that
doesnot fit. This seemsamost desperate.”

Shu Mai nodded but the General said nothing. He stood there taller than
therest of them. Eventhedroidsand techniciansthat scurried around theroomweremuch
shorter thanthe General . Hewaswearing adark gray cloak that hid hisenter body except for
hisface which was hidden by amask. Y et somewondered if there was even aface under there.

Shu Mai turned to the General. “Do you know what the Republicis
trying to do?’

The General turned and |eft the room.
Nute Gunray asked, “What is he doing?’

Shu Mai |eft the question unanswered.

Coruscant- Bail Organa’ s Office

Senator Padme Amidalawasgrowing angrier by theminute. “ The

Supreme Chancellor isno whereto befound and the Republicislosing on Morishim. Wehave
to do something.”

Bail Organaof Alderran turned to Amidalaand frowned. “Wedon't
have the authorization to do anything. The Chancellor is‘ elsewhere’ accordingto hisaide

Kinman Doriana. What do you intend for usto do, Padme?’
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“What no one would expect usto do.” Her smile seemed to take up her

wholeface.

Morishim’sAtmosphere

(Goror could sense something waswrongimmediately. The Forcewas

telling him something. Hecouldn’t put it to words but at that moment he knew that hehad to go
downtothe surface of Morishim. He sent amessagethrew to hissecond in command and told
him that hewasin charge. Goror thenturned to R5 and said, “Wehave achange of plans.
We' regoing down to the surface.”

For once R5 was quiet.

Goror steered his ship down towards the ground of Morishim until he
felt satisfied that hewaswhereheneededto be. The Jedi Starfighter landed and Goror jumped
out. “ Stay here,” hesaid to R5. R5 beeped hisgoodbye.

Goror would never see R5 again.

Part Three: Grevious Unleashed

Morishim
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Only aminute had passed when Goror saw asmall figureintherocky

distance. Hebegan to run and wasrunning faster than he ever thought he could. Ashecame
closer to thefigure he saw that it wasnot small at all. It was bent over. And now it was standing
up.

“Jedi!” Theicy voice made Goror stop in histracks. “Y ou have met
your match,” thefiguresaid. Thefigurewas cloaked and looked ominous.

Goror took a deep breath and the big man said, “Who are you and

what are you doing?’

The figure moved forward and Goror could fully see him now. There
was no question as to who thiswas. It could only be General Grevious.

Goror took a step back. The General took one forward. With a swift

movement two lightsabers appeared in the General’ shands.

Goror stood tall and ignited hisown green lightsaber. The General
ignited historevea onegreen bladeand oneblueblade. Perhapsthemost shockingthingwas
that hisarms were robotic.

“You'reaJdedi?’ asked Goror.

“No. | am the General.”
“Of what? Cliché€ s? Y ou're like abad guy out of a corny story”
Actually Goror was scared out of hiswits.
“Fool.” Grevious began to move forward but Goror wastoo quick.

TheJedi lungedto hisleft and struck out at Grevious. Greviousblocked theattack with hisright
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lightsaber and he swung hisleft lightsaber at Goror’ shead. Goror ducked and stabbed a
Grevious' roboticfoot. Thistimeit wasGreviouswhowastoofast, blocking theattack witha
guick swipe. Goror jJumped back and pushed out at Grevious. TheGeneral barely noticed.

The big Jedi feinted a blow at the General and then jumped too his
right and ran towardsthelarge devicethe General wasworking on. Goror raised hisbladeand
plunged hissaber right throughit. The Forcetold him hedid what he had cometo do. Goror
smiled.

Grevious, meanwhile, jumped high and brought both of his blades
down on Goror’ shead. Goror brought hisblade up and blocked theassault. Theforce of
Grevious' attack pushed the Jedi to theground. With athrust downward Grevious stabbed

Goror’sheart. The Jedi jerked and fell dead.

Belkadan

Sidious’ head cameup quickly and heturned to Dooku. “ The Atupk hasbeen

destroyed.” Anangry look passed over hiscloaked face. “Wehavelost oneof our most
valuable possessions. Who was guarding it?’
Dooku swallowed. “Grevious.”
“Hmm... That device aong with the otherswould have alowed usto detect the
Jedi.”

Dooku raised an eyebrow. “ The otherson Ylesiaand Bimmiel are still in place.”
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Sidious shook hishead. “We needed all of themto bein placefor it to work.
The Atupkswould send out beamsthat would bounce of f of each other and createalargearea,
that would cover most of the galaxy. In that areawewould be ableto locate any Jedi asthe
beams can senseaheavy Force presence. We could havefound the Jedi easily but now it will
bemoredifficult. Neverthelesswewill still hunt down all of the Jedi eventually. “ For now let us

await thearrival of Master Vunian.”

Morishim-The Final Day

(General Obi-Wan Kenobi lined up theremaining Jedi Knights. About fifty inall.

Thestood at thebase of ahill. Ontheother sideof thehill waited the Separatist Army. They
had finally cornered the Jedi.

Obi-Wan'’ seyes scanned the Jedi’ seyes. “With only ahundred clonesleft and
twenty Jedi thingsmay seem hopel ess. Perhapsthisis ahopeless situation. But that doesn’t
matter now. We make a stand here. It may be our last one but it will be for the good of the
galaxy. Wecanretreat. Y etthat’ sall we' vebeendoing.” Hepaused and then continued. “We
canretreat likewedid at Ylesia, Bimmiel, Jabim. | cangoon. But | won't. It stimewe showed
the Separatiststhat the Jedi Knightsareaforceto bereckoned with! We may be peace
keepersbut we are soldierswhenwehaveto be.” Kenobi took adeep breath. “NO more

running. NO morehiding. ThisendsHERE and NOW! | know thishasbeen hard seeing your
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friendsdieonthisforsaken planet. Let’ sendthis. Onceandfor al. No moredeath after today.
Wegoinfull forceand do our best. That’ sall wecando.” Heturned and looked up to thetop
of thehill. “Let’'sgo.”

Twenty Jedi Knightsactivatedtheir lightsabersand charged up thehill.
Kenobi reached thetopfirst andlooked down at thedroid army waiting below. It wasmassive
yet Obi-Wan kept on going. Asdid therest of the Jedi.

The battle droids and super battle droidsraised their blastersand shot at the

onslaught coming at them.

The Jedi raised their sabers and deflected the shots back at the droids.
Some of the Jedi howled asthey ran down and met with the droid army. Obi-Wan hacked
away at droidsashe pushed forward. Slash, block, slash, block. It waslikeadance.

Hewhirled around as droids formed acircle around him. He moved faster
than the droids and sliced off their heads. Droid parts clattered around asthey hit the ground

and rolled into each other. It wasraining.

On board The Glory of the Naboo

Senator Padme Amidalahad never led an entirefleet into battle before but

therewasafirst timefor everything. After leaving Coruscant shetook thefleet from her home
planet of Naboo and took command of it. The Separatist would befacing thefull forceof the

Naboo.
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“Ma am, we' re coming out of hyperspace.”

Padme came out of her thoughts and spoke loudly, “ Contact the General
of the Separatist forces.”

A few moments passed until the holographic image of General Grevious
appeared. “Leave, people of Naboo,” heordered. “You will al die.”
Padme grinned. “ Our forceislarge, Grevious. Stand down.
IMMEDIATELY.”
The image of Greviouswinked out.
“Did we get through to him?’ she asked aloud.

No one ventured a guess.

Morishim

(General Kenobi wasgrowing tired and he could tell the other Jedi were,

too. The droids seemed to just keep coming.
It was at that moment that Kenobi saw the most beautiful sight he had

ever seen. Abovehishead flew ten squadrons of Naboo Starfighters.

General Greviousentered the Separatist command center and said

smply, “Itistimeto|leave.”
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A few hoursafter thearrival of the Naboo starfightersthedroidswere

either destroyed or infull retreat. Padme Amidalacamedown to seethebattleherself.
Obi-Wan approached Padme afew minutes after the battle had
completely ended. “ That wasrather dangerousof you to comehere. Y ou could have been
killed.”
Padme turned to face him. “Obi-Wan.”
“Y a7’
“Shut up.”
The Jedi Knight grinned and Padme did also. The grin left Obi-Wan's
faceamoment later. “Welost alot of Jedi today. Over ahundred. Welost General Tiiver, too.”

Padme just nodded.

Belkadan

|t can’t betrue, thought Rince VVunian as he entered the cave where

Dooku’ sship had gone. Could hereally befrom the future?
That, he said to himself, would have to be decided at alater date.
Tonight he had ameeting with Count Dooku. A meeting that would

change Rince' slife more than he could ever know.

Victory Quest I X:
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Memorial Day

There needsto be a time where we can appreciate the work that the Jedi
have done. The sacrifices that they have made. Thistime will be in three

weeks: theanniversary of thestart of t hewar. Memorial Day - Palpatine

Round One: Vunian vs. Dooku

Belkadan- The First Annual Memorial Day
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Thecavewaslarge, large enough for Dooku’ sshiptofit through and land. Rince

Vunian was hell bent on reaching that ship and killing it’s occupant. Y et Master Vunian was
missing onetidbit of information: Dooku’ sship had two peopleinitand the second personwas
even deadlier than Dooku.

The gravel on the ground of the cave rose and fell as Jedi Knight Rince Vunian
ran towardsthelarge opening at the back of the cave. The opening waslike agiant mouth ready
toeat RinceVunianfor lunch. NeverthelessVunianran asif hewasaman goneinsane. Perhaps
he was.

Rince Vunian had only one thought in his mind and that wasto reach and kill
Dooku. It seemed, to him, that he had to do that. Justice must be served, he thought to himself.
It'sonly fair. Hewasresponsible of thedeath of Zair M cDashin and countlessother Jedi. When
Rince Vunian had to speak and name some of the Jedi that had died at alargefuneral servicea
few months ago, Rince knew that Dooku had to die. First the Jedi killed Dooku’s pawn,
Defera, then he set hissightson Dooku. Now he had thechancetoenditall.

Therewas one part of Vunian’s mind that screamed at him. Y ou shouldn’t be
doing this! Somethingisn’tright, it said. Vuniandid not listen. He bl ocked off that part of his
brain even though he knew that what it was saying wastrue. It was too late now, though. He
had to go through with this. The confrontation had to happen. Dooku must die!

There he was. Inside the holein the cave stood Count Dooku, leader of the

Confederacy of Independent Systems, also know asDarth Tyrannous, Sith Lord.
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There was no exchange of words as Rince Vunian ran towards Dooku. Both

knew what was going to happen.
Rince Vunian ignited his green lightsaber as he leapt into the air and struck

down at Dooku. With aswift motion Dooku ignited hisown red lightsaber and thetwo saber’ s
met with ascreech as energy beam hit energy beam.

Vunian through himself backwards and slashed out at Dooku with his blade.
With an inhuman howl Vunian charged forward and hacked at Dooku’ s head and Dooku
brought up hissaber to block theattack. The Jedi K night wasquick and fought against Dooku
pushing him backwards, farther intothecave. Y et, for somereason, it seemed asif Dookuwas
really in command.

The sabers clashed and the two opponents charged back and forth at each
other with intense anger. The two men slowly circled around each other lashing out at odd
moments. The bluewalls of the cave were scorched as sparksflew.

Vunian moved forward and put Dooku back on the offensive forcing him
backwards. Thetwowereslowly movingtowardsasmall tunnel inthesideof thewall that led
back up to the surface and, eventually, to the top of acliff.

Dooku’ s elegant movements seemed to clash with Vunian’s clunky, yet
powerful, assaults. Screechesechoed throughout the cave asthe combatantsentered thesmall
tunnel. Dimly lit it was harder to fight. After afew momentslight filtered through and the men
came out of the cave and attacked each other harder than before. Finally Dooku jumped
backwards and the battle entered into astal emate mode.
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Neither moved yet both looked asif they were the predator and the other
wasthe prey.

The eerie silence was broken when Vunian charge forward and brought up
his saber and brought it back down in an arc. Dooku countered the block and thrust towards
Vunian'sabdomen. The Jedi parried themovejust intimeyet hisrobesweredightly scorched.

Vunian twirled his saber in front of Dooku, taunting him. The Sith Lord did
not move.
Rince breathed deeply and renewed his attacks. Dooku easily parried the
other’ sadvancesand slowly forced Vunian to go up thehill.

Rince didn’t seem to notice and continued to slice at Dooku and parry his
assaults. Finally, inan act of pure rage, lightening flied from Vunian’ sleft hand and Dooku
brought up his saber to block it. “Ah, you surprise me using such a Force power, Master
Vunian,” Dooku said in amocking tone. Vunian wasin astate of such rage that he probable
didn’t even hear what Dooku was saying.

Thetwo went at it again and Rince wasforced up the hill even further. He
waslosing ground and fast. Rincewasgrowing furiousand attacked Dooku even harder. Y et,
even though hewas attacking Dooku powerfully, hewasbecoming sloppy in hisblind rage. He
soon found himself with afew too many closecalls.

With a deep breath the Jedi seemed to become a different person and his

attacksregai ned el egance. Dooku | et himself be pushed backwards, intothe tunnel.
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The red and blue blades were flying about as they entered the tunnel.
Dooku lunged forward and caught Rince off guard. Rince slammed into thewall and slowly
sank to the ground as his vision began to cloud. He slashed out to keep Dooku back and
jumped back up asheinhaled. Hisvision cleared and thetwo Force usersentered intothemain
cave.

Rince attacked Dooku with an uppercut and Dooku jumped back. “Very
good, Master Vunian.” Again, Rince seemed not to hear. The two shot back at each other and
thebattle became moredangerousthan before. Thetwo fought viciously both hopingto catch
the other off guard but neither did. Thrust, parry, thrust, parry. It waslike asick and twisted
dance. Thebladestwirled around and hit each other asthe opponentshoped to strikeakilling
blow. Lunge, block, lunge, block. The dance continued.

Finally they backed off of each other and regained their breath. A
second later the battle was back on and the two moved in at each other. Slashing at Vunian
Dooku finally managed to wound him in his left shoulder. Vunian grunted and crawled
backwards, gasping fore breath. Hefought to stand and get back onthe offensive.

He jumped back up and feinted at Dooku’ s legs and arms. Dooku was
not fooled intheleast bit by the othersfake moves.
“Come now, Master Vunian. Unleash your anger.” For the third time
Rince did not respond.

“Stop,” said anewcomer.
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Aninvisible force pushed Vunian to the ground. A moment later Vunian
looked up and saw that anewcomer had used the Force to push him to the ground.

Darth Sidious revealed himself. He was completely concealed in acloak
bar his mouth.

“Good evening, Master Vunian,” Sidious said dryly. “Amazing that in a
way I’'mtalking to myself.”

Vunian put his right hand on hisleft shoulder and found that it was
coveredinblood from Dooku’ sattack. The Jedi Knight turned hisattention towards Sidious.
“Soitistrue. | amyour clone.”

“Yes”

“But why? And how did you know? Y ou made me didn’t you? You
created me! Correct? Ah!” hegrowled. “I’mnot from thefutuream1.”

“Confused, my friend.”
Rince stared at the cloaked man. “Not anymore.”
Sidious chuckled. “I see my intelligence has remained intact through the
process.”

Vunian roared and activated his lightsaber. With aflick of his hand
Sidioussent Rinceflying backwardsand the Jedi’ ssaber clattered to thefloor.

“You will find that I am more than a match for you, my young friend.”
Sidious walked slowly towards V unian and the Jedi suddenly felt cold. “1 would have never

guessed that my plan would work so well. Whether you likeit or not, Master Vunian, you are
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mine. And you have unknowingly done my will. Y ou have been my spy in the Jedi Order.
Perhaps not theonly one. But you werethe best. Do you know why?Becauseyou didn’t even
know that you were aspy. Y ou sent me atransmission of the going onsin thetemple. Inthe
middleof thenight youwould send medetailed messages.” Sidioussmiled atwisted smile and
said, “Youhavedonewsell. Y ou havetruly becomeonewiththeDark Side. Everythingthat has
happened in your life has been orchestrated by me. | knew Zair’ s death would push you over
theedge. If you think about it, Master VVunian, you murdered him.” Sidious cackled.
“Liar!”

“Ha! Y ou know that what | say isthetruth. Y ou can no longer deny
your fate! Y ouwill be my instrument. Y ouwill do my will!”

“No!” Vunian stood. “| am a Jedi Knight!”

Sidious spread his hands. “Y ou ceased being a Jedi the moment you
met Defera. That iswhenyour downfall began. Everything hasled youtothismomentintime.”

“I’ll never join you. Whoever you are!”

“You know who | am.”
“Yes,” Vunian said softly, “I do. Y ou are Darth Sidious.”
Sidious smiled. “Correct. | am the true Sith Master!”
Vunian smiled sadly. “Isit aso true, then, that you are Pal patine?’

Sidious chuckled but Dooku grew worried. “What are you planning to

do with him, Lord Sidious?’

“All in duetime, Lord Tyrannous.”
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An angry expression crossed Dooku’ s face. “No. | demand to
know!”
“Silence.”
Rince smiled. “Lover’squarrel?’
Sidious didn’'t seem to hear. He paced back and forth. Finally he

spoke, “ Join me, Master Vunian and together the galaxy will be ours.”

Round Two: Vunian vs. Sidious

“I"ll never joinyou, Sidious. | may beyour clonebut | am adifferent

person at heart. Don’t ever doubt that. | am aJedi Knight.”
Sidious chuckled. “Y ou are very mistaken my friend. Y our anger is
there. It hasconsumed you and yet you still try toignoreit! Embraceit, itisyour destiny!
“No!” Rince was shocked out how loud he said this. Y et for some
reason it still sounded hollow.
“Don’'tignoreyour fate, Master Vunian. Y ou, like Deferaand Ezzan,
can no longer turn back.”
The Jedi Knight shook his head. “That’s not true! You are a
monster! | will never stoop to the likes of you.”
Finaly Sidious seemed to lose alittle bit of patience. “Y ou are me,

Vunian! You candeny it al youwon't but you are me.”
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Vunian stuck out his hand and shot lightning straight at Sidious.
Sidiousraised hishand and seemed to absorb thelightning. Ashedid thisVunianwent for his
lightsaber and ignited it. Dooku went to go for hisown but Sidious stopped him. “L et Master
V unian see how much power hecan haveif hetruly embracesit. Come, Rince. Attack mewith
your saber. Witnessthe power that you can have. See what you can do! ”

Against his better judgment Rince came barreling forward and
swung hislightsaber at Sidious’ head. Aninvisibleforce seemedto holdit back and Rincefound
himself being thrown acrossthe room. Sidious walked forward and unl eashed lightning that
wracked through the Jedi’ s body.

Rinceflailed back and forth, barely able to stay conscious.
“Do you finally see what you can do if you fully embrace the power
that you have?’
“l yield!” Rince was breathing hard. The pain was almost to much
to bare.
Sidious shook hishead. “I really don’t think you do.” And with that

he unleashed another round of lightning.

darkness engulfed him.

Round Three: Vunianvs. Vunian
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Jedi Knight Rince Vunian could sensethetwo Sith Lords’ presenceas

he became semi-conscious.
| told you, said avoicein his head. Y our anger has broken you. It

has given you nothing but pain and destruction. Y ou are a broken man because you let your
anger take command of you! Do you even have control over yourself at all.

Rince tried to block out the voice but as he did another began to
speak. Thisvoicewasfamiliar: it wasZair McDashin.

All thisdestruction that you have doneisto avenge me? Why do
| doubt that, Rince? Why do | feel that on somelevel you wanted this? You are a clone of
Sdiousand hisanger and evil isinsideof you. You need to conquer it. | could havehelped
you if you had only told me. But you didn’t! You told no one. Now ook where you are!
Half dead and facing two Sth Lordswho are morepowerful thanyou are.

Rince knew that Zair’ svoice wasreally apart of hisconscious but a
part of him felt that if Zair was here hewould say that. Why didn’'t | tell you Zair? Becausel
wastoo afraid. I’vealwaysknown that it wasthere. Thisevil part of methat seemsto slowly
eat away at me.

It was at that moment that Rince V unian remembered what M aster
Y odawould oftensay, “ Fear |eadsto anger, anger |leadsto hate, hate...leadsto suffering.” That
circle of hatred had happened to Rince and hewondered if therewasany way for himto turn

back now.
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Thereisn't, said the voice of Defera. You have truly become one
with the Dark Sde. You arelike me! You have failed completely. How doesit feel that |
get thelast laugh, Rince. I’ ve beaten you! | have beatenyou! Youarenowju st like mel!

Then the dry voice of Darth Sidious made itself known. You are
mine. Thereisno turning back. Everything that has happened has led you to this point.
Fromthe events on Ylesia to the battle of Varonett o the chase from Dantooineto your
arrival hereand your meeting with the ghost of Anakin Skywalker.

Veerya, theyoung intelligence agent who had acrush on him, spoke
in aharsh yet loving tone, You saved me and y ou seemed to be theideal person and now
look what you have become. A manruled by hishateand anger. Almost a patheticfigure.
Rince, | love you. Come back to me.

Sheisdead now, saidthevoiceof Sidious. | needed her dead so |
had it arranged. Unfortunate that she met you. Really it wasyour fault shedied. Just like
it was your fault that Zair and General Cambini died. And at this very moment a large
army fights on Morishim. The Jedi Council sent atask forcet heretocreateadiversion
hoping that this diversion would let you reach Dooku more easily. Don’t you see? The
Jedi Council isusing you asa pawn. At that moment Vunian knew that Sidiouswastalking to
him. Sidious' voice wasn't his conscious, the Sith Lord was reading his mind. Perhaps the
biggest tragedy of all wasthat RinceVunian did not care.

Sidious continued, Where was the Jedi Council when you were

forced to mourn the death of your friend, Zair? Wherewas  the Jedi Council when you
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wer eslipping away fromtheJedi path. They didn’t care! They wereusingyou. Theydon't
careabout you at all. They areusing your weaknessto their advantage. Join me, and you
can have your revenge upon the Jedi Council!

A part of Rince knew that thiswasn’t true. Rince shut that part of his

mind away and embraced hisanger.

Round Four: Anything Goes

Rince Vunian slowly cam back to consciousness and shook his head

to clear hismind.

“Welcome,” said Darth Sidious. “to the Dark Side.”

Rince stood. “Why, thank you. But there areafew things1’d liketo
know first.”

Sidious was silent and Rince took thisas asign to ask his questions.
“How did you orchestrate all of this? How wereyou surel’ d come?’

Darth Sidious said nothing as he was deep in thought. So many

factorswereinvolved but whichfactorsdid hetell Rince VVunian? Could thisex-Jedi be trusted?
Finally theSith Lord decidedtotell himonly part of thestory. * Y ouwerecloned ontheplanet

of Kamino and then sent to the planet of Ord Mantell where | paid off amanto claim that he
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wasyour father. That man brought youto the attention of the Jedi Knights. They begantotrain
you.”

Rince thought about all of this. “I don’t remember anything until |
was the age of five.”

“Y our memory was wiped right before | gave you to the Jedi.”
Rince shook his head. “That till leaves questions. How did you
know | would come here?’
“1 made sure you were assigned to the mission on Ord Mantell,
where you would meet Zair and Defera.”
Things started to come together in the Jedi’ smind. Y et one question
still remained. “How did you make surel wason Ord Mantel|?’
Sidious said nothing.
“1 want to know,” stated Rince. “I need to know this.”

“No,” replied Sidiousdryly, “you do not need to know.”

Rince had an ideaforming in his head, though. The hologram that
said it wastheghost of Anakin Skywalker had said that Sidiousand Pal patinewere one. Was
that trueor wasit alielike someof the other thingsthat the hologram had said?Hetried to put
ittogether inhismind. If Sidiousdid want compl ete control hehad to know that the Separatists
couldn’t give him that. But the Republic was powerful enough so naturally Sidious had to get

into aposition of power in the Republic. What was a more powerful position that Supreme

Chancellor of theGalactic Republic?Y es, itdidfit. But onelargequestionwasstill unanswered.
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How did Sidious, if heindeed was the Chancellor as V unian suspected, get to become
Chancellor? So many unanswered questions...

At last Vunian decided to ask one last question: “Who trained you
in the ways of the Sith?’

Sidious was silent for amoment and then decided to give out that
information. “Darth Lamian.”

Rince didn’t know if this was true or not but he decided to
investigate alittle bit more. “Ishe still alive?’
“No. Heisdead. When he died | becamethe Lord of the Sith.”
Vunian had a nasty suspicion that Sidious had killed his master. He
wouldn’t put it past him. “Just one more question. Why do you think I'll join you?’

“Because you want you revenge on the Jedi. They destroyed your
lifeasyouknow it. Asl said beforeyou are apawn to them. No more than aninstrument to be
used and then discarded. We have the meansto do that.”

Dooku nodded. “Indeed we do. The Sith are more powerful than
the Jedi. That ishow we have survived for so long.”
“So,” concluded Sidious, “will youjoin us?’

“Yes.” At that moment the floor opened up and Vunian fell.

Darth Sidious said nothing as V unian fell down the chute. Dooku

arched an eyebrow, though. “What wasthat?’
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Sidious smiled adlightly. “Master Vunian fell into the carbonite
chamber. Hewill befrozen in carbonitefor thetimebeing.”
“Why?"

Sidioussighed. “Y ou haven't figured it out yet, Lord Tyrannous?’m
disappointed inyou. | have perfected thefreezing processand hewill not ageaday until heis
released from there.”

“How long do you intend to leave him there?’

Sidious chuckled. “You and | both will be dead when he awakens.
| have plannedfor all possiblefutures, Lord Tyrannous. If | oneday die, RinceVunianwill be
awoken and take my place.”

Dooku saw aflaw in the plan. “How do you know he will follow
your path?’

“He'll have no choice. A set of directions will be repeated to him
whileheisfrozen. Subliminal messaging. Hewill know what to do when he comesto.”

“What if he is not awakened?’

“| set the chamber to unfreeze him on a certain date, A long time

from now.”
Dooku nodded. “So heis basically a backup? Very smart, Lord
Sidious.”
“Indeed, Lord Tyrannous. Just remember that today the Sith has
truly triumphed.”
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The two Sith boarded the ship.
Many feet below them was the frozen body of Rince Vunian who

had sworn to himself to kill the Jedi no matter the cost.

The End
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